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TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE THE | 


EARL of CHESTERFIELD. 


My Lon, 


Tu E iyle and manner of De- 


dications, which, generally ſpeak- BEE 


ing, contain little more than the 
3 adulatory and unmeaning effuſions 
of falſhood and flattery, compoſed 


at the expence of truth, honour, 


and 
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DEDICATION. 


fect, a picture ſo truly diſagreeable 
as to a liberal mind cannot be re- | 
flected on without pain. 
The world, my Lord, is too apt 
| to miſtruſt a writer's intention. It 
1s fo accuſtomed 'to find praiſe la- 
viſhed upon the vile and the unde- 
ſerving; ſo uſed to find it beſtowed 
upon the weak and the vain, that 
it is unwilling to acknowledge it 


due even where the application 


proclaims it to be juſt, 
Avoiding therefore © whatever 


may bear even the moſt diſtant 


reſemblance of flattery, and guided a 
only by truth, the author of the 
inn 81 ſheets, conſcious of their 


many 


* 
9 


DEDICATION 
many and innumerable defects, 
begs leave with all humility to lay 
them at your Lordfhip's feet. If 
hereafter they may be ſaid to have 
contributed but for a fingle hour 
to your Lordfhip's | entertainment, = 
to have awakened in your mind 8 

the delightful ſenſations of ſudden. 
and involuntary pleaſure, or to 
have furniſhed it with that divine 
muxury which arifes only from 
the moſt amiable ſenſibility, his 
wich is in its fulleſt meaſure 
2 acconipliſhed.. To amuſe rather. 
than to inſtruct was his aim. Should 
your Lordſhip's judgment lead you 
to determine that he has not alto- 
, n failed. in the attempt, he 


will 


+ 


DEDICATION: 


will very readily compound for the 
approbation of others. I am, my 


Lord, with the utmoſt a 
| Your Lordſhip! IN 
Moſt obedient, 
Moſt A: 5 
And very humble Servant, 


178. | „ 


The AUTHOR, 


| ERRATUM. 
In Vol. IL e eee, 2 
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CRAP 
HEARTILY pity the men of this 
world, ſaid I. By graſping, at the 

 deluſive ſhadow of pleaſure, they ſacri- 


fice the ſubſtantial bleſſings of wiſdom; 
and whilſt reaſon and philoſophy lie pro- 


foundly buried in the ocean of folly, 


they abſurdly ſeek for happineſs in the 
momentary gratifications which ſpring 
from the polluted ſource of ſenfual at- 
tachments. | 


e 


2 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 
But what ere your thoughts of + vir- 
tue? ſaid Honorius. 

It is a ſcarce commodity, replied I. 
However, when I happily meet with 
an inſtance of it, I pleaſe myſelf with 
the reflection that it is its own reward; 
and as filver and gold have I none, 
I filently afford it ſuch as I have—1be 
veneration it deſerves. 

Now Honorius was perhaps as ſin- 
gular a character as any the reader has 
| hitherto had the pleaſure of forming an 
acquaintance with. . | 
With a heart moulded by 4-9 

lence, he obſtinately denied the exiſt- 
ence of every moral perfection; and 
' whilſt he himſelf remained an incon- 

trovertible proof of the beauty of vir- 

tue, he unaccountably contemned its 

operations as the offspring of intereſt, 
or the ſecret workings of vanity. 

It is a vile world, ſaid Honorius. 


Look where we will, we meet with no- 
a thing 


THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 3 
thing but fraud and treachery. It is 
juſt the ſame all over the globe. 2 

From his childhood Honorious had 
unremittedly been ſeeking for happi- 
neſs, Tired of the purſuit, and deſ- 
pairing of its attainment, he eu” mo- 
roſe. hed? 
It is a phantom that cludes the each, 
faid Honorius. 

In ſpite of his „ Honda 
nevertheleſs, poflefled the moſt engaging 
qualities: his actions were guided by 
reafon, and his ſentiments were the 
ſentiments of humanity. 

His youth had been devoted to ſtudy. - 
Regular even in trifles, he carefully di- 
vided his time betwixt logic and meta- 
phyſics, hiſtory and criticiſm. He 
had read with attention the quiddities 
of Ariſtotle, the chronicles of Euſe- | 
bius, and the reveries * F ather Mal- a 
branche. 


* 
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4 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 
In all his purſuits Honorius had, 


however, one ruling aim. He wiſhed 


to blend amuſement with inſtruction, 
and from information to deduce hap- 
pineſs. 

And yet he was diſappointed i in the 
event. Eager for the experiment, he 
read and read till fancy ſickened, and 
the brain turned giddy with exceſs of 
idea. 

Pſhaw ! exclaimed Honorius . throw- 


ing aſide his volumes, it will not do! | 


There is no ſatisfaction to be gleaned 
from an intenſe application to books. 
I will for a while bid adieu to this 
foggy iſland. Perhaps fortune may 
afford me that happineſs abroad which 
ſhe denies me at home. | 
As Honorius was equally as ſudden 
in the execution, as in the formation of 
his reſolutions, in a few hours he found 
himſelf ſafely landed on the Conti- 
nent. 


The 
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THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 5 
_ The politeneſs, the freedom, the affa- 
bility of the French, won upon his heart, 
and gave him every reaſon to congra- 
tulate himſelf on the wiſdom of his un- 
dertaking. 

This is the land of nope ſaid ; 
Honorius. It is here the coy goddeſs 
has taken up her reſidence. I have 
only to court her favour to be as bleſſed 
as I can wiſh. _ TEL} 

Friendſhip, ſay the poets, is "EE road 


to happineſs. 


Honorius was not unacqu ainted with 
the adage. He ſought a friend, nor 
did his endeavours go long unreward- 
ed, as in France every man claims. 


” 


your friend and every woman your 


love. 


The perſon ſelected for ſo important 

a mark of his regard was a little ſpruce 
Abbe. The gaiety of his looks, the 
freedom of his manners, and the bril- 
lancy of his converſation, recommend- 
| B 3 ed 
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6 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 
ed him more effectually to the eſteem of 


Honorius than if he had came loaded 


with eccleſiaſtical honours and papal 
benedictions. 

There was ſomething uni good na- 
natured in the A countenance. If 
his behaviour manifeſted any fault, it 


was that of being over polite; his un- 


wearied ſolicitude to oblige oftentimes 


ſubjecting him to the imputation of 


being troubleſome. 
And yet politeneſs is by no means 


ne with ſincerity. 


Ah ! Mon cher ami ! ſaid the Abt; 


the inftant he firſt ſet his eyes on Ho- 


norius. My dear friend | how inex- 


preſſibly happy am I in this interview! 


You are exactly the man I would 


r to create an acquaintance with. 
HFonorius, like the generality of his 
uwpmen, was credulous to a fault. 
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THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE; 3 


as the genuine effuſion of a heart 
warmed into a ſenſe of his merits. _ - 

You do me honour, Sir, ſaid Ho- 
norius. And from that moment they 
vowed an inviolable friendſhip. 

As Honorius outwarly diſplayed: 
all the rough uncultivated qualities 
of an Engliſhman, the firſt thing the 
= Abe undertook was to new model 
| him. 

It is not ſufficient that you excell, 
faid the Ab. It is not ſufficient that 
you actually have merit, you mult like- 

wiſe ſtudy advantageouſly to dijplay it. 
The approbation of one's own mind, it is 
true is ſomething; but. if you id 
wiſh to make a figure in life you muſt 
add thereto the applauſe of the world. - ' 

By the A 5 inſtruction, Honorius - 
made a ſpeedy progreſs ig * 
finements which prevail in the ſphe ere 
of faſhion, Gaming and gallantry, the 

_ twa moſt eſſential articles in the voga- 
B 4 _ 
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8 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 
bulary of a Frenchman, he happily re- 


duced into theory, and thereby ren- 


dered them ſubſervient to him in his 
ſtudy of mankind. ; 
Qualifieatigns like theſe could not 


fail to make his company deſirable, 


nor was the Abbé the laſt to congratu- 
late him on the proficiency he had' 


manifeſted in attainments ſo valua- 


ble. 

You are now invincible ! ſaid he, 
embracing him. Diveſted of the pre- 
Judices of education and the ruft of 
ignorance, you may henceforward rely 
on a reception from every rank and 
ſex adequate to your warmeſt wiſhes. 
- And yet *Honorius's good ſenſe 
taught him moſt heartily to deſpiſe 


ſuch ſuperficial acquirements, as trifles 


pnfiderable to merit the atten- 

tion of a onal mind, | 1 5 
But are they not the grand purſuit 
of the faſnionable world? ſaid Honorius, 
L re- 
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let of his favourite were alike graced 
with his preſence. The generolity of 
bis diſpoſition begot him admin 
4 the liberality of his. ſentiments conſti- - # 
tuted him adyocates. | 


% 


THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 9 


contemptible they may appear in the 


eye of reaſon and Philoſop hy; how- 


ever deſtructive to virtue and ſubver- 
ſive of morality, they are nevertheleſs 
ſo far neceſſary, as they lead to a 


knowledge of mankind, and tend to 


correct us of thoſe awkward emotions 
ariſing from an ignorance of the — 
and manners of the great. 


As Honorius joined to the gifts of 


nature and education, the advantage 
of an extenſive fortune, he found no 
very difficult taſk to procure admittance 


22 wherever his inclination induced him to 
make the attempt. 


The levee of the prince al | 


| and 
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rebuking himſelf. As ſuch, however 
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10 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 
In all his viſits and reſearches, the 
Abbe was his conſtant and inſeparable 


companion. Invariably zealous in his 


profeſſions of eſteem, he ſeemed to 
have' no intereſt unconnected wich that 
. his friend. | 
Honorius needed only to intimate 
| v deſire, and the Abbe was unceaſing 
in effecting its completion. 


Theſe frequent manifeſtations of his 


regard were not unprofitably beſtow- 


ed, Honorius paid a religious atten- 
tion to the grand law of retribution, 


and the A was NY hs ae a 
hundred fold. 
Their converſation (occafionally i in- 
tereſting). Partook much of the peeu- 
larity which fignalized their charac- 
ters. They alternately diſcourſed of 
literaturs and politics, in each of which 
they ſtrictly maintained the delicacy 


of friendſhip and the dignity of man- 


From 


... re OR TESau 8 D e Er — * , 

8 5 2 . . 2 9 * FOR - Ebb 5 of 2 BY 18 * 28288 RF 5 = 2 n _— EO * e Y : r , 5 2 

3 =; CE; z ] . BD Co te SG oe OS EE . C hs pw os ET AS SR 3 

1 3 3 ˙²˙ A 5 3 5 2 a SSC he Cn Rn A ES! 1 1 : - 
8 x wor 7 N . = 5 7 8 Ds 


8 


2 2 A 

4 3 SE RP INERTS 

n W 

- = 3 PS. J 8 

3 A SY 
n 


THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 

From politics to religion, the * 
ſion was exceedingly natural. 

It was, however, a dangerous topic, 
and ſuch as, with an eccleſiaſtic, ought 
not to be indulged. without the n 
caution. 

Honorius, who was by nature per- 
fectly devoid of thoſe ſuſpicions which 


actuate little minds, delivered his opi- 


nion equally upon every ſubject, with 
the boldneſs of an Engliſhman and 0 
firmneſs of a philoſopher. 

_ Holding enthuſiaſm and pedantry i in 


2 ſimilar degree of abhorrence, he drew. 


his arguments alone from the ſource of 
reaſon. It was a powerful ally; per- 
ſuaſive without violence, and n 
without impoſition. | 
The Abbt attentively liſtened to 5 him, 
and if not an avowed proſelyte to the 
tenets of Honorius, he, however, ac- 


knowledged their en . a ** : 


concurrence. 
| B 6 
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12 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 


This deference, which the Abbé never 


failed of paying to his judgment, add- 


ed permanency to the regard which 
Honorius had conceived for him, and 


ſerved more than ever to rivet him in 


that favour from which he had already 
reaped no inconſiderable profit. 

This man, ſaid Honorius, may, in 
reality, be termed a friend. Even in 


matters of private opinion, in which it 


is poſſible for the moſt circumſpect to 
be ſometimes miſtaken, and where an 
oppoſition might do credit to his abili- 
ties, with what real delicacy he avoids 
a contention that in its conſequences 
might injure the friendſhip we ard 
with to preſerve! 

Honorius was now on the point of 


_ exclaiming, I am truly happy! when 


by an order of his mf Chriftian Ma- 


jelly, in the hour of his exultation, 


he was committed a cloſe proves to the 
"_ 
What | 
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THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 13 
What a place for reflection 1 
Honorius found it ſo. 

And yet he bore his misfortunes wich 


the firmneſs of a ſtoic. 
Incapable of affording a ſolution to 


a circumſtance ſo extraordinary, and 
fully ſatisfied how ĩneffectual every kind 
of oppoſition would prove, he quietly 


ſubmitted to what there was no avoid- 
ing, and conſcious, of his own inno- 
cence, was only uneafy at the accident, 


ö as it deprived him of the conſolation he 


otherwiſe might have received in the 


XX zeal and affection of his faithful friend 
3 | the Abbe . 


Honorius, however; fortunately for 


2X himſelf, did not long continue under a 
=X deprivation ſo mortifying. 


By the repeated repreſentations and 


remonſtrances of the Britiſh miniſter, 
he was once more reſtored to his li- 
1 bertys _—__ nevertheleſs to the con- 
6 | dition 2 


14 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE, 
dition, that he npedately quitted the 
kingdom. 

This ſtipulation, diſagreeable as it 
was, he was, however, under the neceſ- 
ſity of afſenting to, and in a few hours 
he prepared himſelf, like another Han- 
nibal, to creſs the Alps. | 

Previous to his departure, he learnt, 
to his no ſmall ſurprize, that it was to 
his friend the Abbé, he was obliged for 


the late adventure and its s ſubſequent 


conſequence. 
What an impoſtor! aid Hono- 
rius. 
And from that inſtant he became 
ſuſpicious of the ſincerity of every man. 
The ſame fatality which diſtinguiſhed 
 Honorius in his choice of a friend ri- 
gorouſly purſued him in all the various 
adventures which his capricious incli- 
nation led him to embark in. | 
In Italy, he rarely eſcaped afſaſſina- 3 
tion, for having declared, with more 3 
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THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE; 15 
truth than politeneſs, that thoſe, viciouſly 
inclined, might find opportunities of 
carrying on an intrigue 0 in a 
church as in a theatre. | 

In Spain he received no leſs chan | 
ten challenges for affirming that real 


A | bravery might find IRON inde- 
XZ pendent of a bull- fight. | 


And in Portugal he was TORE 808 | * 


with the Inquiſition, for impiouſly aſ- 


ſerting that reaſon, rather than th au- 

thority of the church, ought to be our 

guide in matters of religion. 
Having made the tour of Europe, | 


and completed his travels, Honorius re- 
turned to his native country, furniſhed 
with unanſwerable proofs of the mean- 
8 neſs and villainy of mankind, and as 
remote as ever from the enjoyment of 


that happineſs, the ſearch of which had 
| ſtimulated him in his ramblings. 

Well after all, faid Honorius, Eng- 
land in eſſentials beats the univerſe. It 


18 


16 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE, 
is the land of freedom and the land 
of ſcience. A well-diſpoſed individual 
may live here comfortable, and with- 
out running any hazard from aſſaſſina- 
tions, bull-fights, the Baſtile, or the 
Inquiſition; and what adds to theſe 

ſingular advantages is, they permit not 

eccleſiaſtics to plague them and inter- 
"rope their harmony. 
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THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 17 


©. IE A P. II. 


I WISH to Heaven it was in my 
power to account for the eccentricity of 
the human mind, merely for the ſatis- 
faction of informing the reader what 


induced me to wander bara that | 


morning. 4 


A ſudden irreſiſtible n 8 
poſſible for me to afford an explan - 


tion of, almoſt in voluntarily urged me 
on, and before I had time to expoſtu- 

late with myſelf on the adoption of ſo 

unpremeditated a meaſure, I found my- 

ſelf in the ſtreet. | 
It was a delightful morning. The 
ſun had juſt began climbing the Eaſt, 
the ſky was ſerene; the air temperate ; 
and the whole exhibited a ſcene, as 
difficult in the deſcription, as imprac- 
ticable 1 in a the Imitation. | 
| ce T hou 


18 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 
Thou NaTvurE art my * 
ſays the poet. 
The diſtinction is juſt, and does no 
diſcredit to the ſublimity of his ge- 
nius. 
And yet, how many do we daily 
meet with, the ſole labour of whoſe 
exiſtence ſeems to be employed for the 
purpoſe of ane the hae 
of ——— | 


e ee , 0 Fe 


I had ſcarcely paſſed the extremities. 
of the village, before my eye was of a 
ſudden caught by the dftans en, 
ance of Honorius. f 

He was negligently Keke WY at the 
foot of a venerable oak. His figure, 
his. features, and the whole diſpoſition: 
of his perſon, manifeſted the moſt {trik- 

ing ſymptoms of a mind diſguſted with 


the world, and gave the by-ſtander a 
So more 


r 


IEEE MAN OF EXPERIENCE: tg 
more immediate infight into the pecu- 


liarities of his character, than could 
poſſibly be gathered from the pencil 


of ſcience, or the poliſhed periods of 
deſcriptive eloquence. 
In his right hand he held a little 


Aſchylus. His left ſuſtained his head. 


The fire, the pathos, the enthuſiaſm, 


of the poet, as he proceeded, agitated 
him in a manner Ing: e W 0 


tiful. 


His eye alternately diſplayed * 


rage of paſſion, the prevailing ſoftneſs 
of perſuaſion, the gentleneſs of love, 
and the terrific madneſs of inſulted ma- 


jeſty. - 5 
As 1 . him I rn i 
tear irregularly wandering down his 
cheek. It was the tear of ſenſibility; | 


and I envied him an GUY lo an. 
rious. IF 
The moment Sy ſaw. me. he cloſed 


the volume that had before demand- 
ed 


| 
| 
[| 
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20 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 

ed his attention, and, having wiped 
away the filent evidence of his feelings, 
which reflected a grace to his counte- 
nance, unknown to the ſelfiſh and ille- 
beral, he accoſted me with a' freedom 
and politeneſs which ever diſtinguiſh a 
mind enlightened by education and re- 
fined by experience. 

Raiſing himſelf from the ground, be 
viewed me with a ſtedfaſtneſs that in- 
dicated a deſire of penetrating into the 
inmoſt receſſes of my ſoul. 

IJ uſed no endeavour to interrupt his 
| aeg but, paſſively ſubmitting to his 
humour, waited in patient expectation 
o the cloud diſappearing. 

His eye yet ſwam in ſurrounding | 
bins It was a full dark eye, and 
W Prop tenderneſs inexpreflible. 

Eagerly ſeizing my hand betwixt 
both his, he exclaimed in an evident 
tone of er 


« This 


THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 


This world, my friend, is a cheat 8 
J have long been toiling, with unre- 


mitted anxiety, to find out one motive 
which might induce a rational being to 
covet the enjoyment of it. The more 
I conſider it, the more am I bewil- 
dered. F. 
Plodding, crafty and deceithil, one 


half of mankind live by admiſtering 


to the vices, or impoſing on the weak- 
. neſs of the other. Even the diſtin- 


guiſhed offspring of genius prod 


their talents to this unworthy purpoſe ! 

Is not this a melancholy wan 
Euphraſtus | 7 

I endeavoured to wean him from re- 
flections ſo diſagreeable, by a ſeaſon- 
able deſcant on the beauties of the 
morning. „ | 

The attempt, however, v was vain. 
I tell thee, Euphraſtus, continued 


he, there is not a particle of this vile 


carth but teems with evil: | 
| F —'tis 
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2 ttis an al garden, 
That grows to ſeed; things rank and groſs i in 


nature 


Poſſeſs it ty — 
And yet, this is the ſpot fn which 


we ſo eagerly contend |! 
It is a prize unworthy the conteſt, 
replied I. 

It is a bubble, ſaid Honorius. 


n & SS S &S 


As we purſued our walk, Honorius 
Telaxed much of his humour. He en- 
tered more immediately into the ſpirit 
of converſation. It was a fortunate 
interval, and J invited him to improve 
RM - 5 : 


Strange, ſaid Honorius, that the 
accidental allotments of fortune ſhould 
ſupply food for the vanity of the un- 
deſerving ! 

Yet fo it is, Euphraſtus. 

* ot Ex- 
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Examine into the actions of thy fel- 
low creatures indiſcriminately, from 
the prince to the Peaſant, and thou 
malt find, that man is by nature a 
tyrant. 

Proud, cruel, and aſpiring, he mY 

ſeeks the gratification of his own ſordid 
appetites, and uninfluenced by- any 
great and generous motive, in the ge- 
neral depravity of mankind, vainly en- 
deavours to frame an excuſe for his o] n 
monſtrous rapacity. 
The prince tyrannizes over his 
ſubjects: and his ſubjects, God help 
them! not to be behind hand with 
their ſovereign, diſcover the natural 
bent of their Uiſpoſition by N 
over each other. 

It is _ the ſame unter every 20 
vernment.— 3 


. 5 + * 


4 tall meagre object that inſtance | 


preſented himſelf to us, imploring our 
a 


2 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 
charity. He was the repreſentative of 


Miſery; and yet his countenance be- 


ſpoke an acquaintance. with better days. 


In his left hand he bore a ſtaff, which 


helped to ſupport his tottering frame: 
his right was preſſed to his heart. 


A viſible delicacy, which 4 N 


through his whole behaviour, ſhewed 
him unuſed to ſupplicate. 


And yet, we were equally predeter- 


mined not to Sive him a ſingle far- 
thing. 


For the love of God ! faid he, bowing 


as we approached him. 


Honorius's hand, by a kind of 'me- 


_ _ chanical inſenſibility, ſtrayed towards 


A : 


-the ie beggar. 


his breeches pocket, with the intention 


of ſecuring it. 
For the credit of Chriſtianity: - faid the 


C upplicant. 


Honorius was immoveable. 
For the honour of * conti inued 


A tear 
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A tear which accompanied this laſt 
expreſſion, ſpoke more ſtrongly in his 
favour than would the eg of an 
angel. r „ ve way 
0! faid Eliot tags; ales man can- 
not be an impoſter. It is impoſſible! 
Generous, generous Honorius! ex- 
claimed the ſon of poverty, as he par- 
took of the bounty of his benefactor. 
Tou know. me then? ſaid Hono- 
rius, ſomewhat ſurprized. , 
As did. Face once the, [happy 
Raymond. 
Raymond | ” Rn; 171 81 
H Gracious Heaven! Sure it 
cannot be !. In truth but I b believe it is 
my friend, my ſchool-fellow !. __ | 
I am, indeed, faid Raymond, that 
wht man, who was once hap- 
py in the friendſhip and acquaintance 
of Honorius. 5 8 
And by what e e 
Fai Honorius, do I find the gay, the 
r Vol. 1. - . prightiy 
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ſprightly Raymond reduced to the 
neceſſity of imploring _ alms of We 
charitable * N 

By the treachery of a villain: re- 
plied Raymond. My ſtory is long; 
nor is this a 2 _ for the rela- 


tion. 


But a tiger Pate ſhall be found: 
ſaid Honorius. 
You fhall go Ede with me. I 


will attentively liſten to your ſtory. I 
will ſhare with you in your misfor- 
tunes. And 1 will, if 2 relieve 


your diſtrefs. 
It is great: ſaid Raymond. 


It fhall be my ſtudy to leſſen it: 
replied Honorius. | | 


h „ 64's 


Alas! Euphraſtus, ſaid Honorius, 


explicable ways are the affairs of mor- 
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tals regulated! To day baſking in the 
ſun - nine of proſperity, we arrogantly 
direct our wiſhes to the clouds, and, 
truſting in a fancied ſecurity, remain 
which to-morrow, burſting over aur 
heads, deftroys our fondeft ideas, and 
levels us with the u worm we . 


upon? | z a 4 bes Nd #3 1 


c 1 celfe ; aviore caſa, 
= , 6s ' Decidunt turres.” . : 


11 is 4 melancholy 3 Eu 

phraſtus ! 
And after all, which we have toiled 
and toiled, to what does our labour 
amount ? Perhaps, to a paltry pre- 
eminence, that only ſerves to render 
more apparent our own imperfections. 
Private, and unambitious of world- 
ly diſtinctions, a man might ſafely in- 
N his s natural propenſities, whether 
e directed 
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directed to the attainment. of good or 
evil, unnoticed by the million; but 
the inſtant he is known, his errors are 
recorded, his virtues ſuppreſſed, and 
his vices blazoned by the pen of III- 
nature, and hung up as a deſirable of- 
ſos at the ſhrine of ſcandal. | 
He who has merit, has a 1 
enemies to encounter. He ought to 
expect them. Nature deſigned it in 
her wiſdom as a mark of diſtinction. 
It is the teſt of which every one ſhould 
be defirous. It is the teſt of worth. 
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W were now arrived at the habita- 
tion of Honorius. Plain, ſimple and 
unornamented, his manſion had ever. 
been more remarkable for hoſpirality 
than for elegance. 
And yet it was not to de deſpiſed.” 
Although unſurrounded with the 
gaudy decorations which proclaim the 
abode of the ſons of grandeur, it never- 
theleſs manifeſted advantages e 
more valuable. 

Its walls never refuſed : a ſhelter to the. 

widow: and the fatherleſs; nor were 
its doors ever ſhut againſt the cries of 
the neceſſitous. 

Honorius, however he lamented LY 
degeneracy. of mankind, conſidered 
them, notwithſtanding, collectively as 

his brethren. If he cenſured their vices, 
"x. Ch he 
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he, at the ſame time, adminiſtered to 
their wants. If he condemned their 
errors, he likewiſe did 882 to their 
merits. 

And yet Honorius ſteered or fi as 
clear of any im 3 of radeneſe u 
of flattery. wk 

The moment we entered his del. | 
ling, the attention of Honorius was 
directed to his old ſchool-fellow. 

It was a proof of his humanity. It 
was a proof of his virtue. | 

Honorious did not allow him um- 
cient time to expreſs his wants. He 
felt them ; and he as Oy" FH 
to relieve them. 

By his order he was provided with 
whatever his neceſſities, and the Tally” 
of his nature required. 

It was not ſufficient that his appetite 
was appeaſed: other demands, no leſs 
urgent, found their he to the Braff 8 


+ his * hoſt. 


+ My 
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My friend was not uſed to be thus 
habited ! ſaid Honorius. 23 

Raymond bluſhed at the recollection: 4 
it was the bluſh of ſname. ü 
A tear r ſtarted from his 
4 | Ok a He es 
Honorius dane it. He became 
that moment ſenſible of his error. He 
endeavoured to apologize for it. He 
was incapable. His heart was too 


full. 


- 


„ . „ 


It is incredible how much the ge⸗· 
nerality of both ſexes are indebted for 
their conſequence in life to dreſs. 
Even an ornament of ever ſo trifling a 
nature ſhall ſometimes ſtamp an im- 
portance on the wearer, productive of 
advantages, for the deficiency of which 
a man of real worth muſt live and die 
in obſcuritʒ. 
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A ribbon, a ſtar, : NAY, A gold but- 


ton and loop, has its peculiar privileges; 
and without ſome ſuch aſſiſtance, many 


an aſpiring blockhead, who now figures 


as the patron and protector of taſte, muſt 


be content to ſpin out his exiſtence un- 


applauded; unnoticed and unknown. 


But it has ever been the faſhion of 
the world to be e * Pear. 


ances. 


Halt > 
wo 


no % 


The improvement that was made in 
Raymond, after his viſit to the ward- 


robe of Honorius, 18 inconceivable. 
He no longer appeared the wretched 
object who had that morning ſuppli- 
_ cated our early charity; but new-cloarh- 
ed, from head to foot, he preſented us 


a figure neither deformed nor diſagree- 


N able. 2 . Se 


is features were cal ex- 
preſſi ve, and proclaimed an acquaintance | 


with better times. 
I readily 


— 
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I readily. credited the intelligence 
they communicated, and 1 congratu- 


lated ag upon his reſtoration to ſo⸗ 


co” 85 7 35 ** 8 
3 too, joined! in the pleaſing 
taſk. / It was a taſk fie Genen in, 
It was the work of Tein.” 
was the work of humanity. 
He was happy in the idea of berg . 
been ſerviceable to a fellow creature. 


His happineſs was of the rational kind. 


It was founded on 'virtue, and infinite- 
ly exceeded the tranſitory raptures 
ariſing from libidiniſm and voluptuouſ- | 


neſs. | 
Nor was Raymond inſenſible of the 


obligations conferred on kim by 11⁰¹ 5 


norius. #P 
His looks were eloquently expreſſive 44 

of his gratitude. En 
It was a language, which, however 
filent, r the moſt indubitable 
0 5 en 
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teſtimony of acknowledgement, and | 
proceeded immediately FORE the * | 


+254 


FC 


1 am 1 "hit Commons ( when 
he had ſomewhat collected his ideas), 
in what manner I may beſt declare my 
But words are inſufficient to 

interpret the ſenſations of the ſoul, 
when labouring with emotions of gra- 
titude. Let fancy ſupply the defect! 
Honorius wiſhes to be informed to 
what motive he ought to impute 
* the diſtreſs which but now over- 
| whelmed me. He deſires to learn the 
incidents which occaſioned ſo un- 
uſual an appearance in a man whom 
he was wont to conſider as his equal. 
If Honorius can in reality derive any 
pleaſure from the artleſs repreſentations 
of the unfortunate; if he would wiſh 


to participate in the. feelings of the 
bm 


_ 
\ 
* 
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wretched, my aequieſcence ſhall” nor 


be wanting to promote his fatrsfaEtion. | 
Friendſhip, inclination” and: gratitude, 
alike teach me to contribute to the will 
of my benefactor. Simple and un- 
poliſhed, my language ſhall borrow no 


ornament but from truth, from whom 
alone II ſeek for credit, and from whoſe 5 


aſſiſtance only I wiſh for ſupport. 
Of my family and connections Ho- 


norius cannot poſſibly be ignorant. 


The intimacy which ſo long and ſo 
_ happily ſubſiſted betwixt us renders 


that circumſtance beyond a doubt; I 
ſhall, therefore, cautiouſly avoid an un- 
neceſſary repetition of what might ſub- 
ject me to an imputation of prolixity; 
but, briefly confining myſelf within the 
limits of thoſe tranſactions which hap- 


pened ſubſequent to the period at which 


Honorius quitted college, ſhall uſe my 
| endeavours to preſent him, in an un- 


diſguiſed manner, with every material 
| C6 . 


) 


% 


FS, % 0 bs # * * | 
8 8 | 25 bo "1 _” DE 3 | I | s 
; * F 1 25 _ S Ke * LEE W 8 ; nt, » 
* * * * N * 5 5 8 * 4 : K 4 y 8 * # 1 A 
5 ' 2 , IR + n 5 — l * 5 Weg: * Eg” 4 5 5 * \ 
16 ; 1 2 0 . N + + : 8 : ; 8 
F Wed [ e r 5 0 
2 Py : 4 I * * - * * F Yay 4 4 5 * HER 7 
: : » To, : * thy x 8 33 „ * 92 Oy 
2d * i $ . ; « : * * ay 
A. * 22 La = : L . Ta, A 4 BIG + 0 * . 8 1 
. 1 7 ded 
« x * * 
4 ö 11 t 7 * i 2 3 8 3 
# ” * 8 8 1 1 Kat 


t 
the ſeemingly- myſ- 


terious motives which gave birth to ſo 
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1 WAS! in my Ae year, con- 
tinued Raymond, when I had the mis- 
fortune to loſe both my parents. 8 
violent fever, rapid i in its progreſs, and 
fatal in its termination, unhappily de- 
prived me in a moment of a father and 
a mother, whom 1 tenderly loved, and 
gave me to the experience of ; ſorrows 
which till then I was Uunacquaingd 
with, even in idea. = 

The property. of which my father 
died poſſeſſed lying principally in the 
funds, he, in conſideration of my youth, 

committed me to the care and guar- 
dianſhip of his old friend Sir William 
Truſty. It was a prudent meaſure; 
and I doubt not but he was directed a 
therein by a thorough e for my in- . 
tereſt and welfare. eee 

rot] 16 
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Too wean my mind as much as pot. 

fible from the gloomy ſenſations natu- 
rally ariſing from reflecting on the recent 
loſs I had ſuſtained, Sir William in- 
vited me to paſs ſome days with him at 
his ſeat in Northamptonſhire. . The va- 
riety of amuſements with which that 
fpot abounds, tended in a great meaſure 
to correct me of the melancholy which 
had taken poſſeſſion of me, ped effen- 
tially contributed to ule" n of 
my ufual tranquillity. 

A few days after my arias! is 
Baronet requeſted me to accompany him 
on a viſit to his daughter, an only child, 
then at a went ene en the "neigh- 
bourhood. | 

I readily complied wich his! gelte; 
and, at an hour appointed, we ſet out 
for che place of the n kdy's reſi- 
dence. 934 

Euphemia, 8 ſuch was her name, 
was in her 3 _ 


Perhaps 


EF 


ſoft and expreſſvwe, and ber whole 
ſon diſplayed a grace impoſſible 70 def. 


finiſhed piece of worknanthi, a 

She was 6F that fender, that delicate 
mould which ſeemed to owe its faſhion 
to the finger of perfection. Her eyes 
were of a fine blue, lively, fulf and 
ſparkling, Her countenanee at once 


cribe, and only to he conceived by the 


creative power of 1 eb en A461 


What a variable and unaceountable 


being is Man! Emotions to which 
J was till that moment 2 ſtranger, ren. 
dered me incapable of ſalueing her, or 

even of” affording her the cuſtomary 


tribute of politeneſs which her fex'and: 


character demianded; The more I con- 


templated her, the more was my em. 
barraſſment inereaſed; and, during our 
whole interview, agitated beyond deff 
cription and unable to expreſs myſelf, I 
remained oe" filent and - ulmoſt Hfeleſs 
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dity ! ' ; 73 5 a, if oooh 5 ib 15 
marking the ſingularity of my beha-. 


8 
* 
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r P .wJ . ͤ ]—o»‚‚ to gn <cbet 4 hg 4 
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nn wy een at an Aupi- 


+ 


The young ws y C cobra me x avoid re- 


viour, which, however, ſhe ell, 
imputed to the contractedneſs of a col-. 
lege education, and Aa mind ba rin 


1 was happy at perceiving her 
cab tt F 4SHT 
It was a — one. 28 
For had I been aſſumd chat the. in- 
dulged even the moſt diſtant ſuſpicion 
of the real cauſe of my confuſion, it 
would only have ſerved to augment it, 
and to have rendered me ſtill more in- 
capable of regulating 1 actions and 
behaviour. 4 1 
Whatever was the l auto jon, 
or whatever was the conſtruction which 
he put upon my conduct, he, for the 
reſe . * it to himſelf, and, N 
ful- 


fulfilled the purpoſe of his viſit, we 
took our leave, and, een; 3 
ſet out on our return. e 
It is as impoſſible to imagine, as to 
deſcribe, what I felt when I reflected on 
the ſcene to which I had juſt been wit 
neſs ! Every ſtep that contributed to 
ſeparate me from the lovely Euphemia, 
increaſed my deſpondency, and I ar- 
rived at the houſe of my guardian over- 
whelmed with en 5 te and 


deſpair.. . n l 


Sir William: affected Fey n 1959 


norance of the motive which had pro- 


duced ſo ſudden and unexpected an 


alteration in me. He was aſſiduous to 
cultivate my friendſhip, and unwearied 


in his endeavours to diſpel the en 
which ſo evidently preyed upon me. 
Will you ever, my dear — 
ſaid he, continue thus to mourn an 
event which reaſon has taught us to 


live in n expectation of? Fye l 


ſuch 
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ſuch grief is unmanly, and betakens a 
mind unacquainted with religion and 


gi the foundation of 
3 alniry becoming 


or EXPERIENCE, | 


philoſophy. Tou have already fully 
and faithfully difcharged the duty you 
awed your parents, nor (if it is per- 
mitted their purer natures to contem- 
plate the actions of mortality) can they 
be difatisfied with the proofs you have 
already' given them of your love 


and affection; It is now, therefore, 


incumbent 'on , you to pay ſome. at- 
tention to yourſelf. A longer conti- 
nuance of a dejection ſo violent may 


Eve of the moſt fatal Pee 
Baniſſi n —ä 


your youth? > 
I thanked him: for his friemithig and 


advice, but at the: ſame time gave him 
ble I 
could comply with his deſite, as my 


201 forrow 


5 
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ſorrow was too firmly to admit: 


of alleviation from ordinary means. 


And yer, would I ſay to myſelf, why 
ſhould I deſpair? Her father may pro- 
bably favour my pretenſions. He at 
preſent imputes the return of my . = 
to the - cauſe which firſt created + 
When he": ſhall be made acquainted 
with its real motive, his regard for my 
welfare cannot fail n operating N 
per- eee wiühes. LION 4-81 Lie 
In this manner ak I W wink ny 
ſelf, and the event determined me to 


f cliriigm my ny paſo to 3 and, 


by his behaviour on the occaſion, to 
regulate" my e . reſpolting 
i at , 
The — was a bold n an 
0 the utmoſt er and ad- 
areſs im the: execution. r of Ae a 3 
day, as the old — es 
amen Me ——_— 6 
- * 


128 in my 2 30 invi ng 
me to unburthen myſelf to him as to 
my friend and father, I eagerly em- 
braced ſo flattering an occaſion to exe 


cute the intention I had formed relative 


to an ee: of The * _- _ 


* „Why ould: you wih me; aid L 
to l the friendſhip and good opinion 
with which you have hitherto honoured 
me? Is it not ſufficient that I am my 
ſelf ſenſible of my on weakneſs, a 


confeſſion of which will moſt probably 


draw on me your reſentment, and ſub- 


ject me to the * h of my own 


mind for having injudiciouſly 1 
a circumſtance ſo replete with 
ger? But as you have every 4 to 


_ command, ſo it is my duty, as coy 


be . ſtudy, to obe... 
When death had ſo ſuddeniy hes 
1 d me of a um — mother , 


Te THF 


* 


but you. 


4 de ** ha dated, * 
8 father in his choice of you for my guar 

dian, I highly applauded. It was the 
_ reſult of experience. It was the reſult 
of . ppt wikiden and mature . | 


I was e n n friend- 


ſhip: for that father. I knew your re- 
gard for myſelf. I admired your abi- 


51 . eee ow . 


4 % 
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no wonder I ſo readily accepted the 
invitation yau ſo _ __ me of 


Whether I ought to dns this 


invitation as fortunate, or otherwiſe, 


entirely depends upon the manner in 


which you may receive the declaration 
Jam now going to make. The enter- 


prize is hazardous; but it is at the ſame 


n a8 having. no bent, ng: friend, 5 


* . 
— > D — Are” 


time neeeſſary. And as you have been, 
. innocently, the inſtrument of 
my preſent unhappineſs, it is but rea- 
| Tonable that ou Would be W of 


| Len have a daughter, Sir Wil. 


nam. In ber behold the cauſe of my 
anxiety. From the moment I ſaw her, 
I loved her. My paſſion, in ſpite of 
me, every hour increaſes. In vain I 
call to my aid the powers of reaſon 
and of reflection. In vain I repreſent to 
myſelf my own imperfections and the 
little probability there is that ſhe ſhould 
ever be brought to think favourably 
of me: and in vain I exert every ef- 
fort that ꝓromiſes to aſſiſt me in ap- 
poſing the further progreſs: of an affec- 
tion ſo violent. Ina contention af this 

ind, reaſon proves ine ffectual, 


Philoſophy 3 Judge 
A mt n n 
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would have expoſed me to the Baronet's 


diſpleaſure. In this I 1 ain pe 
agreeably diſappointed. 3 

Having vninterrupteciy liſtened to 
the addreſs juſt repeated, he replied to 


it with a ſmile, which, as it tended to re- 


„ 


„ And why; faid hoes — "uy to 
be afflicted at a circunſtani To en 


ceedingly natural? At your tit 


life rhe paſſions are apt v0 take fire. 
Too frequently they miſlead the judg- 
ment; and, if mot carefully guarded 
againſt, oftentimes proceed to vitiate 


the heart, and to deſtray the . ow 
* of rectitude. | 


Your underſtanding will ſufficiently 
PR 
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I expected that ſo open a declaration 


move the apprehenſion I lay under ef 
5 0 anger, ſo it ſerved no leſs to aſſure 
me of his diſ er hand ann . : 


"+ -Thinds-nve;/- lower; phe <E- 
you J harbour ſuſpicions of this ſort. 
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WS 


paint to you the deformity of irregular 
paſſions and ſenſual attachments. You 
want no monitor in a matter ſo ſelf-evi- 


dent. You have but to conſult your 
1 Fabon. and conviction muſt: follow. 


c Will you credit me, continued "BH 


: if I aflure you that, from the firſt mo- 


1 was no ſtranger to your wiſhes | 
ecting my Euphemia ? With plea- 


ſure. I beheld the early impreſſion ſhe 
made on you; and, howſoever I at- 


apted to conceal the knowledge of 
that, particular from a: fear of creating 
you pain, 1 + nevertheleſs employed 


every endeavour to draw you into an 


explanation neceſſary for the reinſtate- 
ment of your tranquillity. I have at 
laſt prevailed; and ſhall anſwer you by 
a declaration equally ingenuous, name- 


Iy, That if my confent may contribute 


to your e be ent as . as 
you can wn. lte c at 
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I. was going that inſtant to - throw _ 


myſelf at his feet, unable, by any other 


means, to expreſs the ſenſe I entertaig s ; 
of his goodneis, * he en =Y 563 
a — 1: 107 1 


My conſeritb brave: nc 5 
nn I once more repeat it, chat 1 
do not, at preſent, know a — in the 


ledge for a fon-in-law;: 


onſulted before you can expect to de- 
rive any ay ntage from my partiality. 

«© Youre as yet but young. It is 
my advice, that you return to college, 


and there purſue your ſtudies for a year 
or two more; at the concluſion of 


which period, ſhould you continue in 


Bur do not. | 
from hence imagine that the father's 
voice precludes the daughter's right. 
2 n inelination muſt be firſt. 


— — —_ 9 OO An i —— 
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the ſame diſpoſition of mind towards 
my Euphemia, and ſhe ſhould diſcover 
ng averſion to your propoſal, I ſhall, 
S with pleaſure, uſe my endeavours to 
- Convince you that my regard for your 
happineſs is only inferior to ch 1 en- 
5 terrain for her's.”. 1 
 Natwithſtanding this as FRAN 
17 took a ſomewhat different turn from 
what T at firſt conjectured, I neverthe- 
leſs thanked him for the generoſity of 
his promiſe, and for the candour with 
h he had attended to me; and, as 
1 knew how difficult it would be to 
prevail upon him to agree to terms 
more favourable to my hopes, I ſilently 
acquieſced with his determination, and, 
in a few days after, took my leave, and 
Ft out on my return to Oxford. 
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Baronet had thus agreeably flaytered _ * 
me, entirely corrected the melancholy, 
that had ſo lately eclipſed thy natural 
gaiety, and fully reſtored me to the 
poſſeſſion of that peace which was wont 
to be my companion. 

My brother collegians expreſſed the 
higheſt ſatisfaction at my r Pear 
5 amongſt them. They were unanumous 
in their congratulations, and in thei 
profeſſions of friendſhip and regard. 1 
_ readily gave credit to thoſe profeſſions 
as. originating in ſincerity; but a very 
little time convinced me that their 
adulations were much more directed to 
the fortune than to the individual. Eo 
In conformity with the deſire of my; 
e I chearfully reſumed my a 5 

| D 2 | Ks Es 
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ſtudies, which, notwithſtanding the in- 
terruption they had ſuſtained, were ſtill 

productive of advantages the moſt be- 
cia and Ania. and ſuch as I eagerly 


_—_ 8 the aid of my dy purſuits, 
the idea of my Euphemia would, how-' 
ever, occafionally intrude itſelf upon 
my repoſt I was apprehenſive that 
ſhe might diſapprove of my paſſion. I 
weighed her perfections againſt my own 
. meg and Wo” amazing Son- | 


76 Her father, would 1 fay, is par- 
bow, - tial to me. To that partiality alone 
am I indebted for his ready compliance. 
His daughter will, I fear, behold me 
| with eyes widely different. The con- 
| fuſion and embarraſſment which diſtin- 
guiſhed my behaviour, the firſt and 
only time my eyes were bleſſed with 
7 er! image, could not fail of operating 
to the — of " hopes. The 
con- 
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concluſion is natural. It is 0 * 
ought to expect!ꝰ 

The effects of ba * e. 
be powerful, and, under a con via 
dilagreeable, it is no wonder tk at 


| times I almoſt deſpaired of ſucceeding | 
in my ſuit; when I one morning un- 


expectedly received a ſummons to at- 


tend Sir William, who was ſuddenly 


taken ill at his ſeat in Northampton- 


ſhire, which baffled the utmoſt ſkill of 
his phyficians, and left ren 0 eee = 


of his recover. TO" 
I was exceedingly alarmed : at t 
telligence, and the more ſo, as he was 
' now the only dependance I had as a 

friend and a father. To him I could 
unboſom myſelf with the freedom and 


unreſervedneſs of a fon. To him x 


could with ſafety 5 declare my wants: 

and, from his regard, I was ever affured 

of conſolation and relief! 3 
5 3 


i in- 
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The journey, however, afforded me 
one ſatisfaction, as it promiſed to bring 
me once more to the fight of Euphemia. 
That hope ferved to comfort me in 
the midft of my affliction on account 
of my guardian, and adminiſtered me 
pleaſure in the very boſom of pain. 
Upon my arrival in Northampton- 
ſhire, I found my worthy friend and 
protector ſtretched upon his bed, almoſt 
inſenſible. He was attended by his 
lovely daughter, whoſe bright eyes, 
ſhining through her tears, gave an ad- 
ditional luſtre to her beauty, and re- 
flected a grace at once engagingly mele· 8 
ing and irreſtſtibly enchanting. 
The inſtant Sir William was certi- 
fied of my approach, a faint gleam of 
joy diffuſed itſelf over his features. 
Eagerly ſeizing my hand, and ſteadfaſt- 
ly fixing his eyes upon my counte- 
nance, he pathetically exclaimed in a 


low voice, 
| cc Ah, 
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Ah, Raymond] this is a ſorrowful 
meeting! My Euphemia too! I hoped 
to ſee you united before my death, but 
Heaven has ordered otherwiſe | How- 
ever, thy will, O God, be done! 
I have requeſted your attendance, 


continued he, for the purpoſe of bear- 


ing witneſs to my laſt moſt ſolemn de- 
W J have now no favourite 


paſſion to ſeek the gratification of; no 


intereſted attachment to indulge ; nor - 
a wiſh but to convince you of my eſ- 
« From the moment in which you 
was firſt committed to my guardianſhip, 
I ardently, I eagerly hoped, that I 
ſhould one day fee you matched to my 
Euphemia. It was a hope enforced by 
a ſenſe of your merits. I read your 
virtues, and I wiſhed to reward them. 
«© Whether or not my defire will 
meet with its final completion is, as 
yet, only. known to that Being whoſe 
D 4 pene- 
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penetrating eye inveſtigates with equal 
facility, events palt, preſent and fu- 
ture. 

« Should it be his ee plea- 
ſure that this my laſt wiſh may be in- 
dulged : ſhould he permit me the aſ- 
ſurance that my Raymond will yet one 
day become the huſband, the protector 
of my child, I could this moment chear- 
fully refign myſelf into the arms of 
death with peace and reſignation. 

«© However, let me not be under- 
ſtood by my Euphemia as wiſhing to 
influence her to an action which may 
any ways operate in prejudice to her 
happineſs. I deſire not to put the leaft 
conſtraint upon her will. It 1s enough 
that I adviſe; I wiſh not to com- 
1. £04. 20 

% My whole eſtate, excluſive of ſome 
trifling legacies, I have bequeathed to 
my daughter. It is a diſpoſition I 
have long ſince made, as knowing it 

| DR 


* 
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to be the duty of every one to be armed 
againſt the accidents of mortality. Tem- 
poral affairs ought never to interfere 
with thoſe of eternity ; nor ſhould the 
moments which are due to reflection, 
be idly devoted to the leſs eſſential pur- 
poſes of worldly arrangements. 
„Lou, Raymond, will find that I 
have paid the utmoſt attention to your 
_ intereſt, by the manner in which I have 
managed your fortune. You will have 
no cauſe to regret that your father com- 
mitted you to my care. Excluſive of 
the friendſhip which ſubſiſted betwixt 
that father and myſelf, the regard which 
I entertained for his ſon, was ſufficient 
to bind me to his ſervice. You will, 
therefore, learn that I have acted for you 
as a faithful guardian and a diſintereſted 
ſteward. It is a character which, Ithink, 

belongs to me. It is a character which! it 
was ever my wiſh to preſer re. 
EI will now give you the laſt pre- 


ſent you will ever receive from me, and 
MS what 


58 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 
what you ought not to be aſhamed of, 
MY BLESSING, My Euphemia too, ſhe 
ſhall ſhare in it. It equally belongs to 
her; nor will ſhe, I truſt, reject the 
humble mite. e 
« In whatever manner Providence may 

hereafter diſpoſe of you: whatever be 
your deſtination; or whatever the object 
F of your purſuit, may your honeſt wiſhes | 
| meet with the indulgence they merit! 

May the bark of life, unimpaired by the 
accidents of time, fail ſmoothly through 
the ſeaofproſperity, and may you finally 
meet with the reward which is alone 
Prepared for the virtuous !” 

Having thus delivered himſelf, he 
requeſted us to leave him, as he found 
himſelf ſomewhat heavy and ts, N . 
to ſleep. 

I was greatly pleaſed with this re- 
queſt, as it indicated a probability that 
he 1 yet get the VO of his diſ- 

"Ws 
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order, and by that means reſtore peace 
to an almoſt deſpairing family. 
Euphemia, who joined with me in a 
wiſh ſo benevolent, quitted her enfeebled 
parent with a mixture of hope and 
anxiety ſo viſibly depictured in her coun- 
tenance, that nothing ſhort of the moſt 
confirmed inſenfibility, could poſſibly | 
fail of doing juſtice to her piety, in the 
contemplation of her feelings.* _ 
In ſpite of her ſorrow, her face mani- 
feſted beauty inexpreſſible. Her grief, 
like the delicate touches of a maſter, - 
gave a ſoftneſs to her features, which, 
without diminiſhing the majeſty of her 
appearance, diffuſed a grace around 
her, which it was impoſfible to behold 
without emotion. 5 
For my own part, I was more than 
ever captivated, nor could the folemn 
ſcene, of which I had juſt been a ſpec- 
| tator, reſtrain, in every reſpect, the vi- 
olence of my defires, which at times de- 
TR D 6 _ .. _ pr 


60 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 


prived me of the powers of utterance, 
and nearly hurried me beyond the 
bounds of reaſon. © 
And yet, when I took her hand, * 
the purpoſe of conducting her from 
her father's appartment, my legs trem- 
bled under me; my whole frame was 
convulſed; and I was incapable of af- 
fording her even the cuſtomary civilities 
which ſhe wag entitled to expect, no leſs 
from the character I aſſumed than on 
the ſcore of common politeneſs. 

Sir William, notwithſtanding ſeveral 
favourable turns which hisdiſorder took, 
ſtill continued to grow worſe, His phy- 
ficians had already confeſſed their inabi- 
lity to relieve or aſſiſt him. With the 
utmoſt fortitude he therefore reſigned 
himſelf to his fate, waiting in filent ex- 
pectation of the hour of diſſolution. 
It was a ſolemn interval! and ſuch as 
philoſophy might have Sede inſtruc- 
tion from. 


He 


le 


in my ſorrows, 5 
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He paſſed it without a FL aa mug 
without a figh. | | 
The inſtant his death was e 

to us, our ſorrow, which before ſeemed 
incapable of addition, broke forth with 
redoubled violence ! Artleſs and un- 
tutered by affectation, our tears unce- 
rimoniouſly forced themſelves a paſſage 


from the eyes, and proclaimed in terms, 


ſtronger and more expreſſive than words, 
the ſituation of our ſouls in the de- 
ſtruction of our hopes! 

Sir William had been to me ſome⸗ 
thing more than a parent. His tried 
friendſhip and regard had attached me 
to him by ties infinitely more than filial. 
He was my director, my Mentor. In 
him I never failed of finding a friendly 


adviſer, who, devoid of the auſterities 


of a father, participated with me in my 
tranſports, and pimpathizgd with me 


Aud 
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And yet, my grief, violent and un- 
bounded as it ſeemed, was but trifling 
in compariſon with that diſplayed 7 
Euphemia. 

For ſome moments after ſhe was 

made acquainted with the fatal event, ſhe 
ſtood motionleſs as the ſtatue of Deſ- 
pair. At length, directing her fine eyes 
towards Heaven, and fetching a ſudden 
ſhriek, ſhe fainted away, 

By the aſſiſtance of thoſe around her, 
ſhe was, however, preſently reſtored to 
the powers of ſpeech and recollection, 
which ſhe uſed no otherwiſe for a time 
than in loud and disjointed exclama- 
tions of her loſs. <© My father! O my 
father! Where ſhall I find thee | How 
ſhall I follow thee !” 

In this wild and immethodical man- 
ner of lamentation ſhe continued to 
give vent to her ſorrows, frequently at 
the manifeſt hazard of her reaſon, which 
2 | WS 1 be- 
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I began to be apprehenſive might be 
impaired by the ſeverity of her feelings. 

Having, however, ſomewhat 'abated 
the poignancy of her grief, by a liberal 
indulgence of exclamations fo violent, 
ſhe imperceptibly ſunk into a ſtate of 
inſenſibility, and in that condition, un- 
ſolicited to acquieſce, and unable to op- 
poſe, ſhe was, by the advice of her phy- 


ſicians, ſilent, dejected, and motion- 
leſs, ee to bed. 


CHAP. 
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HAVING performed the laſt ſad 
office to the memory of the departed, I 
naturally expected that Euphemia would 
admit of a ſuſpenſion to her ſorrows, 
and thereby afford me an opportunity 
of learning how far ſhe might be in- 
clined to favour my paſſion. Ihe re- 
ligious care and attention which ſhe in- 
variably paid to the recommendation 

and advice of her father; the reſignation 
with which ſhe heard him utter his laſt 
requeſt, and, above all, the known good- 
nieſs of her heart, unvitiated by an ac- 
quaintance with the vain and the worth- 
leſs of either ſex, reſpectively contri- 
buted to the encouragement of my 
hopes, and to aſſure me of the probabi- 


lity of my ſucceſs. 1 
And 
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And yet, I was not without my doubts, 
which too frequently deſtroyed the flat- 
tering proſpect which the conſiderations 
juſt recited gave birth to, and plunged 
me into the deepeſt melancholy. 

I longed for an opportunity of for- 
mally declaring the ſituation of my 
heart; I wiſhed to poſſeſs her with the 
knowledge of my paſſion from myſelf, 
in hopes of deducing therefrom a fa- 
vourable reply; and I determined, at all 
events, to take the earlieſt ſeaſon for 
the execution of ſo critical a taſk, and 
upon which ſo materially depended my 
| peace and everlaſting happineſss. 

It was not long before I was indulged 
with an opportunity equal to my wiſhes. 
prepared to embrace it, and I was re- 
ſolved, if poſſible, to improve it. 

Tha fair mourner was alone. Her 
eye was {till moiſt with the tear of -af> 
tection ; nor was the cloud of ſorrow 
yet removed from her countenance.. 
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The moment ſhe perceived me, a 
faintiſh bluſh overſpread her features, 
an emotion which I interpreted into 
ſomething favourable to my hopes : 
and yet I dreaded the conſequence of 
a declaration, which, however neceflary, 
was a meaſure that could not be exe- | 
cuted with too much delicacy or caution. 
« Ah, Madam! ſaid I, when I had 
ſufficiently recovered myſelf from the 
confuſion which her firſt look had 
thrown me into: Ah, madam ! will 
your ſorrows then never allow of miti- 
gation * Muft that ſoft, that bewttch- 
ing boſom no more know a reſumption 
of its wonted tranquillity ? And muſt I 
for ever continue to mourn with you an 
event which as ſenſibly affects me as 
yourſelf, inſomuch as it deprives me of 
every pleaſure, of every ſatisfaction 
which I once fondly hoped to partake of 
in the friendſhip and in the e reer 
of IE Euphemia ? 
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« Beadviſed! reject the gloomy ideas 


which at preſent ſo effeCtually deſtroy 
your peace, and give place to reflections 


more agreeable. Your youth, your 
beauty, both loudly invite you thereunto, 


nor is it reaſonable or commendable in 


you longer to perſiſt in a grief, which, 


however pious, is tack: as _ not to 
| be indulged. Fas 


„But, alas! in the very moment of 


my council, in the very inſtant of my 
admonition, am I myſelf wanting of that 


advice which I am ſo liberal 1 in the ad- 


miniſtration of to another! 
Horne down by the * of con- 
tending paſſions, ſurrounded by doubt, 


and overwhelmed with nm e | 


have I not to fear? 
Even thou, my Eu phemia ! ahi 


in whom is centered all virtue, all per- 


tection, even thou, however unconſcious 


of thy triumph, formeſt no inconſi- 


derable oy of ey og ama 


„ In- 
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Incapable of ſtemming the torrent 

of deſire, which impetuouſſy bears 
down the powers of reaſon; incapable 


of controuling thoſe violent ſallies of 
the ſoul which ever and anon break forth 


and overthrow the fineſt precepts of re- Ml « 


ligion and philoſophy; I yet fly to 
thee, as to the deity who is to direct 
me through the labyrinth in which 
J am involved, as to the A l 
my affections and the _ of m 
hopes. 
et imagine not that I with to avail 
myſelf of the partiality of a parent; or, 
that eſtranged to the refinements, to the 
delicacies, of love, I am only captivated 
by its more ſenſual part, as one who 


fooliſhly ſeeks for ſatisfaction from 


pleaſures in which the heart has no 
ſnhare. Ah! think not fo. ae of 
thy Raymond ! _ 

 < Unleſs thou, my . ap 
proveſt of my paſſion : unleſs thou canſt 
reſolve to return an affection, which, 


ab ſtracted 
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abſtracted from all groſs and impure 
| ideas, owes its exiſtence to a ſenſe of 


thy perfections and a knowledge of thy 


© virtues; and unleſs thy happineſs and 


intereſt be interwoven- with and depen- 


dent upon mine, even poſſeſſed of _ 
I ſhould be but miſerable!” “?“ 
I eagerly and impatiently waited wins 


| moments for her reply; and; notwith- : 
ſtanding her behaviour, during the 


whole time of my making the above 
declaration, was ſuch as gave me no great 


reaſon to be apprehenfive of a repulle ; 3 


[ yet trembled every limb, and mäni- 
feſted fears which it was impoſſible, 
with all my art, to allay, or keep con- 


cealed from the penetrating, though 


penſive, eye of my lovely auditor. 

She read my anxiety with an equal 
degree of pain and pleaſure: ſhe pitied 
my ſufferings, at the very time that the 
rejoiced in them, as they indicated the 


— of my paſſion : and ſhe con- 
templated 


1 


— 
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templated them with the more ſatisfac- 
tion, as ſhe was already inet to 


reward them. . 
Alas! Sir, ſaid ſhe, in what n manner 


8 1 
ſhall I at? Without a parent to direct | 
me, or a friend to adviſe me, I am truly MW i 
incapable of conveying you an anſwer e 
ſuch as may do juſtice to my feelings! Ne 
Be however aſſured, that I pay too great ¶ { 

a regard to the judgment of my deceaſed a 
father, to permit my conduct to riſe up b 
in oppoſition to his will. It was that th 
father's wiſh to have us united: it will in 
be your fault if ſuch his deſire be not 
fulfilled. Some time longer, however, an 
is due to our ſorrows. It is a claim ar 
which is ſupported by nature. It is a th 
tax laid upon duty by the voice of af- | toc 
nnn. 85 no 
#4 Phat debt Ae In may per- for 
haps have leiſure to attend to you. In co! 


the mean while reſt contented with the BW tak 


k 
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aſſurance that you are not indifferent to 
me.“ e 
The candour and unaffected good- 
nature which ſo peculiarly diſtinguiſhed 


her reply, more than ever impreſſed me 


into an admiration of her character, and 
gave me the higheſt eſtimation of her 
excellencies. I was - penetrated with a 


ſenſe of her piety ; and I remained un- 


alterably the voluntary captive of her 
beauty, rendered doubly alluring by 
the ſmile of ſenſibility and the lull * ; 
ingenuous modeſty. _ | 
I was now her boating companion 


and counſelor. Unpractiſed in the 


arts of deception, and unexperienced in 
thoſe wiles which fraud and treachery 


too often invent for the ſeduction of in- 


nocence, I courted her confidence only 
for the purpoſe of ſerving her, by 
combating the melancholy which had 
taken poſſeſſion of her, the only prob 
able means now left of reſtoring her to 


the enjoyment of that placid ſerenity 


which 
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which her father's death had 2 
interrupted. 
Nor did my e go atrogether 
unrewarded. Fully dependent upon 
my honour and the ſincerity of my love, 
ſhe unboſomed herſelf to me with a free- 
dom and unreſervedneſs, which, depart- 
ing from prudery and affectation, not 
only conveyed the moſt unqueſtionable 
proof of a generoſity unexampled, but 
ſerved at the ſame time to heighten thoſe 
charms which ſhe had before employed 
in the conqueſt of my affections. 
Fler breaſt too, which had fo long 
be a ſtranger to the delightful emotions 
of pleaſure and happineſs; that breaſt, 
which contained the ſum of all that was 
lovely and enchanting, once more con- 
feſſed an acquaintance with peace, and 
in that confeſſion eſſentially added to 
the tranſports which her preſence in- 
ſpired, and overwhelmed my ſenſes in a 
flood of ſupreme delight, impoſſible 


for 
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for the frailty of human nature long to 
ſupport. 

Thus happy already, infinitely happy 
in the confidence of her I loved next 
Heaven, I thought it high time to re- 
mind my Euphemia of her promiſe. 


She attended to me with her uſual 


candour; and, after a ſhort ſtruggle be- 1 
twixt her delicacy and her love, con- 


ſented to make me the moſt envied of 


mortals in the poſſeſſion of 4 I hack ſo - 
long been deſirous of. 25 

In a few days we were uhited;! 7 
peace and tranſport, every pleaſure and 


every ſatisfaction 3 which imaginati on ; 
could wiſh to realize, ſeemed to croud upon 


us, and each ſucceeding day only ſerved 
to preſent us with ſome new delight, and 
to confirm us in the belief that it was 


impoſſible for time or accident to ter- 


minate, or in the leaſt impair the hap- 
pineſs which every moment gave us 0 
the enjoyment of. 

Va . Sm CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIL 


A T a trifling diſtance from the ſcene © 
of our tranſports, lived Lord Saintly. 
He was one of thoſe deſpicable charac- 
ters, who, under the maſł of religion and 
hondur, are capable of the moſt atrocious 
actions, and the poverty of whoſe ſen- 
timents can only be equalled by th E. 
meanneſs of their ſouls-.- 

Our eſtates joining each other, e pet 
us frequent opportunities of becoming 
acquainted; which, heightened by the 

apparent ſimilatity of var thoughts and 
dilpoſitions, was ſoon productive of an 
intimady, which, on my part, . 
ripened into a diſintereſted friendſſilp. 
Mith reſpect to his perſon, Lord 
Samely was tall, handſome and en- 
gaging. A liberal e 1 
+ 1 à pleaſ- 
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a pleafing addreſs and an' eafineſs "of 
deportment, gave him a ſuperiority © 
which ſeldom failed of aſſiſting him in 
the accompliſhment. of his ichemes, 
however deſtructive to virtue; and, by a 
ſtrange and unaccountable kind of en- 
chantment, transformed the infatuated © 
objects of his villany into the advocates 
of his crimes. 
No wonder then that his phariſakcal 
behaviour, conſiderably improved by 
a perpetual proſtitution of the precepts | 
of religion, ſhould deceive me into a 
belief of his piety, as well as into a 
firm perſuaſion that his heart was as 
ſincere as his words were pure. 
Thus fondly led away by a credulity _ 
alcoſt criminal, our intimacy, every 
hour, increaſed, - and the proximity of , 
our eſtates rendering ſucha circumſtance. bo 
convenient, we ſoon were as one family. 1 
One houſe and one home ſerved us, and 
E 2 our 
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our only ſtudy ſeemed to be, which could 
moſt eſſentially contribute to the hap- 
pineſs of each other. 

Led away by ſo pleaſing a perſuaſion, 
I, without hefitation or reſerve, opened 
myſelf to him as to the man alone 
worthy of my confidence, and one whoſe 
good qualities entitled him to my love, 
my friendſhip and my eſteem. 

As Lord Saintly was a ſingle man, 
and, as yet, in the bloom of life, I was 
the more aſtoniſhed at his manifeſting 
a turn of mind ſo domeſtic and ſo every 
way contrary to the general bent and 
diſpoſition of thoſe of his age. This 
. conſideration, however, operated no 
otherwiſe with me than by increaſing the 
regard which I had conceived for him, 
and by confirming me in the opinion I 
had before imbibed of the integrity of 
his actions and the _ reality of his 


vil ES, 


HEATH: 
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So far from being diſpleaſed at theſe . 
| proofs of my regard, he invited me to 
| increaſe them, and was aſſiduous to cul- 
tivate and improve the good under- 
ſtanding which mutually ſubſiſted a- 
amongſt us; a mode of behaviour which 
J interpreted into ſomething ſo very 
foreign to the ſelfiſh motive that ſince 
appears to have actuated him, that I 
| ſhould have condemned myſelf as guilty - = 
of the baſeſt ingratitude, could one j 
moment have harboured a doubt of his 
 fincerity, his honour or his probit r. | 
So diſtant, indeed, was I from enter- 
taining any ſuſpicion of this nature, 
that I recommended him to my Euphe- 
mia as worthy of her warmeſt eſteem, 
and I was never happier than when 
enumerating the many amiable qualities 
which every day till more perſuaded 
me he poſſeſſed, | 
I had the ſatisfaction to find that ſhe 
was not inſenfible to the praiſes which 
Ry 1 o 
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I fo abundantly beſtowed upon him. 
It was ſufficient that I approved of him, 
to render him valuable in her eyes. 
He needed no other recommendation to 
her regard or to her friendſhip. 
The fummer advancing, Euphemia 
expreſſed a deſire of viſiting the me- 
_ tropolis. I had ever made her will 
the rule of my conduct. It was a ſa- 
cerifice due to her merits, and, in confor- 
mity therewith, I. inſtantly gave orders 
for the neceſſary preparations. 
As we were unprovided with a houſe . 
in town, Lord Saintly politely requeſted 
us to make uſe of his, an offer which 
we embraced with the more ſatisfaction, 
as, greatly ſuperior to our expectations, 
he propoſed being of our party. 
Enlivened by thoſe ſprightly and a- 
greeable ſallies which tend to divert the 
fatigue of travel, our journey was ſhort 
and delightful. The roads were plea- 
ſant; the weather was inviting; and 
. 1 
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nature, on either hand, exhibited, aſeene, 
ſuch as it was impoſſible to conten 55 
without a mixture of er, joy-and 
1 tranſport. 1. 

Towards the 1 * a * — Foul 
we. arrived in London. Lord Saintly 
welcomed us to his houſe, which was 
deſirably ſituated at the welt end of the 
town, with ſo apparent a frankneſs and 
good humour, that, for my part, LwWwas 
more than ever captivated with his be- 
haviour, Which I. gratefully conſtrued 

into. a combination of every;ghing ge- 
nerous, manly and polite. | 
Not contented with the many civilities , 
which he had already beſtowed upon us, 
he eagerly, embraced every opportunity 
of obliging us, and was particularly 
ſtudious in his endeavours of adminiſter- 
ing all in his power, to our ſatisfaction, 


* 


He accompanied us to. all places of 
popular reſort, where, he was at once 
E 4 our 


g 
and to our entertainment. | | | 
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our guide and our interpreter ; and took 
a ſingular pleaſure in introducing us to 
| the acquaintance of thoſe whoſe rank 
| and condition made us fully ſenſible of 
| the honour he was deſirous of confer- 
| ring on A ; k 
It is true, I had never been an advo- 
cate for company. I rather preferred 
2B the cool, the tranquil path of life, to all 
F the hurry and glare of faſhion and gran- 
deur, and conſidered the friendſhip and 
converſation of one plain man of ſenſe, 
as infinitely more valuable than the 
warmeſt profeſſions of dignified pride or 
overweening opulence. T9 
- Nevertheleſs, as it ſhould ſeem that 
Lord Saintly was himſelf ſomewhat in- 
tereſted in the event of ſuch connections, 
we did not aim to diſcourage them, but 
on the contrary, readily aſſiſted in their 
formation, as wiſhing rather to adopt a 
cuſtom, however unworthy our imita- 
tion, than, by an obſtinate and untimely 
EW 1 


— 
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- . perſeverence, ſubject ourſelves to * 
charge of affectation and ſingularity. 7 
Ihe frequent and repeated invita- 
tions we, by this means, received, and the 
many agreeable parties we helped to 
compoſe, ſoon gave us a reliſh for thoſe 
_ purſuits which conſtitute the happineſs 
of the faſhionable world, and made us 
no longer ſee that exceſs of refinement - 
in a life of domeſtic eaſe, which. we 
were once taught. to think exiſted there 
alone. | 5 
This ſudden change in our ſentiments, . 
how much ſoever it might conduce to 
our diſadvantage, - when conſidered in a 
moral ſenſe, did us, in fact, leſs harm 
than could readily be expected. 
Engroſſed as we undoubtedly were, 
by the variety and novelty of the ſcenes 
of which we ſo recently had become 
ſpectators, we nevertheleſs, . uniformly 
and invariably, maintained the ſame love 


and affection towards each other, which? 
3 firſt 


founded on the beſt and pureſt of all 
love and pleaſure, it is no difficult taſk 


ſhionable examples which on every fide 


bore the ſemblance of vice or wanton- 
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firſt actuated us; and, amidſt a life of 

ſeeming diſſipation, {till inwardly ex- 
ulted in the reflection, that, neither time 
nor accident had, in the leaſt, diminiſh- 
ed the fervour of a paſſion, which was 


motives, that of mutual eſteem.- 
With hearts thus divided, betwixt 


to conclude that our fancy found full 
employment. Unvitiated by the - fa- 


abundantiy offered themſelves to her 
view, my Euphemia poſſeſſed a deli- 
cacy of thinking which taught her to 
deſpiſe them. She had ever conſidered 

thoſe errors, which are only cenſurable 
in the yulgar, as unpardonable in the 
great, and, under that perſuaſion, re- 
coiled with abhorrence from whatever 


8 neſs. | 
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Fully ſenſible of her virtues and per- 
fections, as Well as of her loye and 
tenderneſs, I exerted every ability Hor 
the purpoſe of convincing her of my 
gratitude. She had the moſt unde- 
niable claim to it, and I, even now, 
enjoy no trifling ſatisfaction in the. rag 
flection that ſhe poſſeſſed it. 
Lord Saintly, who had neveraſlack- 2 


ceſſity, began now, to our no ſmall con- 
.cern, to manifeſt ſymptoms, which, 
from their novelty, the more nen 5 
ly alarmed us. 
My Euphemia was the! fiſt: to per- 
ceive it. Her refined penetration and 
diſcernment, watchful without inter- 
miſſion in the defence of her honour, 
readily led her to a diſcovery which - 
filled her with the moſt A ee N : 
ealineſs. 
Lord Saintly loved her. . 
ts Mp 
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His eyes, his actions, his whole be- 
haviour, Fed a truth ſo i ___ 
tant. | 
(in PF be ſoft n the tremulous te- 
cent, the involuntary figh, and the 
eager, the ſtedfaſt gaze, all, all con- 
vinced her of the juſtice xo her _ 
eions. 


And yet he heſitated; as 4 bs 


ing whether or not ſhe ought to com- 


municate to me ap po ſhe 


had made. 
The experiment will be attended 
with danger !** ſaid ſhe. 14 54 by 
A concluſion of this ſort was equally 
natural and juſt. It did no leſs cre- 
dit to her Judgment chan to her hu- 
manity. 
I ſpared her the wh. however, of 
revealing her remarks, as it was impoſ- 
- ible his paſſion could long ene my 
notice. 


ve 


la 
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In truth, it was not without pain that” 
J purchaſed a knowledge ſo diſagree- 

greeable. I was diſappointed,. I was: 
aſtoniſhed, and I was confounded! 

„ We will fly, my. Euphemia, we n 
will fly! aid I, Lord Saintly is, by na- _ 
ture, of a noble and generous diſpoſition. N 

His ſuſceptibility of ſoul ought not to 


be reckoned to his diſadvantage. We i ol 
only are to blame; and we * ought n 
to be the ſufferers... _ Rigg a | 
Is it to be expected that eyes li | 

his ſhould behold, with indifference, the MY 


charms of my beloved? or that a heart. 

warm, tender and full of defires, could 

reſolve to ſtifle the fond emotions which i 

her beauty muſt neceſfarily have creat- 9 

ed? Alas! my Euphemia, this were 

to form expectations no leſs contrary i 
to our nature, than abſurd in them- 

ſelves. op 

1 Nothing, therefore, remains, but 
chat we inſtantly bid adieu to an habi- 
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tation, where our preſence can poſſibly 
be productive of little elſe than unhap- 
pineſs. A ſhort abſence will, doubtleſs, 

effect that cure which religion may be 
inadequate to, and thereby check the 
further progreſs of a paſſion which is 


much more unfoxtungts: a. umi 
nal. 


1/6. hon meaſure, once. -honaualifhsd, | 
Lord Saintly will acknowledge the ne- 


. * ceſſity of it: he will behold, with hor- 
ror and aſtoniſnment, the precipice 
which was before him: he will rejoice 
at his eſcape: and he will thank us 


for being thus inſtrumental in aer. 8 
ing him from deſtruction.” 
It Was with pleaſure IL perceived that 


u phemia approved of my arguments. 
She was even more ſolicitous with me 
for the adoption of a ſtep ſo evidently 


prudential, than my fondeſt hope could 
have ſuggeſted. This, Lrecgived, as a 
confirmation of her love; and, in order 
that 
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that no proof ſhould be wanting, on 


my part, to convinee her of the reality 


of my affection, I propoſed, without 


delay, to make the neceſſary * 
tions for our removal. AA 
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CHAP, VII. 


« AND yet, thought I; why ought 


I thus raſhly,. and almoſt inconſiderate-- 
ly, to fly from a man, whoſe conduct 


towards me, has beet uniformly. and 


invariably generous and polite? Should 
T quit him, without firſt aſſigning a 
reaſon: for it, will he not juſtly have 


cauſe to upbraid me as an ungrateful- 
wretch, undeſerving of his friendſhip ?. 
as one, who, meanly taking advantage 


of a weakneſs which charity might ex- 


cuſe, returned evil for good, and repaid 


the liberality I was unworthy of re- 
ceiving, with pain and ſorrow? Far, 
very far from me, be ſo ungenerous an 
elt is moſt true that he has con- 
ceived a paſſion for my wife. Every 
circumſtance confirms it; but whilſt 

his 
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his wiſhes are yet confined in ſilence, 
there is no danger to be apprehended 
from. it. At worſt, it can only be 


deemed an error of youth: the involun- 


tary lapfe of a heart too prone to ſen- 
ſibility. Miſtakes of this fort are com- 
mon; they are compatible with the frail- 


ty of our nature; and, as ſuch, are in- 


finitely more deſerving of Buy than re- 
prehenſion. 
What then am I going to do? 
Inſtead of continuing with him as a 
friend, and pointing out to him the 
evils which neceſſarily reſult from paſ- 
ſions fo deſtructive; inſtead of aſſiſt- 
ing him in the conqueſt of his de- 
fires, and propping his declining vir- 
tue, I am haſtening to leave him, and 
that too in a moment when my aid and 


counſel are the moſt ee, 17 — | 


fite.” 


Whilſt I thus expoſtulated with my- 


bel, indeterminate and irrefolute; and 
alto 
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altogether unmindful of the arguments 
. which I had juſt before made uſe of to 
Euphemia, Lord Saintly came to re- 
queſt that I would accompany him 
do a ſale of pictures, ſome of which he 
was defirous of purchaſing. 
A favour ſo inconſiderable was what 
I could not have refuſed, even to che ſo. 
licitation of an enemy. 
Accordingly, and without . 
0 1 expreſſed a willingneſs to oblige him; 
and, in a few minutes, we ſet, out for 
the. place of ſale. | 
The room was exceedingly e 
The reputation of the paintings (the 
majority of which was the ꝑroduction of 
the greateſt and molt eſteemed, maſters) 
had been the means of aſſembling toge- 
ther a mixture of real and pretended ad- 
mirers of the fine arts, whoſe remarks 
and obſervations, to which. I clofely 
attended, ſerved, in a, great meaſure, 
SAS 1 weight 
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weight that oppreſſed it, and, at the 
ſame time, fully reſtored me to a reliſh. 
for the charms of ſociety. 

I ſoon perceived that Lord Saintly 


was in the very circle of his acquaint- 


ance. , I am not naturally of a temper 
2pt 5 to entertain ſuſpicion, otherwiſe the 
appearance of more than one, with 
whom his Lordſhip was evidently on a 
footing of the utmoſt familiarity, might 
have given me no little cauſe of diſatis- 
faction; and, indeed, might have rea- 
dily juſtified me, 1n diſtruſting their 
pretenſions to honour, or even to com- 
mon honeſty. bs 

My very trifling knowledge: of the 


1 world, however, rendered me blind 


to a token ſo natural and characteriſtic, 
and induced me to impute hat to my 


ownignoranceof mankind, which ought, 
with more juſtice and propriety, to have 


been attributed to real Fenetrattan and 
diſcernment. 
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As the day was conſiderably ad- 
vanced, before the ſale was concluded, 


Lord Saintly, at the inſtance of a fey 


friends, propoſed to adjourn to a tavern: 
in the neighbourhood to dinner. 


This propoſal, how much ſoever 
diſagreeable to me, I was unable to 
oppoſe, as I could not hope that the 


arguments of an individual might make 
any impreffion upon a whole body col- 
lectively, more eſpecially as they had 


already declared which way their in- 
clination urged them. I was, there- 
fore, much againſt my will, conſtrain- 
ed to yield my aſſent to what there 


was no avoiding with propriety ; and, 
without informing the company of 
my ſentiments, I inſenſibly followed 


them to the ſcene of my deſtruction. 

Dinner being ended, which was the 
firſt I had fat down to, unaccompanied 
by my Euphemia, ſince the period of 


eur marriage, the glaſs circulated with 


a Ve- 
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A velocity to which I was unaccuſtom- 


ed. 


1 endeavoured to avail myſelf r 


every neceſſary precaution, which my 


knowledge or memory furniſhed me 


with the recollection of, for the pur- 


poſe of avoiding the danger of intoxi- 
cation; the conſequences of which I 


was the more apprehenſive of, from 


the conſideration of having hitherto in- 


variably lived a life of the ſtricteſt 


ſobriety, | 
In ſpite, however, of all I could do; 


in ſpite of every effort of prudence and 


of cunning, my ſenſes were viſibly | 
forſaking me; my reaſon began to 
ſtagger; my faculties were impaired ; 
and T was ſoon rendered nearly deſti- 


tute of ſpeech and of reflection. 


Whilſt I was unhappily in this con- 
dition, incapable of fortning a right 
conception of the horror of my fitua- 


tion, or of perceiving the ruin which 
3 2 


2 * 
— r 82 — 
— ä — . —⁵¹¹— — 


of THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 


threatened me, one of thoſe. call R 
inſtruments of ſeduction, who attended 


us, and whoſe brain was never idle in 
the cauſe of vice, propoſed that the 
company might amuſe themſelves till 
ſupper time with a game of whiſt. 


The propofal meeting with no op- 
poſition, cards were immediately in- 
troduced, and a party being as readily 
formed, I fat myſelf down as a mere 


unintereſted ſpectator, and directed my 
attention to the players. 


Fortune, as is her uſual method, 


capriciouſly and wantonly ſhifted from 
fide to ſide, ſo that it was almoſt im- 
poſſible to determine, long together, 


when or with whom lay the advantage; 

a circumſtance which bore great weight 
with me, and tended materially to con- 
vince me of the honour of the contending 


p 
This perſuaſion, wed. made fo 


firm an impreſſion upon me, that I 


ſhewed 
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ſhewed not the leaſt objection (when 
requeſted, at the concluſion of a game) 


to ſupply the place of one who had ex- 


N a deſire of reſigning his ſeat. 


| Heated with wine, and unable to : 
regulate my. paſſic ons, by calling to their 


aid the powers of reaſon; I wildly and 
inconfiderately | ruſhed into abſurdities 


which were as unpardonable as incre- 


1 f 

The ready money T po x with me, 
inconſiderable in itſelf, was ſoon, very 
ſoon diſpoſed of, as was allo an addi- 
ditional ſum I borrowed, of Lord 
Saintly. 

My folly increaſing with my i for- 
tune, I raſhly accep wed every bet that” 
| was offered me; aud. in conſequence 
of a proceeding ſo injudicious, 1 very 


ſhortly received the diſagreeable al- 18 


ſurance that my 1 wor gr to 
lum 1 n. | 
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As it was inconvenient, and, indeed, 
almoſt impoſſible for me, immediately 
to anſwer thoſe demands, my fortunate } 
adverſaries, at the motion of Lord | 
Saintly, conſented to accept of my 
bond; an indulgence which I conſider- 
ed as ſomething equally polite and ge- 
nerous; and, under that belief, willingly 
ſubſcribed my name to three ſeveral 
inſtruments, which had been previouſly 
Prepared, and which, as ſoon as exe- 
cuted, were delivered, for the ſecurity 
of the parties in whoſe favour. they were 
drawn. 

After an action ſo ripe with matter 
for reflection, it cannot be ſuppoſed 


that I had much appetite for ſupper. 


In truth I had not. 

But ſecretly curſing his Lordſhip as the 
author of my folly and intemperance, 
1 made all the expedition I could to 


leave a place ſo pregnant with deſtruc- 
tion 
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tion, and, in a diſpoſition of mind, little 
ſhort of madneſs, very late at night, I 
once more reached the reſidence of my 


Euphemia. 
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mendable. 


Doaſteſt thyſelf poſſeſſed of! Incapable 
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I HAD now leiſure for reflection. 
Reſtored, effectually reſtored to the uſe 
of reaſon, and to the enjoyment of my 
ſenſes, I was taught to behold my con- 
duct in a light very far from com- 
Every recent inſtance of 
error or of guilt roſe. upon my fancy 
in colours, which, adding to my at- 
fiction, almoſt hurried me to. the gates 
of Deſpair. 

% Wretch! ſaid I to myſelf, how 
truly undeſerving art thou of thoſe 
powers, and of thoſe faculties, thou 


of oppoſing the torrent of paſſions which 
overwhelm thy reaſon and debaſe thy 
-underſtanding, what art thou better 
than a beaſt? Thy wife too! Injured 
as ſhe is, how wilt thou be again able 
. 5 4 .149;t0 
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to meet her ? Were ruin and beggary 


the only reward thou couldſt ' beſtow 


in return for her unexampled love and 


tenderneſs? And did ſhe merit ſuch 
treatment from thy hands? No! Fool! 


Fool! Fool! Hell itſelf contains not 
a monſter like thee l“ 
In this manner did I 2ccuſe nfl; : 


and, after this ſort, were my thoughts 


employed, when I was interrupted, from 
the further profecution of them, by 
the ſudden and ane entrance ces 
my wife. | 

She had been long waiting my re- 
turn, with an impatience which no- 
thing leſs than a real and ſincere . 
could inſpire. $6 

But how did I behold her? 


As a criminal, who was nnd 


how little he deſerved mercy, might 
an inexorable judge; 3 or, as a ner 
his offended Deity. 3 
2 03250] She, 


i 
| 
1 
þ 
: 
| 
| 
. 
| 
g 
; 
ö 
0 
1 
; 
| 
? 


20 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 
She, on the contrary, ſmiling like 
the effulgence of Heaven, and unac- 


-  quainted with the knowledge of af- 


fecting a tranſport in which the heart 
has no ſhare, received me with a plea- 
ſure to be conceived alone by thoſe 
who love with a delicacy and purity 
of paſhon equal to that Which. then ac- 
ayared Mer. 

A kindneſs ſo apparent, and which 
A was conſcious I -had done ſo little to 
deferve, inſtead of affording me the 
ſatisfaction, which, at any other time, 
it could not fail of beſtowing, ſerved 
only to increaſe my perplexity, by 
calling to my mind the remembrance 
of my indiſcretion, and making me 
thereby the more ſenſible of my folly 

und ingratitude to her, who was moſt 
worthy of my love 1 nen 
eſteem. 
I, however, exerted all my enden- 
n. for the Purpoſe of diſguiſing 


. my 
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my feelings: I even went ſo far as to 
attempt to return her ſmiles and her 


endearments. But, alas! my mind 
was too ill at eaſe, and my behaviour of 


too ſingular a nature to favour the de- 


ceit, or to keep my uneaſineſs long a 


ſecret from the N eyes 6 my 


Euphemia. 
The moment ſhe fa me, the con- 


cluded that ſomething extraordinary 


had happened thus to diſturb my tran- 


quillity Phe inference” alarmed her 
fears; and her imagination was imme- 
diately ſet to work, with a view a 
inveſtigating the cauſe; 


Notwithſtanding the concern n 


ſhe diſplayed, and the aggravated pain 
which I endured in the contemplation 
of her ſufferings, on my account, I 


yet could not determine with myſelf to 
make her acquainted with the real mo- 


tive of my grief. I wiſhed to ſatisfy 


her, and yet the conſequence of a diſ- 
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102 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 
covery ſo dangerous, terrified me e from 
the attempt. 
« No! ſaid J, the ſhall not as yet 
tearn the ſecret of my indiſcretion. Ra- 
ther let me debar her from the know- 
ledge of a circumſtance, which, hap- 
pen when it will, muſt inevitably yield 
her up a ſacrifice to affliction, . It is 
moſt true, I have been imprudent, 
highly imprudent. Time and ceco- 
nomy may, however, yet get the better 
of my embarraſſments, and thereby 
avert the preſent too probable conſe- 
quences of a miſconduct ſo groſs. 
Why then ſhould I anticipate mis- 
fortune? Why make her acquainted 
with that which can only give her 
pain? Such a mode of proceeding 
might juſtly be deemed the perfection 
of folly, nor could any pretence what- 
ever mus to Juſtify ſo . 85 a di- 
covery.” 5 
A The 
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The perturbation of mind which 1 
had fo long endured, augmented. by 


the conſideration of the uneaſineſs I 
had unhappily been the-inſtrument of 


affording . her I. loved, not only de- 
prived me of reſt, but otherwiſe ſo af- 
fected me, that, in the morning, I was 
pronounced to be in a high fever. 


My delirium, inſtead of abating, in- 


creaſed to ſo violent a degree, that the 


phyſicians who attended me were filled 


with apprehenſions the moſt alarming. 


Every effort of their ſkill, and of their 


care was exerted in my behalf, and, not- 
withſtanding which, during a period of 


tix weeks, their endeavours were repaid 


with but very little hopes of my recovery. 

As I was, however, by nature gift- 
ed with an uncommon ſtrength of con- 
ſtitution, I, at length, after many 


changes and revolutions, and having 


ſuffered under every variation of a diſ- 
_ ſo. dangerous, regained my 


F +: | lenſes, 
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ſenſes, ſufficient to recolle& the par- 
ticulars of what had happened. 4 

This naturally raifed in my mind 
the memory of my Euphemia, whom, 
after filently and anxiouſly waiting 
ſome hours in expectation of ſeeing, 
and without effect, I began to make 
ſome enquiries about. 

The information I received, in an- 
ſwer to thoſe enquiries, did not, how- 
ever, tend much to promote either 
my eaſe or ſatisfaction: on the con- 
trary, 1 learnt, that, a few days ſubſe- 
quent to the date of my indiſpofition, 
ſhe had accompanied Lord Saintly back 
into Northamptonſhire ; and. that, with- 
out expreſſing any defire of er me 
of the party. - 

Ah then, faid L the is Sic 
ably made acquainted with the hiſtory 
of my follies. She has gained a know- 
ledge of my weakneſſes, and ſhe Jonny 
— me on their account!?! 
| 4 1 
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I was, nevertheleſs, determined, the 
inſtant my health permitted, to ſet out- 
in ſearch of her; nor did 1 doubt of 
prevailing with her to overlook my 
indiſcretion, as owing its birth to the 
hour of involuntary intemperance, ra- 
ther than as ariſing W mn habi- 
tuated to evil. 

My ſtrength now every day in- 
renting; and my phyſicians favouring 
me with the aſſurance that I might fafew-- 

| ly undergo the fatigue of the journey, 
I wanted but little perſuafion to be A 
vailed upon to attempt it. 

Taking with me only one nn 
and making the utmoſt expedition, I, 
accordingly,. in a few hours, reached 
the place which had ſo often borne 
witneſs to my happineſs, and which 
hitherto had been the ſcene of joy; 
peace and tranſport, undiſturbed mY 
care, and e Re wy croflens' 
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CHAP. X. 


N 0 ſooner was I arrived at the fie: 


for a fight of which I had ſo long and 


ſo ardently ſighed, than I enquired of 


my domeſtics, with a viſible and a fond 
impatience, if they could inform me of 


my Euphemia? And, without waiting 
for their reply, ordered them to con- 
duct me inſtantly to her. 

Equally amazed at this enquiry, and 


at the command which accompanied it, 


they ſtood filently ſtaring at each other 


ſome moments, as if doubtful of my 


fincerity, or incapable of Arie my 


5 e 


But, gracious ach aha were 


the emotions of ſoul, when they at laſt 


aſſured me, in a manner which left me 
no room to queſtion their truth, that 
they were, in every reſpect, ignorant of 


L 
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her reſidence, having never ſeen her 
ſince the time of our departure, to 
London! 1 
„ impoſſible for conception to form 
the moſt diſtant idea of what I ſuffered - 
on receiving this intelligence. 

It was like the ſtroke of death. 

It inſtantly deprived me of my ſenſes; | 
whilſt all my faculties were ſuſpended 1 in 
wonder and admiration! 

e then, LaidT, when I had 9 
what recovered myſelf, it is too plain 
that ſhe hates me, or ſhe would not 
thus abſent herſelf from me. Could I 
but ſee her, perſuaded as I am of her 
tenderneſs, , I doubt not but I ſhould 
yet be able to. regain her affections, 
without which, life at beſt is a load 
which I care not how ſoon I reſign.” : 

The firſt meaſure which I determined 
upon, was, to pay a vilit to Lord Saintly, : 
who, I was given to underſtand, was in 


the eee rhood, and deported him- 
e =. 


* 
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ſelf with a reſerve as unaccountable as 
it was fingular. 

I had not ſeen his Lordſhip 88 NY 
time I had left him fo precipitately at 
the tavern, ſurrounded by the infernal 
inſtruments of my undoing. Nor did 
the eagerneſs which he manifeſted at 
that juncture, in his endeavours of pro- 
fiting by my infatuation, afford me that 
ſatisfaftion which I flattered myſelf with 
continuing to derive from his friend- 
ſhip and diſi ntereſted regard. 

The mean and unworthy advantage 
he then took of my condition, which 
ought rather to have awakened his pity 
and compaſſion, ſerved, however, to 
convince. me that his heart was not 
altogether ſo deſtitute of thoſe vices 
which obliterate the idea of human ex- 
cellence, as his e r would lead us 
to believe. 

Nor did the knowledge of his par- 
tiality for my wife, in the leaſt tend to 


eradicate | 
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eradicate the unfavourable impreſſion 
which his conduCt had been the means 
of ſtamping on my mind. 
In truth, ao oo to form many very 
| ns, relative to his 


Lordſhip's behaviour, every one of 


which confirmed me the more in the be- 
lief that it was by his cunning and con- 
trivance, that Euphemia was thus ſe- 
creted from my knowledge. ) 


This perſuaſion almoſt dtove me dife | 


trated ; nor was I without a ſeeret hope 


that circumſtances might opportunely 


ariſe to juſtify me in upbraiding him for 


the meanneſs and turpitude of his 
actions, which every moment ſti} more 


convinced me was habitual to him. 


And yet, I e no o ſuſpicions 


of my wife. 
Jealouſy was a bebe 


eh my ful 


was unacquainted with, and which, of 
all a Thad ever Helden contempt. 
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- THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE: 
- Befides, the many excellent and ami. 
able qualities which my Euphemia was 
the undoubted miſtreſs of: her virtues, 
which were hereditary ;.,and the natural 
and unaffected goodneſs of her heart, 
were, of 9 ſufficient to prevent 
the operation and interference of an evil 
ſo pernicious and deſtructive. 
The long experience 1 have gained 
of her perfections, obliges me thus to 
do juſtice to them. It is the teſtimony 
of truth. It is the atteſtation of a 
heart warmed into a ſenſe of her merits. 
Upon reaching Lord Saintly's houſe, 
which I before obſerved was contiguous 
to mine, I unceremoniouſly and ſudden- 
ly preſented myſelf bei n ee 
for and unexpected. 
He was alone. 
The moment he W me, his | 
behaviour was. ſuch, as could not fail 
of manifeſting to the moſt, e 


* 
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ſpectator, that my preſence diſtreſſed 
bim. 

His countenance, in an inſtant, ſhook 
off the roſes which nature had im- 
planted there, and gave way to a deadly 
paleneſs, accompanied with every mark 
of confuſion and embarraſſment. | 

It was the n, of conſtious 
guilt. 

i Where, my, 1 ſaid I, is my 
wife? Where is my Euphemia? If 
you are privy to her concealment, ge- 
nerouſly reſtore her to me! My life, 
my hopes, my happineſs depend upon 
your anſwer!“ ä 

* What mean thoſe queſtions; ? replied 
he, affecting a ſurprize. Did you 
commit her in truſt to me? Or am 
I to be anſwerable for any folly or miſ- 
conduct ſhe may have been guilty of.“ 

Ah! give it not fo raſh an epithet, 
faid I, interrupting him. My Euphe- 
mia is as much incapable of the weak- 

neſſes 
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neſſes of her ſex. as ſhe tranſcends: 
them in every outward grace and ac- 
compliſnment. Nor is ſne deſerving of 
a charge ſo groſs. Fake back, there. 
fore, my Lord, the ill- timed expreſſion, 
and know that I am determined to gain 
that knowledge by force, which I would 

much rather ſtand indebted for to your 
1 ordſhip's courteſy.” 

Beware, Sir, replied he, Bow you: 
urge me upon a point of ſo delicate a 
nature! My honour has been hitherto: 
unimpeached ;. nor can I readily brook: 
thoſe groundleſs jealouſies which ſo di- 
rectly tend to injure it. Be affured,. 
that I am an utter ſtranger to whatever 
concerns her who is the ſubject of your 
enquiries. Let this aſſurance ſatisfy 
you of my mmocence. In the mean 
time, if J can aſſiſt you in finding her, 
you need only inſtru& me.“ 
Confounded at the apparent diſimu- 
Iation with which he concluded his 

r. 
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reply, I was, for a conſiderable white, 
unable to anſwer him. 

The more I reflected on Ais bela 
our, the more powerfully was I per- 
ſuaded of his hypocriſy, and that his 
knowledge was not altogether ſo con- 
fined as he repreſented it to be. 
Eyeing him, therefore, with a look, | 
which might be ſaid to penetrate into 
the inmoſt receſſes of his foul, I _— 
rejoined, 

« Had 1 not, my Land, the moſt | 
unqueſtionable proof; was I not in 
poſſeſſion of the fulleſt and completeſt 
evidence of the contrary, and that 
from your own ſervanrs, I might per- 
haps be inclined to afford ſome degree 
of eredit to your: Were 8 declara- 
tion. 6 
« But, my Lord, I am „n 
aſſured, in ſpite of every allegation, 
and in ſpite of every artifice which de- 
ception may deviſe, that your Lordſhip: 

| was 
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was the companion of her retreat. Add 
not, therefore, inſult to injuſtice, but 
conider, my Lord, that the honour 
of a huſband is of too ſerious a na- 
ture to bear trifling with.“ 
Are you then 5 tar ar to 
_ perſevere in ſo falſe and ſo injurious an 
accuſation? ſaid he. But, remember 
Sir! you may moſt | das; repent of 
this pertinacity.”” 

_ « deſpiſe your threats, my Lord! 
_ replied I. And ſince neither the voice 
of friendſhip, nor the obligations of 
humanity. can make any impreſſion 
upon your Lordſhip :. fince you are 
equally a ſtranger to that candour, and 
to that generoſity which conſtitute real 
greatneſs ;. and fince your preſent. con- 
duct ſo fully manifeſts that your ſoul is 
incapable of entertaining thoſe feelings 
which do honour to manhood ; know; 
that. IL have. yet one method left, we 


h wu wy 
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ſhall compel you to do me the . L 


demand. 


67 PIs ſword, my Tord it is my 
taſt and only reſource. This ſword ſhalt 
extort from your Lordſhip a ſecret upon 
which depends my repoſe. Prepare 
therefore to defend yourſelf, continued 
J unſheathing it, for equivocation will 


no longer avail.” 
Finding that I was in earneſt, and 


that there was apparently no poſſibility 


of evading the rencounter, but by a 
confeſſion which would ſubject him ſtill 
more to my contempt, he made a vir- 


tue of neceſſity, and appeared as eager 


for the engagement as my moſt e 7I0# | 
with would have him. 

My ſkill and addreſs being, however, 
much ſuperior to his, and as my cauſe 
was ſtrengthened by juſtice and equity, 
after a few paſſes, I diſarmed him, and 


he lay alike open and expoſed to my 


mercy or reſentment, too haughty to 
| 1mplore: 
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implore the former, and too weak to. 
oppoſe the latter. 

The noiſe which this affair void. 
ably occaſioned, immediately gave the 
alarm to the ſervants, who burſt in upon 
us at the very moment in which I could. 
hope or expect to profit by the advan- 

tage which fortune had thus happily 
favoured me with. | 

Enraged at ſounwelcome an e 
my anger ſeemed to know no bounds. 
My nerves. trembled with exceſs of 
paſſion ; my teeth inſenſibly adhered to 
each other; my eyes flaſhed fire, * 
my whole frame was convulſed. 

Deſperately directing, therefore, my 
indignation againſt thoſe who had ſo 
rudely robbed me of my revenge, I in- 
diſcriminately attacked them collective- 
ly, till, overpowered by ſuperior force, I 
was myſelf in turn diſarmed: and, to com- 
plete my vexation, found myſelf in the 
very centre of * in the in- 

ant 
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ſtant of victory, ſtriped of my triumphs, 


and deprived of the means of being 


ſatisfied of the - fituation ef her, for 
whoſe ſake alone I wiſhed to preſerve an 
exiſtence, which, without her, was 
burthenſome and inſupportable. 
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CHAP. K 


BAF FLED thus in my purſuits 
and diſapointed in all my hopes and ex- 
pectations, I quitted the habitation of 
Lord Saintly, and haſtened home in 2 
ſtate of mind more eaſy to be conceived 


than deſcribed. 


The chain of circumſtances 1 con- 
curred to croſs my deſign, and the con- 
tinued ſeries of unfortunate events, every 
one of which augmented my anxiety, hur- 
ried me almoſt to madneſs, and rendered 
me deſtitute of ſenſe and of reflection. 

Whilſt the nobleſt faculties of the 
ſoul were thus loſt in a whirlwind of 
frenzy, my attention was, in a moment, 
called home by the appearance of Lord 

Saintly, who, with a number of his de- 

pendants and followers, had forced 

themſelves upon my Privacy, and ſur- 

3 rounded 


*> a 
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rounded me before I had time to de- 
mand of them the nature of o unex- 
pected æ viſit. z | 
This ceremony was, however, ren- 
dered -unneceflary 'by the favour of 
their leader, who, holding in his hand 
a written inſtrument, and which 1 in- 
ſtantly diſcovered to be one of thoſe 1 
had: ſubſcribed on the unfortunate night 
of my ebriety, aſked me, with a look 
of malignant pleaſure, if 1 We 
1 the 8 16 
Perſuaded that his buſineſs was 
api to demand the payment of a 
ſum of money, and confidering him 
more than ever as the object of my con- 
tempt, I made no hefitation to grant 
him the acknowledgment he required, 
which I had no ſooner done, than, pre- 
ſenting me with a copy of it, he e 
me to peruſe it. 
But Heaven and earth! how was 1 
confounded, when, upon inſpection, 1 
found 
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found it to contain, A DEED or cry 
. of all my eſtate, real aud perſonal, tg 
" Lord SAINTLY, and to HIS HEIRS, 
FOR EVER !” | 

 Atoniſhed, beyondeone eption, 4 was 
unwilling to give credit to the teſtimony 
of my ſenſes. I read- it over and over 
again, and the more I did fo, the more 
ſtrongly did I flatter ate that the 
whole was a dream. 

| Befides, I was unable to account OY 


the manner of executing ſo fraudulent 


a tranſaction, having ever made it a rule 
carefully to examine whatever I ſub- 


which I was confident I had not ne- 
glected on the preſent occaſion, net- 
withſtanding appearances ſeemed to 
argue ſo immediately to the contrary. 

Ihad not much time, however, allowed 
me for theſe cogitations, unſatisfactor 


as they were, being interrupted therein 


by Lord Saintly, who peremptorily 
n TCom- 


0 


1 


— 
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commanded me, with unpardonable in- 


ſolence, to quit the houſe to him the 


legal owner of it. | 


' Provoked at ſuch injuſtice, and more 
ſo at the unmerited contumely which 
accompanied it, I reſolutely refuſed 


compliance with an order ſo cruel and 


nefarious, and even proceeded ſo far as 


to ſet his whole power at defiance. 


This, however, was as unavailing, as 


waring againſt the winds; for, in a mo- 
ment, I was beſet on all fides by the 


mercileſs miniſters of his pleaſure, who 
ſeemed determined to convince me that 
it was to no purpoſe to oppoſe a PE 
ſo ſuperior. 

Perceiving, therefore, their i intention, 
and that it would be impoſſible for me 
to maintain my ground againſt a force ſo 
combined, I ſnatched up a Knife, 


which accidentally lay upon the table, 


and, making one deſperate effort, I 
Vol. I. 8 plunged 
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plunged it deep into the breaſt of the 
unfeeling author of my Wrongs. 

« Villain! ſaid I, receive the due 
reward of thy wickedneſs! It is the 
lover, it is the huſband that ſtrikes !” 

I was preparing to repeat the blow, 

when I was prevented therefrom, by 
perceiving him fall ſenſeleſs on the 
ground, deſtitute 1 ſpeech, and wel- 
tering in his blood. 
The confuſion which this action was 
the immediate occaſion of, afforded me 
an opportunity of making my eſcape, 
which I inſtantly effected with the ut- 
moſt precipitation, whilſt thoſe, who 
were the witneſſes of my revenge, were 
bufily employed in aſſiſting their wound- 
ed maſter. 

As it was impoſſible to determine 
what might be the event of an act ſo 
deſperate, I readily concluded that it 
would be dangerous for me to tarry 1n 
the neighbourhood, and therefore made 

all 
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all the haſte I could to forſake a place. 


ſo pregnant with misfortune. 


The day was now conſiderably ad- 


vanced ; the evening approached, and 
the ſky looked big with rain. | 

To increaſe my vexation, I was al- 
moſt pennileſs, nor could I ſee a poſſi- 


bility of providing myſelf with a ſup- 
ply ; fituared as J was, and unable to 
face thoſe upon whoſe friendſhip and 


aſſiſtance I moſt eſſentially relied. 
The difagreeable reflections theſe 

circumſtances gave birth to, almoſt de- 

prived me of the power of action. I 


accuſed myſelf of cowardice, in having 


quitted my houſe, and was even more 
than once upon the point of turning 


back, and truſting! to the ene an cons 


of a judicial enquiry. 


My Euphemia too! the apprehenſion 


of what ſhe might endure, materially 
aggravated my ſufferings, already be- 
- yond my ability to bear ; and tended 
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not a little to confirm me in the reſolu- 


tion of returning. 
This reſolution, however, was ren- 


dered impracticable by the fudden in- 


terference of a heavy ſtorm, which, in- 
creaſing at a prodigious and unuſual 


rate, preſently drenched me from head 


to foot, and compelled me to ſeek for 
ſhelter without delay. . 

In a few minutes I came up to a fam- 
houſe, into which I entered, and, after 
paying my reſpects to the honeſt farmer, 
whom I ſoon diſcovered to be one of my 
tenants, but who fortunately did not 
recolle& me, I enquired if he could 
furniſh me with a bed ? 

After ſome little heſitation, he' an- 


ſwered in the affirmative, which infor- 


mation created me as much ſatisfaction 
as in my / preſent 'circumſtances I was 
capable of enjoying. 

Three days and three nights 1 con- 


tinued in chis place, 8 from 


ſociety, 
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fociety, and without partaking of any 
other amuſement, than ſuch as the an- 
guiſh and bitterneſs of my own thoughts ; 
adminiſtered to me. 
On the fourth, as I was ſitting in a 
melancholy poſition, in the chamber al- 
lotted me, brooding over my misfortunes, 
and incapable of forming a plan for 
the regulation of my future proceedings, 
my ideas were of a ſudden diſturbed by 
the entrance of my kind entertainer. 
He informed me, that the gentle- 
man of whom he rented his farm, was 


| abſconded, on account of his having 


dangerouſly wounded a nobleman in the 
| neighbourhood, to whom he had loſt 
the whole of his eſtate at play, 
Glad of the opportunity which pro- 
miſed to gratify the defire I. had « 
learning the particulars of his Lord- 
ſhip's Hy I afked him if there 
was any thing fatal to be apprehended 
from the action he had related; and 
G. © how. 
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how people in general were diſpoſed to 
judge of the aflailanc ; ? | 
In anſwer to this, he replied: that 
Lord Saintly, though ſomewhat better, 
was {till in fo bad a way, that his reco- 
very was doubtful; and that, in reſpect to 
the unfortunate author of his illneſs, as 


he was no longer in poſſeſſion of the 


extenſive fortune which he formerly en- 
Joyed, the humanity of the world was 
ſuch, that he ought not to expect to 
meet with many advocates, _ 
After a variety of ſenſible and perti- 
nent remarks on the pernicious and 


deſtructive tendency of gaming, and in 


which I heartily and ſincerely joined 
him, he took his leave, and left me 
alone to meditate upon the information 


he had preſented me with. 


I was pleaſed to find (the contrary of 
which I had but too great reaſon to 
fear) that his Lordſhip had not fallen 


the immediate victim of my reſentment, 
and 
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and I even proceeded to hope, that no 
unlucky accident might ariſe to inter- 
rupt the progreſs of his cure: for, 

notwithſtanding the little reaſon I had 

to wiſh him well, and although I had 
every juſt cauſe to deteſt him, I was 
nevertheleſs far from being deſirous 
of his death; an event which would 
have filled me with the moſt poignant 
uneaſineſs, and which would con- 
fiderably have added to the misfor- 
tunes that already fuſficiently over- 
whelmed me. 

Having amply made every auge. 
tion required of me, for the many civi- 
lities I had received, I cordially bade 
adieu to the worthy farmer and his fa- 
mily, and, placing my truſt in Provi- 
dence, I wandered forth with a determi- 
nation of trying the friendſhip of thoſe, 
who, in the hour of care and affliction, had 
never failed of finding relief and com- 


on from my liberality and advice. 
G 4 But 


* 
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But alas! how was the ſcene 
changed | 

Thoſe, who, in the days of wealth 
and proſperity, courted my ſmiles, and 
who ſeemed to live but in my preſence, 
now avoided me as the ſtore-houſe of 
infection: their obligations forgot, their 
gratitude unrecorded, and all their pro- 
feſſions of honour and reciprocal friend- 
ſhip ſwallowed up in the unfathomable 

_ vortex of pride and intereſt. 

Turn me where I would, my unhap- 
py ſtory, accompanied with every poſ- 
ſible aggravation which falſhood and 
uncharitable malice could deviſe, was 
ſounded in my ears. My expreſſions 
were mifinterpreted ; my actions miſ- 
reprefented ; my virtues ſuppreſſed; and 
my errors transformed into vices almoſt 
too black and too horrid for deſcription. 

Is it, therefore, tobe wondered at, that 
every door was ſhut againſt me, and that 
| ecvery 
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every tongue wantonly affailed me 1 


To provoke cenſure, it was ſufficient 


that I was known to be unfortunate; 
and he who is accuſed of poverty, 
muft never expect to eſcape perſecy-" 


tion! 


me from the inclemency of the ſeaſon. 


Nothing leſs than the affiſtance of an £ 
Almighty Power, could have poſſibly 
ſupported me againſt the weight of fuch 


accumulated hardſhips ! 


Thus humbled to the very threſhold . 
of miſery ; month after month I wan- 


dered inſenſibly about, no guide but 


Providence, and no direction but 


chance. 


I was now reduced to the altimatum 
of human wretehedneſs! Hopeleſs, 
and pennileſs ; I had no houſe to ſhelter 
my headin; no bed, whereon to repoſe 
my weary limbs; and ſcarce remaining 
the ſmalleſt remnant of cloaths to protect 
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The many mortifications I endured 
in that time, it is impoſſible to enu- 
merate. 

Depending ihe a ſubſiſtence upon 
the precarious liberality of a few, my 
application ſubjected me to the re- 


proach of ALL. 
That power, however, which had 


| hitherto been my great ſupport and 


protection, determined at length to 
recompenſe me for the many trials 
and afflictions I had undergone, by 
reſtoring me once more to life, and 


by making me a partaker in the 
Joys of Triendihip, and in the charms 


of ſociety. | 
The completion of this taſk was 
happily reſerved for Honorius. He 


needs not to be reminded of the 


ſituation in which he found me. 1 
wiſh not to wound his ſenſibility, by 
recalling to his memory a picture ſo 


affecting. Suffice it therefore, to ſay, 
4 | that 


— 
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that I was an hungered, and he gave 
me meat; I was thirſty, and he gave 

me drink; I was a ſtranger, and he 

took me in; naked, and he cloathed 

ne. . „ 9 
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1 H A P. xu. 
H AVING Pk brought his hiſtory bs 


to a period, Raymond was once more 
proceeding to expreſs his gratitude to 
Honorius for the favours he had re- 
ceived, when the latter interrupted him, 
by a remark which did the higheſt 
honour to his humanity, whilſt, at 
the ſame time, it conveyed the moſt _ 
unqueſtionable proof of the * of 
his friendſhip. 
Perhaps, ſaid Honorius (whilſt a ſoft 
and inexpreflible languor diffuſed itſelf 
over his countenance, and beſpoke the 
exquiſite delicacy of his feelings), per- 
haps, my friend may require a little 
reſt after the fatigue of ſo long a 
narration? Brooding over its misfor- 
tunes, the mind becomes burthenſome 


even to. itſelf, The more ſevere the 
| con- 
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onltit. ie eres the more does it 


require the kindly interference of ſleep, 
to compoſe the violence of its ſufferings. 
It was not, however, till after re- 
peated invitations, that Raymond could 
be prevailed upon to accept the * 
ous offer of his benefactor. 
le was cautious of adding to the ob-- 


ligations he had already received: he 


felt the weight of thoſe obligations ; 


and he ſaw but too great reaſon to fear 


that he ſhould never more have it in his 
power: to. make a ſuitable acknowledg- 


Hees ſaid. Hrs, the inſtant 


Raymond had quitted us, how little 
do mankind conſult their own happi- 
neſs, in the uſe to which they generally 
apply the gifts of fortune! 7 
Did they but reflect that charity like 
mercy, *“ bleſſeth him that gives, and him 
that takes,” how differently would they 
Ant: 


$2 „ 
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But I tell thee, Euphraſtus, conti- 
nued he, we are all, even the beſt of 
us, by nature hypocrites. Vain, ſelfiſh 
and aſpiring, we have each of us a de- 
fire of being thought virtuous, whilſt 
we neglect to put in practice the very 
means which would make us deſerving 
of a diſtinction ſo rare. | 

Thus ſimulation does undo us all! 


SG SS 8.90 4 S @ 


A paper, which negligently lay upon 
the ground, diverted Honorius's atten- 
tion from the further proſecution of 
| theſe thoughts; and, as it appeared to 
wear the livery of the Muſes, we 
made no heſitation to inform ourſelyes 

more particularly reſpecting it. 
It was evidently the compoſition of 
Raymond, and confiſted of a number 
of ſtanzas, neither dente of poetry 
nor pathos. 


Ah 


— 
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Ah then! ſaid Honorius, I no lon- 
ger ſuſpect the ſincerity of my friend's 
conjugal affection. 
He who breathes forth his paſſion in 
humble proſe, may be doubted; but if 
he rhymes, he is infallibly caught. 
It is, Ax IxvocATTON TO THE SUN, 
ſaid I. T0 
Read it, ſaid Honorius. 


S „ *  S * „ * 
E © W „ * - 2 2 


PARENT of health, whoſe genial ray, 
Calls rude creation into day; _ 
Majeſtic mount yon azure dome, 

And guide my wand'ring fair one home. 


Or whilſt in orient ſplendor bright, 
Thou roll'ſt thro” fields of pureſt light, _ 
On 
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One gentle beam in pity ſpare, = 
Fo chaſe the clouds that hide my fair! 


Where, my Euphemia, doft thou rove ?* 
What envious clime conceals my love? 
What power of hell, what fiend of night 
With-holds thy beauties from my ſight ? - 


Forlorn without thee; all the day 

I figh the tedious hours away 

The tedious hours I find depart, 

But not the pangs that rend my heart 


| Oh! could I hope to ſee thy * oe 
E'en earth's remoteſt bounds Id trace, 
Where favage wolves the ſoul affray, . 


And "_ lions roar for prey. 


Not Afric's ne as [I'd dread, 
Where death triumphant lifts his head ; 
Where tempeſts howl, and 8 riſe, 


And pointed lightnings cleave the ſkies. 
Nor 
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Nor yet, to Greenland's coaſt confin'd, 
Should coward fear poſſeſs my mind; 

Led by my love, intenſe Id glow, 
* hills of WY ſnow. - 


Thus undiſmay'd, alike I'd meet 

| Pale winter's cold, and ſummer's heat; j 
Nor heat, nor cold, nor grief, nor ſmart, 
Should tear thy image from my heart. 


In vain to grace the bluſhing ſpring, 

The flow'rs their earlieſt produce bring; 
For ah ! no ſpring to me has charms, 
Whilſt thou art abſent from my arms 355 


With thee, the balm of every care, 
Nor death, nor danger would J fear; 
Bleſt in thy ſmiles, alone I prove 
The joys refin'd of peace and love. 


Then come, whilſt rich by nature dreſt, 
The year puts on her purple veſt; _ 
Whilſt 
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Whilſt yet the bloſſom bends the ſpray, 
And all creation hails the May. 


Come, whilſt new joys ſucceſſive riſe, 
And dance in pleaſure's brilliant eyes; 
Whilſt rural ſports the hours beguile, 
And grief forgets her cares, to ſmile. 


For thee, each flow'ret leaves it's bed, 

The gaudy tulip rears it's head, 
The lilies blow, the roſes bloom, 

And amaranthus breathes perfume. 


For thee, health jocund in her train, 
The linnet ſwells her ſofteſt ſtrain; 
Whilſt, as ſhe ſings, th' attentive grove, 
Diſſolves in harmony and love. 


The fountain, near whoſe moſſy cell, 
Content and peace delight to dwell; 
For thee, a thouſand currents rolls, 
For thee, a thouſand hues unfolds. 


Each 
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Each gentle charm of ſoft repoſe, : 
Each pure delight that fancy knows, 

Each wanton breeze that waves the tree, 
Invites thee back to love and me. | 
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CHAP. XIII. 


THE. obſervations, which the verſes. 
juſt repeated gave birth to, furniſhed 
Honorius and myſelf with a very agree- 
able converſation until dinner- time. 

The genuine ſtrain of poetic enthu- 
fiaſm, with which they abounded, was 
remarked by Honorius, as indicating 
a violence of affection, equally ſincere 
and uncommon. Nor was the eſteem 


-which he had formerly conceived for 


Raymond any ways diminiſhed by ſo 
amiable a diſcovery. 

In truth, Honorius carried his no- 
tions of love and friendſhip to a pitch 
of refinement, that may not improperly 


be termed idle and romantic. 


The diſappointment he had conti- 
nued to meet with in theſe purſuits, it 
might have been preſumed, would, in 
| ſome. 


j 
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ſome meaſure, have corrected him of 
his Quixotiſm, and have reconciled 
him to the cuſtoms and u manners of the 
world. | 

But Honorius was not ſo cafily to be 
won. | 

The more he PR of mankind, this 

more he learnt to deſpiſe them. 


& VV Þ VB * * * * 


Our ſhort meal being finiſhed, and 
the cloth removed, we remained ſome 
time filent, each buſily employed in 
the pleaſures of ſpeculation. 
Accidentally directing my eyes "i 
wards, to my infinite aſtoniſhment, I 1 
perceived Honorius bathed in tears! 
What a fortunate incident to a ſym- 
pathetic mind! | 
In his right hand * held a ſmall 
picture, upon which he gazed with an 
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It was the perfect repreſentation of 


: female beauty, and was ſuſpended from 


his neck by a blue ribbon. 

One ſolitary drop, of more conſe- 
quence to the heart of ſenſibility, than 
the brighteſt pearl to be found in the 
diadem of royalty; one ſolitary drop, 


fell, unregarded by him, on the un- 
conſcious OE of his contempla- 


tion. 
He inſtantly 8 it. 


Bluſhing at the recollection of his 


own weakneſs, he endeavoured to wipe 


it away. 
The attempt, however, was vain. 
For, before he had time to execute 

that intention, it was ee by 


its fellow. 


Honorius bluſhed more than ever; 
and, with the precious teſtimony of 


his feelings, yet warm upon it, he haſ- 
tened to replace the picture in * repo- 
ſitory. of his boſom. 

There 


_— | „ * SD 
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There was an inconceivable ſoftneſs 
and delicacy diſcoverable in the coun- 
tenance of Honorius _ this occa- 
ſion. 


The moſt glowing and animated 1 


bours of the pen, and of the pencil, 


would be alike inſufficient to do juſtice 


to the deſcription. 
It was ſomething more than hu- 
man. | 
The ſelfiſh and liberal may, perhaps, 
impute the perplexity under which 
he ſuffered, to a cauſe unworthy of 
him. But He, whoſe unbounded wiſ- 


dom penetrates into the ſecret thoughts 


of his creatures; He, who tries the 
heart and the reins, ſhall acquit him 1 in 
the day of his wrath. „ 


SS * #* * # # 
Alas! my Euphraſtus, ſaid Hono- 


rius, what a ſtrange, what an incom- 
prehenſible being is man ! Without the 


*. | 
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leaſt government over his appetites and 
defires, he is hurried away by every 
ſtorm and ſtart of paſſion, to the com- 
miſſion of a theuſand errors. Reaſon 
and religion, in vain, exert their voices 
to bring him back to the paths of wiſ- 
dom. Their labours are ineffectual ; 
their remonſtrances are loſt; and all 
their eloquence is offered as an idle ſa- 
erifice to the winds. 


* You may as well forbid the mountain pines 
To wag their high tops, and to make a noiſe 
When they are fretted with the guſts of Heav'n.“ 


Even I, my friend, I, who have cau- 
tiouſly endeavoured to avoid the weak- 
neſſes into which I ſee others fall; I, 
whoſe experience in life has been am- 
ple and extenſive ; even I, have not 
eſcaped the general infection. 
If thou haſt eyes, Euphraſtus, if 
thou haſt a heart capable of the ſofter 
emotions. of tenderneſs and pity ; if 
| thou 
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thou haſt affections, paſſions, and art 
not above ſympathizing with thy friend, : 


behold this picture! 
It i is the work of a mafter : . 


eee 


yet how far 


The ſubſtance of my Praiſe might wrong 1 this 
- ſhadow 
In underprizing it; ſo far this aer 


Doth oP, behind the fubſtance.” 


Wilt thou not deſpiſe me, e 
he, ſhould I confeſs unto thee the 
hidden weakneſs of my foul? Should 
I acknowledge that I am not inſenfibly | 
blind to the ſoft and irreſiſtible magic of 
beauty ? Yet true it is. This boſom, 
my friend, is devoured by a hopeleſs | 
paſſion, a paſſion which deſtroys the 
very faculties of reaſon; yet, cannot 
all the reſolution I am maſter of, con- 
9938 or in the leaſt reduce it. . 
This picture, my Euphraſtus, will 5 
enable thee to judge whether or not 1 
Vor. by | 7 OR ĩ ·7.vꝑ * 


N 
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ought to be blamed. It is not an un- 
faithful copy of her I love, though del. 
titute of ten thouſand nameleſs and at- 
_ traftive graces, which may only be 
found in the beautiful original, and 
which art can never reach. 

- Here Honorius ceaſed, i me 
to comment, as I pleaſed, upon what 
he had related. 

The intimacy which happily ub- 
ſiſted betwixt us, and the familiarity 
with which he addreſſed me, upon ſo 


N intereſting and delieate a ſubject, gave 


me an opportunity, and that, without 
violating the laws of propriety, of in- 
forming myſelf more particularly of the 
origin and progreſs of a paſſion, which 
promiſed to afford no inconſiderable 
ſhare | of entertainment in the recital. 
HFonorizis did not attempt to diſcou- 
rage my curioſity. On the contrary, 
the inſtant he was acquainted with my 
0 


CHAP. 
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WHAT idea, ſaid Honorius, wilt 
thou entertain of my love, Euphraſtus, 


when thou art informed, that I am a 
ſtranger to the very name of her who 


inſpired it; that I am. totally unac- 
quainted with her rank, fortune, fa- 


mily and connections; that I am ig- 


norant of the place of her reſidence; 


and incapable of forming a conjecture 
likely to at me in diſcovering, any of 


thoſe particulars? , _ 
That ſtrange and, unaccountable a. 


tality, which has invariably accompa- 


nied every event of my life, ſeems not 


to have neglected me on the preſent oc- 
caſion. Like the hand of perſecution, 
it is only raiſed to unn ne only 
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Diſatisfied with the world and its 
cuſtoms, and diſguſted with that cloud 
of hypocriſy, vice and vanity, which 
obſcure the appearance of candour, 
virtue and refinement; I need not in- 
ſtruct thee, Euphraſtus, what induced 
1 to ſeek for retirement. 
Suffice it, that my motive was ood, 
nor need I bluſh atthe remembrance of 
It. in n D 8 
Soon after my arrival here, J inſen- 
ſibly contracted an acquaintance with 
the widow Stanley. She was my next- 
door neighbour. The frequent op- 
portunities I had of viſiting her, and 
of gaining an inſight thereby into her 
many amiable qualities, ſoon ripened 
the friendſnhip I had conceived for her, 
into the moſt f ape pftecty: and vene- 
ration. 1 
She was to me as a biber; ah 5 
bet advice did I regulate all my actions, 
whether of a public or domeſtic. na- 
Lure, 


* 
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tur, and I even ſubmitted my moſt 
favourite ſtudies and purſuits to a con- 
formity with her will. 

The deference and reſpect which 1 
never failed of paying to her judgment 
and deten. induced her to con- 
ſider me in a light far ſuperior to that 
of a common acquaintance: as it was 
her unwearied ſtudy to oblige me, ſo 
was ſhe never more ſincerely delight ted ; 
than. when engaged in a manner that, 
promiſed to adminiſter to my happineſs 
of, ſatisfaction. _ | 
It was impoffible 1 could remain ig- 
norant of her 0 in my favour. 
I ſaw with what generous eagerneſs the 
embraced every. ONPOFTUBITY of ren- 
dering me ſervices the. moſt eſſential; 
nor. ſhould ..] avoid deſpiſing myſelf, 
could I be wanting to entertain a grate- 
ful memory of her e kind- 
: neſs and partiality. Is | 


| H ig.” Viking: 
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Viſiting her one day, according to: 
my uſual cuſtom, ſhe informed me that 
ſhe had let out an apartment in her 
houſe to a lady, whoſe perſon ſhe de- 
ſcribed as a compoſition of every thing. 
divine and amiable. 

| Notwithſtanding the commendations 
which were ſo amply laviſhed, by the 
good gentlewoman, on her für tenant, 
I had not the leaſt curiofity or defire to. 
ſee her; but, contenting myſelf with. 
the Wirres F had already peceived, 
I was preparing to take my leave, when. 
all my indifference was in a moment 
changed, by the ſudden and unexpect- 
ed appearance of her whoſe perfec- 
tions had been. the W of our con 


8 verſation. 


Burſting upon my terinsd e 
like the effulgence of the morn, ſhe, 
in an inſtant, realiſed to my fancy all 
chat poets and divines had taught of 


beauty ind of Paradiſe. 
| Her- 
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Her figure was the noſt delicate that 
imagination could form, beautifully 
modelled and exactly proportioned : 2 


her countenance, in ſpite of an air of - 


melancholy. viſible upon it, diſplayed 
an aſſemblage of the powers of love, 


grandeur and majeſty: and her eyes, but 
hold! deſcription here muſt fail. Let 


fancy ſupply its defect. 

Agitated beyond expreſſion, and ſuf⸗ 
fering. under emotions which, till that 

moment, my boſom was unacquainted 


Ek, IL gazed. inſenfibly upon her; 1 


fighed involuntarily ; I trembled with- 
out knowing why ; my ſenſes were 
confuſed;; and I grew giddy with. ſur- 
Prize, fear, and. delight. 3 

Mrs. Stanley, who perceived the ſtats 
of my heart, and who rgoiced in tlie 
hopes of a paſſion which promiſed to 
reconcile me to the world, relieved me 
from the awk wardneſs of my ſituation, 
by ſome. ingenious. remark, which, cal- 
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| the retired again to her apartment, with 
a grace which gave her additional 
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ling off my attention for a moment 
from the beautiful viſion which dwelt 


upon my ſight, gave me an opportu- 
nity of rallying my ſcattered ſenſes, and 


of reſuming thereby that eaſe of deport- 


ment, which her entrance had ſo much 


interrupted... | 
As it was to ſome trifling domeſtic 


matters alone we were obliged for the 


vifit we had received? fo, :s nothing 
aroſe to detain her, in a few minutes 


charms, and left me fixed and ſuſ- 


pended with wonder, N and ad- 


miration. 
„ Confeſs now, faid Mrs. Stanley, 

the inſtant we were alone, that you are 
no longer indifferent to the attractions 
of beauty. Is ſhe not an amiable crea- 


ture * 


* She i is an 1 + ſaid I. = 
ur 


PI 
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But who is ſhe ? what is ſhe ? ? from 
whence does ſhe come ? and what name 
is ſhe diſtinguiſhed by . 3 
„ Theſe are queſtions, replied. Mes. 

Stanley, which it is impoſſible for me 
to anfwer, as my knowledge of Hf is 
nearly, as confined as yours.“ 

She then proceeded to inform me, | 
that the evening before, as ſhe was ſit- 
ting alone, the lady, of whom we were 
ſpeaking « unattended by any one, came” 
to her Tod” requeſted to know if the 
could indulge her with an apartment 
in her houſe, profeſſing, at the ſame. 
time, an. almoſt. total. indifference. in 
reſpect either to terms or fituarion,, .. 

As her countenance. carried ith it 
thoſe exterior. evidences: which could. 
not fail, at the firſt view, of prepofleſſ- 
ing the beholder in her. favour, the 
good widow, with: a beneficence and 
candour which reflected upon her the 
bigheſt honour, made no heſitation to 
H 5 | 1 
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receive her; but defired her to conſider: 
the houſe, and every thing it contain- 
ed, as her own. 

This was the full amount of all 1 
could learn, in anſwer to my enquiries ;: 
and with this very unſatis factor intel- 
ligence, I returned home to brood in 
filence over my ſufferings, and to mar- 
vel at the extraordinary effects of : 2 
pafſion which Twas wont to defpiſe. 

The ſucceeding morning, L paĩd my 
reſpects to Mrs. MERE mich. Exthier: 
than uſual. 

She read my Arpad per, Aga frnited! 
at ſo en ar enen in eg Re | 
metas.” or 70) iin QI 79 F 4 i 

As 1 had hot breakfaſted; FO! in · 
vited me to ſtay and take a cup of tea 
with her; and, further to induce me, 
the aſſured me of the company of her 
fair lodger, whom ſhe had already diſ-- 
poſed i in my favour, to far” as to in- 

ſure: 
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fure me a; reception r to hd 
wiſhes.. : [- 
J am ignorant of the art by which. 
Mrs: Stanley produced ſo happy an ef- 
fect; but certain it is, I was N 
dy the lovely idol of my vows, in a 
manner every way flattering, and with 
the familiarity and W = an- 
old acquaintance. E 
From this time * E's was „ 
lar in my attendance upon her. Un- 
awed by affectation, and unreſtrained 
by idle ceremony, I addreſſed her with- 
a plainneſs and ſincerity, and with a 
conſtancy and perſeverance: Which at 
leaſt entitled me to her compaſſion; 
whilſt every day increaſed the men | 
of my defires, and added to my love. 
Notwithſtanding- the charms and 


graces of her perſon, which became 
every hour more and more familiar to 


_ 1 py! found res AVE were 
| H 6 r. rally. 
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greatly and infinitely ſurpaſſed by thoſe 
= her mind. 

Poſſeſſed of a ſtrength of W 
as a ſolidity of judgment, unuſual 
in her ſex, ſhe joined thereto a deli- 
cacy of action and deportment, which 
ſerved as the unqueſtionable aſſurance. 
of the pureſt will, the tendereſt heart, 
and the moſt engaging manners. 

It was not without pain 1 perceived, 
ad a. very ſhort acquaintance with: 
her, that ſome ſecret uneaſineſs Peel 

be ny . 
The ſuddden ſuſpenſion of thought. 
ab memory; the frequent and invo-: 
 lantary ſigh, and the tear wandering; 
inſenſibly down her cheek; all proc laim- 
ed a truth which I ſhould have been 
glad to have been miſtaken in. 

And yet, ſo cautious was I--of in- 
creaſing her unhappineſs, that I avoid- 
ed every enquiry which I apprehended, 

— be attended with ſo diſagreeable 

A. COnꝰ 
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2 conſequence; and thereby loſt the 
opportunity of informing myſelf of cer 
tain points which I was exceedingly 
deſirous of being ſatisfied of; as well 
as of offering her that aſſiſtance Which, 
from my fortune and a ſlic 
had equally a claim to. 
Four months did I continue thus 
happily and uninterruptedly to enjoy 
the converſation and good opinion of 
the charming Sophia (for ſuch was 
the name by which ſhe choſe to diſtin- 
guiſh herſelf), when all my hopes and 
expectations were ſuddenly terminated 
by an adventure which Plunged me 
into the deepeſt ſorrow. 
Sophia was diſappeared ot 
Mrs. Stanley, not Aab but that 
ſhe was in her apartment, had, as uſual, 
ſent to aſk her to breakfaſt; but what 
tongue can paint the affliction of the 
good lady, when ſhe was' informed that 
her favourite was no where to be found; 


that 


e Fo 22 
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that the bed- clothes were 'fmooth as on 
the preceding day; and that every cir- 
cumſtance tended to confirm us in the 
belief that her elopement was fremeft. 
tated! 

Upon a ſecond and ftricter examina-. 
tion, a ſmall parcel was diſcovered, in: 
which were incloſed a. ſum of money, 
fully ſufficient to diſcharge every obli- 
gation ſhe had received, this picture, 


and a letter directed to Mrs. Stanley. 
ulbe letter was worded as follows: x 


4 Madam, 


« Should 1 quit your preſence and 
protection, without attempting to 
7 apologize for the neceſſity of ſuch a 
ic meaſure, you would juſtly. have rea- 
<« ſon to accuſe me of ingratitude; nei-- 
ther would the conſciouſneſs: of the 
many favours and civilities I have 


21 received at your . fail doubly 
: ks to 8 


* 
wb 
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14 to imb itter the recollection of a re- 
« mliſſneſs 16 inexcuſable. 

My firſt application to you was in 
« the character of a friendleſs and for- 
lor creature; abandoned by the 
« world; and cut off from Every ex- 
« pectation of hope and happineſs. 
« Providence has, however, at laſt, 
* raiſed. up in my mind the memory 
„of one, in whoſe friendſhip I can- 
not doubt of ſoon forgeting the ſe- 
« verity of my misfortunes; and, well 
« knowing how painful a taſk it is to 
bid an eternal. adieu to thoſe whom 
ce e have been taught to eſteem, I 
rather preferred the method I have 
taken, in hopes thereby of leſſening 
c thoſe pangs the heart muſt. nge 
«expect to feel. 

Incloſed you will: find a rrifle,. 

„ which. I: beg your. acceptance of, as) 
« ſome acknowledgment. for the Exe 
© pence you have been at on mf c- 
* count. 


1 ö 0 r 


——— — — — 
© 25% 12 


— — . — ——— 
* — — — — — — 


1. 
N 


* 
; 
4X: 

Y * 
3 
10 
$ 
A 
i 

1 
1 
x 

bY 
4 

* 

4 

4 | 
Ss . 
, 


. 
f 
4 
: 
5 
. 
x 


160 THE MAN-QF EXPERIENCE, | 


* * 


3 + %.& 3 


ce My picture 1 wiſn to be preſented 
& to Honorius. It will ſerve to remind 
c him of one who has the higheſt opi- 


432 


0 nion of his virtues. ee 


381635 9683 ©* 
That you, may both meet with 
« every comfort and with every bleſſing, 
both here and hereafter, is. the fincere 
« and hearty, Prayer. 1 
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CHAP. Xv. 


IN this manner, 1 Th 
 rius, was I unexpectedly deprived of 
my miſtreſs. Left without any other 
conſolation than ſuch as her picture 
may afford me, my paſſion, in ſpite of 
me, every day inereaſes, nor is it in the 
power of time or abſence to root it out, 
or in the leaſt diminiſh it... ,, , . 5 
Tell me then, Euphraſtus, how 
wouldſt thou adviſe me to act? Art 
thou in poſſeſſion of a ſecret that may 
at once effectually eradicate the fineſt 
feelings of the heart? Or can'ſt thou 
inſtruct me how I may pluck from 
my mind the memory of * N 
tions? 
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J was juſt preparing to reply, when 
J was diverted therefrom by the en- 
trance of Raymond. 

He had been, for ſome bours, in the 
full and uninterrupted enjoyment of a 
found ſleep; the good effects of which 
vere viſible both in his oountenance and 
behaviour, : 

Honorius had Kill: m his hand the 
picture of her whe 52+3he re 
Kis affections. 

By an accident, it fall A8 che Wend 

Raymond inftantly caught it up, and. 
was proceeding to return it to Hono-- 
rius, when cafually caſting his eye ob- 
hquely upon it, he: food motionleſs, 
and n with wonder and adinira- 
tion. 
Tas the 3 of Cupbemiz! ! 
| Gracious Heaven! ſaid Raymond. 
looking wildly around 18 Where 1 18 
the ? where iz? » » £ 

Ah! 


* 


J 


_ thod. by which he became poſſeſſed of 


Ah! my Frtend; my Honorius, TS 
tinued he, complete the generous work 


your goodneſs has begun, and conduct 
me where my eyes may once more be 


bleſſed with her preſence. Oh my Eu= 


* 


phemia my wife! my wife © 
Tour wife! replied Honorius, amaz- 


| ed; is it pofſible! Almighty Father? 


By what inexplicable ways are the af- 
fairs of thy creatures regulated! Ava 
Ah! it is not to be wondered & ich 
the who. had charms to captivate the 
heart of my friend, ſhould atfo make 
me her captive! "The -conctufion is na- 

Honorius then proceeded to furniſh: 
Raymond, whoſe” impatience will not 
eaſily admit of deſcription, with every 
particular relative to his acquaintance 
with Euphemia. | 

He diſguiſed nothing from kim, not 
even his attachment to her, nor the me- 


her 
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her picture; but candidly and inge- 
nuouſly preſented him with the relation 
of every event that had come to his 
knowledge, from his firſt interview 
with her to her final diſappearance. Rl 
Alas! then, ſaid Raymond, I am a3 
remote as ever from ſeeing an end to 
my miſeries ! Will neither time nor 
patience ſoften the rigour of my fate 
Bleſſed in the poſſeſſion of my Euphe - 
mia, 1 had bade defiance to calamity, 
and mocked at the frown of adverfity; 
but 1 ſubmit myſelf, in all things, O 
Father, to the diſpenſations of Ys en 
vidence ! 


[3] 
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Sc what variewy of TON 
Honorius, may human nature be reduc- 
ed | Neglected by. friends, inſulted by 
enemies, forſaken by the world, and de- 

Friel, of al thoſe comforts and conve- 
| N * LES ERIN 
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nien * on ſerve to make 
exiſtence tolerable. Death, in its moſt | 
hideous form, 1 is to be preferred to ſuch 


evils. - 


And yet, 8 the oppreſſor⸗ s ſcorn; the 
proud man's contumely; and all the 
ſenſeleſs malice and inveterate zeal of 


profeſſed enmity, are but trifling in 


compariſon to the agonizing pangs 
which the heart endures when 9 


by thoſe we love and eſteem. 

Raymond will acknowledge the truth 
of this aſſertion. PE 

Son of Sorrow how do I pity 
os het of 
What a mean and WF LR idea 
muſt thou neceſſarily entertain of thy 


fellow - creatures, acquainted | as thou 


art with their numberleſs vices and im- 
perfectionsd! 

1 Euphemia too ! She, the wife 
of thy boſom, even ſhe has left thee ! 
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thee. 

But it ſhall be my tak to End her 
and to reſtore her to thee. : 

_  To-morrow. will I ſet about the exe. 
cution of ſo pleaſing a work. He 
whoſe wiſdom is unbounded ; and whoſe 
mercy, and loving Kindneſs reacheth 
from one end of the earth even to the 
other, ſhall afford me his PE and 
protection. 

Thou, Euphraſtus, malt be my com- 
panion. Raymond too; he is pecu- 
liarly intereſted in the event of our en- 
quiry, nor will he, I truſt, refuſe to 
partake with us in the fatigue of a jour- 
ney which may ultimately tend to the 


reſtoration of his own happineſs. 
| | FF 


nr eee the 


The remainder of the day was em- 
ployed in making ſome trifling pre- 
Parations for our intended expedition. 


Ho: 


3 
* 
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Honorius was, perhaps, the moſt 
precipitate of the whole race of pro- 
jectors. No ſooner had he formed his 
plan, than he was eager to reduce it to 
practice. And yet the execution was 
ſeldom endangered by inadvertency.. . 
And in what manner We to travel? 
ſaid I. 

In the moſt primitive, replied Ho- 
nonius. 

Then God help modern improve : 
ments! — I. 


* 


= . 
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: CHAP. XVI. 


„Ar was 4 pleaſant morning in the 
month of May. 
Not Don Quixote, Amadis de Gaul, 
the redoubtable Squire Twiſs, the adven- 
turous and amorous Mr. Joſeph Banks, 
nor the whole collective tribe of mo- 
dern monſter- mongers, ever commenced 
a journey with greater or with better 
ſpirits than what diſtinguiſhed us on 
the preſent occaſion. 

Honorius inſenſibly forgot his 3 


diſappointments: 
Raymond gave a truce to the me- 


mory of his misfortunes; 
And, as for myſelf, my thoughts 
were, - but let Seneca ſpeak for them, 
Operoſœ nihil agunt, 


0 The, moſt unqueſtionable evidence 
of a mind at eaſe. 
We 
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Me had now travelled ſeveral miles, 
and had reached the extremities of Wilt- 
ſhire, bordering upon Berkſhire, before 


any one of us expreſſed the leaſt deſire 


of partaking of ſome refreſhment. 

One of thoſe houſes of entertainment, 
with which the weſtern road abounds, 
and which we were obliged to paſs, re- 
minded us, however, of the neceſſity we 


were under of paying ſome attention 


to the preſſing demands of our nature. 
We accordingly entered, and, with- 
out waiting for any invitation, uncere- 
moniouſly ſeated ourſelves. ; 
Having partook of a (hearty brand: 
faſt, each after his own way, I thought 


it time to enquire of Honorius, to what 


part of the world it was FING intention to 


conduct us ? 
To the centre of Faſhion and Folly; 


replied Honorius ; to the metropolis of 
the Britiſh empire, Euphraſtus. 


It is an overgrown monſter: ſaid I. 
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270 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 

It is, however, an epitome of the 
univerſe, rejoined: Honorius; and there- 
fore, the moſt likely place to «bra us 
what we are in ſearch of. 


* os * S * * * Y 


| 4 few miles to the eaſt of a 
ford, we came up to a decrepid object, 
who, to all e Was * into 


his grave. 
<« Pale miſery had worn yi to _ bones. 9 


He endeavoured to ſupport his tot- 
tering frame ſome little time longer, by 
the aid of two miſerable and me 
crutches. _ 

His exertions, however, were vain ; 

For juſt as we approached him, Na- 
ture, enfeebled and exhauſted, yielded 
__ a ſacrifice to the earth he before 


upon. 
What a moment for calling forth the 


8 offices of „ ih 


uy » 


It 
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It was now that Honorius lamented 


the preference he had given to ſo ws 
primitive a method of traveling. 
Had I but a chaiſe ! ſaid he. 
But it was no time to debate : 


The object before us a our ] 


immediate attention. 

. Raifing him up, — b the 
uneaſy poſture in which he was lying, 
we endeavoured to call into action the 


ſmall remains of life, which was then 


apparently on the eve of n bim 


for ever. 
A drop of water, for the love; of 


Heaven | ſaid the mendicant, and 
lifting up his eyes. 


We had paſſed a brook: but half 


a mile, at the bottom of the hill. 
Raymond immediately undertook to 


fetch him ſome from thence ; whilſt I, 


at the requeſt' of Honorius, proceeded 
onwards to a houſe about the ſame 


2 for the purpoſe of providing 


12 a car- 
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a carriage to conduct him, where he 
might meet the neceſſary attendance 


his ſituation required. 
The inſtant we were departed, each 


on his reſpective embaſſy, he who had 


thus intereſted our compaſſion, began 
to manifeſt ſome very viſible marks of 
a wonderful alteration. He no longer 
ſeemed as ſinking beneath the hand of 
miſery, but, on the contrary, he aſſumed 
an appearance which ſpoke him poſſeſ- 
ſed of youth, ſtrength, and correſpon- 
dent ſpirits. 

HFonorius was going to congratulate 


bim on ſo ſudden a change, when, draw- 


ing a piſtol, and preſenting it to his 
breaſt, he demanded his money. 
What a nc is this! ſaid Ho- 
norius. 

The robber 7 however, juſt then 


ber leiſure nor inclination to moral- 


ie; but, having pocketed his booty, 


he threw aſide his crutches, and made 
ics | the 
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the beſt of his way down a by-road, the 
better to avoid the conſequence of a 
purſuit, | 
He needed not, however, to have been 
under any apprehenfic ion of this ſort, _ 
Honorius, in the article of revenge, 
differed materially from the reſt of his 


fellow creatures. He would not, for 


the gratification of ſo mean a paſſion, 
have deviated one inch, either to the 
right hand or to the left. 
We muſt all endeavour to live, faid 
Honorius. 
neſs !—— | 

It was not long 68 we returned. 
Raymond with ſome water, which, how- 
ever, he was under the neceſſity of 
bringing in the crown of his hat; and 
I with a poſt-chaiſe. „ 


Honorius was ſitting on the bank, 


with his head ſomewhat declined, and 
his hands penfively folded together : 8 


I 3 „ 


What an encouragement for idle- 
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He was loſt in thought, 

Without ſeeming to mind him, we 
fat ourſelves down on each ſide of 
him. | 
This circumſtance tr recalled 
his attention: and, darting a look at us, 
ſufficient of itſelf to inform us that ſome- 

thing extraordinary had happened, he 
| left us to wander a while, as before, in 
the fields of conjecture. 

It was an unprofitable purſuit. 
The more we conſidered it, the more 
difficult was the ſolution. 

Here is the water, and here is the 
- chaiſe, ſaid I; but where is the 
man? 

HFonorius e to us all that had 
| happened. 

It is but an ungrateful return for our 

humanity : ſaid I. 3 | 

And yet, ſaid Honorius, it is thus 


the world i iS taught wiſdom. 
It 
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It may, however, furniſh us with a 
uſeful leflon in future, 


92 2 * # Yo. Þ 7: S- 


As I had ſucceeded in procuring z 
chaiſe, Honorius propoſed that it ſhould 
convey us to Newbury, which lay at a 
very inconſiderable diſtance from the 
ſcene of our late adventure. 

A propoſal of this fort could not well 
come more ſeaſonably, as we had al- 
ready walked upwards of twenty miles, 
which to thoſe (if we except Raymond) 
unuſed to fo laborious a method of tra- 
veling, was no trifling performance. 
We ſhall now, in all probability, 


ſaid Honorius, as we were journeying 


along, ſoon arrive at the metropolis. 
There we may expect to meet with vice 
and deceit in every corner, and in 8 0 
form. 1 

But I am determined to be eu- 


tious. e | 
I 4 No 
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No man ſhall partake of my friend- 
ſhip, till I am firſt ſatisfied that he is 
worthy of my confidence. 

I will ftudiouſly examine the coun- 

tenance of every one with whom J have 
any dealings. Nature, for infinitely 
wiſe purpoſes, has ordained that the 
face ſhould ſerve as an index to the 
heart. _ 
And yet it is an index upon which 
we cannot always rely: ſaid I. Remem- 
ber the wretch, who, but a few minutes 
ago ſupplicated our compaſſion. 
Honorius was dumb. 


* 


R * 95973 


We were now at the Sine of the 
Romans. | 
It called to our memory the times of 
old the times of ſlavery, and the times 
of oppreſſion. 
HFHonorius entertained us with: a iſ. 
courſe on population and civilization : 
"a 
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on the revival of arts, and the inſtitu- 
tion of commerce. j 
Every turn of the wheels, furniſhed 
us with ſome new remark, and with ſome 
new matter for converſation ; and, thus 
employed, we arrived at. Newbury ; 
which neceſſarily interrupted the fur- 
ther proſecution of obſervations ſo agree- 
able. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


HAVING dined, and the day 
being viſibly upon the decline, Ho- 
norius gave us to underſtand, that it 
was his wiſh we ſhould continue all 
night where we then were. 

A requeſt ſo reaſonable, and fo ex- 
actly conformable in every reſpect to 
our own will, neither Raymond nor I 
had the leaft inclination to oppoſe. We 
were already ſufficiently fatigued, and 
could therefore ill brook the idea of in- 
creaſing it. 1 

It was a delightful evening. 

The air was ſerene, the ſky was un- 
clouded, and the ſun was ſinking peace- 
ably down the weſt of Heaven, which 
was crimſoned with beauties inexpreſ- 

ſible, . 


Invited 
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. Invited by the animated graces, and 


the divine profuſion of luxuriant im- 
ages with which the glowing proſpect 
on all ſides abounded, we inſenſibly 
forgot the toil of travel. 

We will endeavour to amuſe ourſelves 
awhile, ſaid Honorius, by taking a 
furvey of the town. It may, perhaps, 
prove not altogether unworthy of our at- 
tention. | Fug 

Without waiting for our reply, he 
haſtily quitted us; leaving us to . 
low him at our leiſure. 

Having ſeen and examined every 
thing we thought worth our obſerva- 
tion, Raymond and I were preparing ta 
return to the inn, when our eyes were 
of a ſudden attracted by the appear- 
ance of Honorius. 

Hie was accompanied by a female 
whoſe figure and garb were equally 
en of err and which pre- 

6 ſented 


— 
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ſented to us a ſpectacle * wonderful 
and ſingular. ; 

She was full fix feet in 3 and 
atherwiſe proportionably large. 

Her dreſs conſiſted of a ſoldier's coat, 
here and there diverſified by a patch 3 
an oppoſite colour: her head was ſhad- 
ed by a monſtrous beaver, which was 
tied under her chin with a remnant of 
woollen liſt: and her toes peeped out 
from a pair of ſhoes, which, in ſpite of 
an unconſanguineous appearance, ſeem- 
ed to have exiſted the * aſſociates. 
of many winters. 

In reſpect to the femme n of Mar 
attire, it was confined to a ſhort pet- 
ticoat, an apron, and a cap; each of 
which ſerved as an unqueſtionable evi- 
dence * wretchednels,. n and 
ciltrefs: | 
Nor was the Goring, of her Ade 
any ways diminiſhed, by a number of 
ſeams and bruiſes which were plentifully 

diſꝑerſed 
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diſperſed about her countenance, and 
which added a manlineſs to her ne 
ſufficient to give the lie to her ſex. 
In her hand ſhe bore a ſhovel, * 
the threw acroſs her ſhoulder, and in 
that manner attended Honorius, who 
ſeemed not a little proud of his new* 
acquaintance, if we might be allow- 0 
ed to judge by the ſatisfaction which 
was painted in his countenance, and 
which viſibly appeared 1 in all his actions 
and behaviour. _ 
Follow me, faid Honorivs, the mo- 
ment he came up to us. 
Thou knoweſt, Euphraſtus, cootinand 15 
he, addreſſing himſelf to me; thou 
knoweſt that I have long been deſirous 
of penetrating indiſcriminately into the 
diſpoſitions . and characters of my fel- 
low creatures, from the prince to. the 
peaſant. 
Like the bee, I would wiſh t to glean 
profit eyen from the very refuſe of 
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182 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 
the garden; and, as the moſt valuable 
gems are generally concealed under the 
rudeſt ſurface, ſo a ſingularity of ap- 
pearance has principally directed r me in 
my ſtudy of mankind. 

Nor have my endeavours gone alto- 
gether without their reward. 

I have not unfrequently met with 
virtue in the ſhape of diſtreſs, and I 
have enjoyed the higheſt of all rational 
pleaſures—thar of reſcuing merit from 
the ſhade of obſcurity: | 

What thinkeſt thou then of ber whom 
Fortune has juſt now ſo e 
thrown in my way? 

Does not her whole figure promiſe 
fomething extraordinary ? 

I need not inform thee that it is my 
intention to enquire into. the moſt re- 
remarkable incidents of her life. 
It was for that purpoſe 1 brought, her 


hither. 


Probably 
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Probably it may furniſh fompthang 
not unworthy our attention. 

However, that can only be deter- 
mined by the event. ED ; 


W - # »A 


Being now returned to the inn, we 
had a better opportunity of examining, | 


into the peculiarities of our new ac- 


quaintance. 
Honorius was not miſtaken in the 


judgment he had tormed of her. 


She was, indeed, a compoſition of 


the ſtrange and wonderful. 

Her figure, her manner, her dreſs 
and her deportment equally contributed 
to raiſe our expectation and curioſity; 
and filled us with impatience for the 
accompliſhment of the promiſe Honorius 
had given us. 

As ſoon, therefore, as ſhe had 
regaled herſelf by partaking of a 
full meal, Honorius made known 
- unto 


| 


| 
| 


n 
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unto her his deſire of learning the 
particulars of her life and hiſtory. 
It muſt be entertaining, ſaid Hono- 
rius, and will ſerve to wear away the 
evening. 
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Fel H K P. XVIII. 


* 


IT; is not in my power, Sir, ſaid the, 
to give you an account of my parents; 
as the firſt knowledge I have of myſelf, 
is, of my being pent up in a- pariſh 
work-houſe, ſubject to the cruelty and 
ill- uſage of a barbarous miſtreſs, and 
not even ſuffered to enjoy the ſcanty 
morſe] allowed me, without murmur- 
| ing and reproach. 56 S5et 

At the age of fourteen, - a farmer in 
the neighbourhood, who wanted a ſtrong 
girl to aſſiſt in his family, took me as 
an apprentice, and by that means eaſed 
_ the pariſh of the expence of further Pro- 
viding for me. 

My maſter was a very worthy kind 
of a man, only ſomewhat apt to drink 
too much, at which times he uſed to 


beat me unmercifully, and for the moſt 
n 


* 


— 
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trifling offence. However, I muſt do 
him the juſtice to acknowledge, that I 
neither wanted for a good meal, nor a 
good bed to lie upon, the whole three 
years I remained with him. 

My employment conſiſted in F 

ing the houſe, ſcouring the pails, milk- 
ing the cows, churning the butter, 
feeding the hogs and looking after the 
horſes, excluſtve of doing the drudgery 
of the family; ſuch as, waſhing and 
mending for ſeven children, beſides my 
maſter and miſtreſs ; ſo that I was ſel- 
dom idle: but, as I ſaid before, I had 
plenty of good meat and drink, and a 
what ſignifies a little labour? 

About three years after I was thus 
fituated, as I was one day tending ſame 
ſheep of my maſter's, a. favourite dog, 
belonging to a juſtice of the peace, 
who lived at a little diſtance, ſeized up- 
on a lamb under my care. I inſtantly 
ow to its relief, when the ſavage ani- 

mal, 


% 
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mal, making a ſudden ſpring at me, 
threw me to the ground, and would, 
in all probability have torn me to pieces, 
had I not recollected that I had a knife 
in my pocket, with which I ſtabbed him 
In the ſide, after he had given me ſe- 
veral wounds, the marks of which you 
may yet percelve in wy face and 


"a 
The loſs of blood which I ſuſtained 


on the occaſion, was ſo great, _ 1 
was unable to riſm. 

However, about two hours . 
wards, my maſter's eldeſt ſon, who was 
ſent to ſee what was become of me, 
found me covered with blood, and al- 
moſt ſenſeleſs, by the ſide of the dog, 
who was dead and cold, 

By the aſſiſtance he afforded me, 1 
was enabled to get home, and, in a very 
little time, was ſo far recovered, as to 
be capable of reſuming 875 uſual em- 


Ployment. 
This 


Mz 
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his, however, did not continue 

long; 

For, a few days after this, i was 
taken up by a warrant, and committed 

to priſon for the murder of the Juſtice' $ 
dog. 

My maſter offered to bail me, and I 
really believe would have done it, if the 
Juſtices had not refuſed him; however, 
he managed matters ſo with them, that 
although people in general ſaid I ſhould 
be hanged, yet he got me off for a ſe- 
vere flogging and a twelvemonth' 8 im- 
priſonment. 8 

The former part of my entence, 1 
did not much like; but as for confine- 
ment, I valued it as nothing; for I 
never lived better in my days, being 
ſent to the county gaol, where I had 
victuals and drink as much as I wanted, 
and did no work. 

Here it was my lot to form an ac- 
quaintance with him who was after- 
wards my huſband. 

Poor 


— 
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Poor William! he was a loving ſoul 
and a good ſoul, and little deſerving of | 
the many . hardſhips he endured. He 
had been committed upon a charge of 
having ſtolen an ale-houſe pot: how- 
ever, he proved his innocence to the 
fatisfaction of the whole court; not- 
withſtanding which, as he was unable 
to give a proper account of himſelf, the 
juſtices (God forgive them !) ſaid he 
was a vagrant, by which I ſuppoſe 
they mean ſomething very. bad, and ſo 
ſent him for a ſoldier. 

Before he ſet ; out, he took his W 
of me with tears in his eyes, promiſing, 
at the ſame time, that, if everche lived 
to return to England, he would, if 
poſſible, find me out, and make me his 

lawful wife. 
The next day he received 8 to 
Join the regiment, ſoon after which I 
heard that he was gone for America. 

Well! we muſt all endeavour to make 
ourſelves as contented as we can. The 
; worſe 
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worſe now, the better another time. 
For my part, I continued to keep up 
my ſpirits upon all occaſions,. by which 
means I paſſed away the term of my 
impriſonment much more agreeably 
than will readily be imagined. 
As ſoon as 1 had got my enlarge- 
ment, I applied to my old maſter, 
hoping that he would have taken me 
again ; but, after the blemiſh my cha- 
rater had received; I found it would 
be in vain for me to expect a ſervice 
from thoſe who were in the leaſt ac- 
quainted with my ſtory. | 
My maſter, however, behaved to me 
very kindly in other reſpects ; for he 
went about himſelf amongſt the neigh- 
bours, who had formerly known me, 
and collected from them a ſum of mo- 
ney, amounting in the. whole' to up- 
wards of thirty ſhillings, which he Pre- 
1 me with, together with a written 
1 
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paper, wherein he acknowledged me 
to have ſerved him truly and honeſtly. 

With part of this money, I pur- 
chaſed a fuit of man's cloaths, which, 
however indifferent, ſerved my pur- 
poſe, as they fitted me to a hair; and, 
calling to mind my poor William, I 
was determined to go in ſearch of | 
It was not long before I learnt, great- 
ly to my ſatisfaction, that a party of 
recruits were arrived at a neighbouring 
town on their way to Portſmouth, from 
which place they were o embark for 
America. 

I immediately Wade the beſt of my 
way to the ſpot to which I was directed; 
and, having found out the principal of. 
ficer, I made him an offer of my ſer- 
vice, which he readily accepted of; and 
the ſame day I was enrolled as a volun- 
teer in his majeſty's employ, and, for 

0 Dirk 1.50 
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the firſt time, took upon me the. duty 
of:a Glider: ff | 
People may ſay what ha pleaſe of 
the hardſhip of a ſoldier's life; but for 
my part, I muſt n Ing * was 
never happier. | 

J had plenty of meat, ny of arink, 
good cloaths, a clean bed, and money. 
in my pocket and what 9 I defire 
more ? 

And then, as to work, why, 1 did 
more in the ſpace of one month whilſt 
I was with my old maſter the farmer, 
than I had any occaſion to do the whole 
five years I was in the army. Frans 
- Immediately upon our arrival at 
Portſmouth, we ſet ſail, and, in a few 
hours, got clear of the channel, which 
gone us all freſh ſpirits. 

As I had never before been at PU I 
uns at firſt exceedingly ſick; however, 
as ] was not the only one, I did not 
much mind i it, 


Having 
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Having learnt my exerciſe, I gained 
every day upon the eſteem of my ſu- 
| periors ; eſpecially the officer who en- 
| liſted me, who was pleaſed to ſay many 
| handſome things concerning me; and I 
_ verily believe, had 1 been able to read 
and write, he would have promoted me 
to the rank of a corporal. 
But every one was not born to be 
a great ſcholar; and ſo I made myſelf as 
eaſy as 1 could, 

We had a pleaſant and a ſpeedy. voy- 
age of it ; and, in about five weeks from 
the time of our leaving England, we 
landed at Hallifax; from whence, after 
ſtaying ſome days to refreſh ourſelves, 
we were ordered to Louiſbourg, to 
ſtrengthen the forces under E 
Amherſt. 

Having taken 25 demoliſhed L.ouif: 
bourg, where I received a ſhot through 
the arm with a muſquet ball, which 

confined me for ſeveral weeks, I made 
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every enquiry after William, - and at 


laſt was informed, that he was upon 
the ſame ſervice, and a very r near en 
bour to me. | 


With ſome difficulty I idund him out. 
He was in the camp, and alone, and 


little thought, poor ſoul! of meeting 
with me ſo far from home. 


The noiſe I made in entering, oc- 


caſioned him to lift up his eyes, which 


gave me the means of knowing, with 


the greater degree of certainty, that I 
was not miſtaken in his perſon. 


« Ab, William!“ faid I, „ have 1 


then found you?“ 


William was all amazement |! 15 
«© Mercy on me!” faid he; be 


, you, Molly?“ 


He was unable to ſay any more. 1 


C H AP. 
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| 0 HA P. XIX. 


HAVING thus diſcovered myſelf, 
I met with the kindeſt reception from 
my dear William, who, I found, had 
abated nothing in his regard for me, 
and who ſtill continued of the ſame 
mind as when he left me in England. 
Soon after his landing, by his modeſt 
| and obliging behaviour, and by his at- 
tention to his duty, he gained ſo much 
the favour and good-will of his officers, 
that they rewarded him with a halbert: 
for William was an excellent ſcholar, 
and could both read and write. 
By his means, I was preſently... re- 
moved from the regiment . I had till 
then been in, to that in which he was 
a ſerjeant ; and now, ſeeing nothing that 
ought to prevent our union, we were 
contracted by the beſt and firongeſt of 
K 2 | all 
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all ties, - thoſe of inclination and affec- 
tion. 
I vowed Ui fidelity to him; and 
he ſwore to love me as long as he 
. 
During the remainder of the war, I 
under went variety of dangers, being in 
many bloody battles and in many 
bot ſkirmiſhes, in which I frequent- 
ly faw my companions fall dead 
on every fide of me, whilſt I ſtill had 
the good luck to eſcape without any 
otheraccident, ſavingonly a few wounds, 
none of which gave me any great con- 
cern, as I enjoyed the ſatisfaction of 
being viſited by my William, in whoſe 
preſence I never failed of forgetting all 
my pains and all my ſorrows. 
But now it was, that 1 was to ex- 
; perience a change of fortune. 
William was taken ill. 
_ He was attended by the ableſt phy- 
Aicians 1 in the army, who did all they 
| could 
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could for him; but, in ſpite of all their 
care, he continued to grow worſe and 
worſe. 

F inding there were no hopes of his re- 
covery, he ſent for me; and, having 
taken leave of me in a manner which 
drew tears from my eyes, he gave me 
his purſe, in which were fifteen guineas- 
and a half, beſides ſome ſilver, all of 
which he had ſaved out of his pay. 

He likewiſe gave me a gold watclr 
and a ring, which he had taken from 
a French officer, whom he found dead, 
after the battle of Quebec; which I 
received more for the ſake of him who 
preſented them to me, than for any 
value I ſet upon them. | 
All theſe things I carefully kept by 
me a long while, and I verily believe 1 
ſhould ſtill have had them, had it not 
been for an accident which I ſhall pre-- 
ſently inform you of. 

But, to return to William. 22 

| EK 1 Soon. 
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Soon after I left him, he died; and, 
for my part, I thought that J ſhould 
never have done mourning for him. 
But time, they ſay, wears out every 


thing; ſo I made myſelf as contented 


as I could, and ſtrove to forget him. 
The war being now at an end, we 
were all ordered to return to Eng- 
land. 2155 ü 
This was joyful news to many of my 
companions; but as to me, being a 
poor ignorant creature, I knew not what 


to do. 


Since I had been in the army, I had 
ſo much been uſed to a life of idleneſs, 
that I could by no means think of ſettle- 


ing myſelf to work as formerly; beſides, - 
I found it was ſo difficult to lay aſide 
| the dreſs to which I had ſo long been 


accuſtomed, that I began to conclude 


It beſt for me to continue as I was. 


All my doubts on this head were, 
however, ſoon put an end to, by the 
following accident : 


Upon 
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Upon my arrival in London, having 
no relation nor acquaintance to go to, 

I had taken a lodging of a perſon who 
kept a chandler's ſhop, and from whom, 
at firſt, I received a great deal of civility, 
which made me think her a very worthy - 
and deſerving woman. But — | we 
are all liable to be deceived! li 

I, one day, not properly confitering 
what I was about, revealed to her 
the ſtory of my life; and, amongſt other 
things, mentioned poor William to her, 
ſhewing her, at the ſame time, the watch 
and the ring, which he had given me 
in his laſt moments. 

God knows. my heart ! 1 . no 
more than the babe unborn of what ſhe 
was going to do; but the very next day 
ſhe had me taken up by a warrant, and 
carried before a magiſtrate, upon a 

charge of having robbed her of the 
very articles, which, but for my folly,: - : 

| the had never ſeen. | 2 
5 The 
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The watch and ring being found in 
my poſſeſſion, in manner as ſhe had 
deſcribed them, and the circumſtance 
of my diſguiſe tending ſtilt further to 
confirm my guilt, the juſtice, without 
any delay, committed me for trial. 
To be ſure, Newgate is a moſt ſhock- 
ing place: however, the hardſhips I un- 
derwent there, did not make half the 
impreſſion upon me, as did the baſe- 
neſs. of the proſecutor, who, God for- 
give me! I verily believe is a very. 
wicked woman. 992 IE | 
As had ſtill ſome money left, I was. 
perſuaded to employ an attorney, and 
the turnkey, who was remarkably kind 
to me, was ſo obliging as to recommend 
me to one, a particular friend of his, 
to whom I gave ten guineas, and for 


which ſum he undertook to get me 


_ counſel, and to affiſt me in every thing 


neceſſary againſt the day of trial. 
„ £554 7% 515 5-4-4 
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The turnkey aſſured me, that his 
friend was a man of great abilities; but, 
whatever might be his meaning for it, 
he never let me ſee him afterwards. 
Indeed the turnkey excuſed him by 
 faying, that he muſt certainly have for- | 
got it, as otherwiſe he would not have 
failed to have kept his word with me. 

In a few days, the ſeſſions began; 
and, notwithſtanding my innocence, the 
leaſt I expected was, that I ſhould be 
hanged. But matters-turned out much: 
better than J imagined they would: 

For my landlady contradicted herſelf 
ſo often in her evidence, that the judge 

ordered her to be taken into cuſtody, 
by which means I was onee more re- 
ftored to my liberty.. 

I now concluded, that, as circums 
ſtances favoured me ſo much, I ſhould 
have my watch and ring returned me. 

But herein I was again diſappointed: 

| K 5 | "FOE. 
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For, upon my enquiring about them, 

I was told, that they were detained for 
my fees, which, together with ſome 
other expences, amounted to much 
more than their value. 
My good friend the turnkey, wha 
gave me this information, further ad- 
viſed me to put up quietly with their 
loſs, and to think myſelf well off in 
having eſcaped with my life. 

I thanked him for his counſel ; and, 
finding that it would be of no wha to 
complain, I even did as he directed 
me. 

Being thus left, os money or 
friends, my only hope was, that a war 
would break out again; in which caſe 
might once more pay A viſit to 
America. | 8 
In the mean able. I ſtrove to pick 
up a livelihood by working in the gar- 
dens, mending the roads, or any other 

way 
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way in which I might be thought uſe- 
ful. 
Sometimes I did pretty well, at other 

times I was in danger of ſtarving, go- 
ing often, for days together, without 
taſting a morſel, and obliged at 
nights to lie in the ſtreets. and fields. 
However, I continued to keep up my 
ſpirits, and was thankful that W e 
were no worſe. ne be 

As work failed in one e place, I en- 
deavoured to get it in another; ſo that 
I have frequently rambled many miles 
about, without the leaſt direction. But 
as every part of the world is the ſame 
to me, I always conſidered myſelf at 
home, and was therefore never any: 
ways uneaſy on that account. 

I am juſt now returned from the weſt, | 
in different parts of which I have, for 
ſome months back, found employment; 
and am from hence going recommended 

to a gentleman near Reading, who, I 
Sg x hope, 
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hope, will aſſiſt me, by taking and con- 


tinuing me in his ſervice. 
And thus, Sir, concluded ſhe, have 
told you all that I know of myſelf from 


my earlieſt days to the preſent time. 


I have, it is true, met with ſome dif- 
ficulties and ſome hardſhips; but what 
of that! I am till alive and well. And 
I have, moreover, this ſatisfaction, that, 
although matters with me are not ex- 
actly as I could wiſh, yet they might 
have been much worſe. 


CHAP. 
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684 P. 26 


HENCEFOR WARD, ſaid Ho- 
norius, let no man murmur at the ſtate _ 
and condition in which it has pleaſed 
Providence to place him. 

The merchant may entertain us with 
a recital of his loſſes, the man of excels. 
may talk of his pains and his bodily infir- 
mities, the voluptuary and the ſenſualiſt, 
of their frequent and continual diſap- 
pointments, and the mortified enthuſiaſt, 
of his penances and ſelf-denials ; but 
the ſufferings of this one poor diſtreſſed 
individual, greatly and infinitely exceed 
them all. | 

Perſecuted by the iron hand of Op- 
preſſion, incloſed within the walls of a 
priſon, deprived of her ALL, and ſur- 
rounded by misfortunes of every kind, 

where is the heart that does not feel 
for her ? 


Shew 
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Shew me him who is ſo much loſt to 
ſenſibility, and I will learn bo "__ 
that man. 


% % · , .S. & -- 


The evening was now far ſpent, and 
Honorius, who was exceedingly regu- 
lar in all his affairs, having partook of 
a light ſupper, began to make prepar- 
ations for retiring. | | 

Is was not, however, his intention, 
that his new acquaintance ſhould go 
without her reward. She had afforded 
what was to him the pureſt of all 
pleaſures : ſhe had awakened the fineſt 
feelings of his ſoul; and he thought 
he could not do too 2 | in return for 
ſo exquiſite a gratification. 

He gave ſtrict orders that ſhe ſhould 
be denied nothing, and that ſhe ſhould, 
moreover, at his colt, be e with 
a bed. 5 

<4 will 
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I will conſider further of her in the 
morning, ſaid Honorius. 

* 3 * 1 8 

How inſecure and uncertain are all 
our enjoyments ! 

In the dead of the night, whilſt all 
my ſenſes were locked in a ſound ſleep, 
I was ſuddenly rouſed by a loud and un- 
common noiſG. 3 
Before I could poſſibly have time to 
form a conjecture of what might be 
the meaning of it, my chamber door 
was violently burſt open by Raymond. 

Surprize, terror, and apprehenſion 
were viſibly e on bis coun- 
tenance. 

The inn was on fire 

Then God protect the lame ! ſaid I. 

Without ſtaying to encumber myſelf 
with dreſs, I burſt through clouds of 

ſmoke, }. 


208 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 
ſmoke, which on all ſides ſurrounded 
me, and was in the yard in an inſtant! 

Raymond was. not. a whit * nim- 
- ED 


The flames had already un 8 


part of the ſtair-caſe, and were making a 
rapid progreſs towards the. apartment in 
which Honorius lay. 
Ah! ſaid I, then there i is no time to 
be loſt ! | 
I was that moment flying. to his r re- 
ſcue, when, to my infinite ſurpriſe and 
ſatisfaction, I perceived his amazonian 
acquaintance, Molly, haſting down 
the ſtairs with him on her ſhoulders. 
It was a fortunate incident; for, had 
his preſervation been delayed a fingle 
minute, he muſt inevitably have pe- 
riſhed. 
Molly, it ſeems, was awake when the 
firſt alarm was given. 
Mindful of her benefactor, ſhe a; 


the ſtricteſt enquiry after him. 


He 
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He was not to be found. 
Having, however, with ſome dif- 

| ficulty, procured ſuch information as 
ſerved to direct her to the apartment in 
which he lay, ſhe boldly, and without 
hefitation, forced a paſſage through the 
flames, thereby generouſly venturing 
her own life and e for the . 
tion of his. ] 
Honorius was unable to expreſs his 
feelings on the occaſion: he was truly 
ſenſible of the ſervice he had received: 
he ſurveyed his kind preſerver again 
and again from head to foot, with every 
mark of wonder and admiration; and 
a tear ſtarted from his eye. 


It was the tribute of gratitude. 


„ T M PS 


ls it not a melancholy confideration, 

ſaid Honorius, that the ſocial virtues 

ſhould . in the lower 
dclaſſes 
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clafſes of mankind, than in thoſe who 
are ſurrounded and de by wealth 
and title? 3 51 

Yet ſo it is. | 

The rich and the great, in \ general, 
either contemn or totally diſregard thoſe 
obligations as bordering too much on 
weakneſs and folly. From hence ori- 
ginate that hardneſs of heart, and that 
confirmed inſenſibility to the diſtreſſes 
of our brethren, ſo prevalent in the 
faſhionable world; and hence ariſe 
pride, ſelfiſnneſs, and the thouſand 
other mean and ſordid vices which 
debaſe our nature and debauch our 
manners. 

How widely different to this, appears 
the conduct of her to whoſe humanity 
and zeal T ſtand indebted for my preſent 
exiſtence ! Unenlightened by education 
and unrefined by experience, to call 
forth her exertions, and to intereſt her 


compaſſion, it was ſimply fufficient that 
12 JL was 
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I was in danger. Her feelings were in 
an inſtant alarmed for the ſafety of a 


fellow creature; and, guided by thoſe 


feelings, it was her's to. practiſe what 


the generality of mankind only diſ- 


cou rſe of. 


e # % # # „% „ „ 


The fire had now exhauſted its fury: 
as if, ſatisfied with the miſchief it had 
already occaſioned, it ſcarcely ſerved to 


convey an idea of its former violence. 


It was therefore time for us to think of 
providing ourſelves with apparel, as the 
rapidity of the flames had given us 


no opportunity of ſaving our own. 
By the aſſiſtance of the neighbours, 


we were preſently accomodated in the 


manner we moſt approved. 


Nor was Honorius unmindful of his 4 


preſerver. | | 
He 
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He gave directions that the alſo 
ſhould be furniſhed with ſtrong and 
decent cloathing. 

Do I not owe my very life to her? 
ſaid he. Then can I expreſs my gra- 
titude too much? Impoſſible ! 

Notwithſtanding the unpromiſing 
appearance which ſhe diſplayed upon 
our firſt acquaintance with her, yet 
the alteration which her whole perſon 
underwent by means of her new habi- 
liments, is truly inconceivable. 

Her countenance, it is true, ſtill bore 
the ſame ſcars and the ſame marks 
which diſtinguiſhed her at firſt; nor 
were her limbs leſs athletic. Neverthe- 
leſs, as her features were no ways irre- 
gular, and as every part of her bouy 
was proportioned to each other, the fi- 
gure which ſhe preſented us, when di- 
veſted of her tatters, was neither de- 
formed nor diſagreeable. 
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In truth, we every moment wonder- 
ed ſtill leſs at the paſſion of poor Wil- 
liam, as ſhe indubitably poſſeſſed theſe 
qualities which could not fail to make an 
impreſſion upon a liberal mind, —can- 
dour and generoſity. Her face beſpoke 
the firſt; and her e proclaimed 
the latter. 25 

She had told us, that ſhe was going 
recommended to a en, near 
Reading. me 

Honorius was defirous of . enquir- 
ing more particularly of that circum- 
ſtance. 

His acquaintance in that part X the 
kingdom was extenſive ; and few were 
hoſe to whom the name of Honorius 
25 unknown. 

8 to his wiſh, he learnt that 
her recommendation was to a particular 
friend of his, one who had been to him 
_ even as a father, , 

She 


* 
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She ſhall continue with him, faid 
Honorius, until we have completed the 
buſineſs upon which we are embarked. 
I will then take upon myſelf to be her 
. protector, and I will provide for her an 
aſylum, in which ſhe ſhall forget her 
former ſufferings. 


The loſs we had f aſtained, obliged 
us, much againſt our inclination to 
continue at Newbury, until we could 
have a remittance from home, _ 

This neceffarily detained us one day 
longer. ; 

However, as there was no Ki 
accidents, we made a virtue of necel- 
fity, and bore our detention with all 
the philoſophy we were maſters of. 


— 


— 


Naw, 6 


— OW 
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CHAP, XXI. 


A 8 Handtlide began now to be ſome- 


e ſenſible of the many inconveni- 


encies reſulting from the method of tra- 
velling he had ſo unaccountably pre- 


ferred, and as our number was in- 


creaſed, he gave orders for a poſt- coach 


to convey us to Reading. 


By the care and diligence of the 


drivers, in little more than two hours, 
we were, without meeting with any ac- 
cident, welcomed to the King's Arms, 
by the very obſequious Mr. Flack. ' 


The firſt buſineſs which engroſſed 


the attention of Honorius was, that of 


viſiting the gentleman to whom our fel- 
low traveller was recommended. 
He was at home. 


| Af ter 
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Alfter the uſual ſalutations had paſſed, 
Honorius made him acquainted with | 
the motive of his viſit, 

A diſtreſſed female, ſays he, comes 
recommended to you: be kind to her 
for the ſake of your friend, as to her hu- 

manity he owes his very exiſtence. 
Honorius then related to him the moſt 
remarkable incidents of the life and 


hiſtory of his preſerver, as he had learnt 


them from herſelf; neither did he neglect 
to inform him of the very ſingular and 
eſſential ſervice ſhe had afforded him, 


in having ſo voluntarily and unexpec- 


tedly aided him at a time in which no- 
thing but the greateſt reſolution and in- 
trepidity could have poſſibly ſaved him 
from the danger which on . ſide 
_ furrounded him. 
Can I do too much in 1 
ment of ſuch a ſervice? ſaid Honorius. 
Let gratitude declare. 

V 10 


, 
h 


S. 
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From hence it is my intention to pro- 
ceed onwards to London : how long 1 


may be detained there, is at preſent 1 un- 
certain; however, treat her kindly 


until my return, and I will then place 


her in a ſituation in which . ſhe ſhall no 


longer remember the croſſes and dif- 


appointments that have hitherto been 
the companions of her life. 


* 2 „ „ ® * 8 


1 was now tüte to the 
King's Arms. 
He was accompanied by the gentle- | 
man to whom him his viſit had been 
directed, and who readily accepted of 
an invitation of dining with us. | 
From his appearance we adjudged: 


him to be turned of fifty. 
Nor was our Judgment any ways 
mug; Me 


Vo. ey L. Haring 


* 
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| Having paid his compliments to us 
reſpectively, his eyes and his attention 
ſeemed to be entirely taken up with 
gazing on her who had been ſo much 
the object of Honorius's commenda- 
tion. ; f 
Something, as he afterwards ackhotr- 
ledged, irreſiſtibly and inexpreffibly 
captivating, drew his regard, and com- 
pelled him, even againſt his will, to 
notice her. | 
It was the magic of nature; it was 


that nameleſs ſomething which unac- 
countably intereſts the heart and the af- 


fections, and which eee is un- 
able to define. 
And what name, ſaid he, addrefing 
himſelf to her, art thou diſtinguiſhed by? 
Molly produced a ſmall linen pouch, 
out of which ſhe took a neben of 


paper. 


It was the certificate of her baptif 
from the pariſh regiſter, and which ſhe 
— had received from the miſtreſs of the 


Work- 
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work-houſe at the time of her appren- 8 
ticeſhip. 
Honorius read i. 
Mary, the daughter of Samuel and 
Frances Freeland, en the 7th of 
July 1740.” 

Gracious God! exclaimed the ſtran- 
ger, with every ſymptom of unaffected 
ſurpriſe, Freeland! The daughter of 
Samuel and Frances Freeland! Tell me! 
tell me] in what work-houſe? N 

At Baſingſtoke, in Hampſhire : ſaid 
Molly, interrupting him. 

At Baſingſtoke ! Almighty Father! 
at Baſingſtoke! There was only this 
wanting to complete my happineſs! 
| Yes! continued he, I have at laſt found 
what I have ſo long and fo diligently - 
ſought after, a SisTER ; a ſiſter to whom 
until this hour I have been a ſtranger! 

Nay, wonder not, ſaid he, perceiving 
us ſomewhat ſurpriſed; when we have 
dined; you ſhall be made acquairted. 

SSA with 
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with the hiſtory of my life, you 
will then no longer doubt the re- 
ality of what I have been telling 
you, and you will then ſee that Pro- 
vidence has delayed this diſcovery, 
only that ſhe might be the inſtrument . 
of preſervation to Honorius. In giv- 
ing me a ſiſter, Heaven has likewiſe 
given me in her, the ſaviour and pre- 
ſerver of my friend. Nothing leſs than 
a divine power could have been produc- 
tive of an event ſo extraordinary 

It was curious to obſerve the effect 
this diſcovery had upon poor Molly. 
She knew not how to behave. She 
looked alternately at one and at the 
other of us, And ſeemed willing to 
diſcredit even The deinen of her 
ſenſes. ä 
Honorius, whoſe fincerity on the oc- 
caſion was unqueſtionable, congratulat- 
ed her upon ſo fortunate an incident. 
He exulted in the idea of having been, 

5 in 
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in ſome degree, the cauſe of a diſcovery 
ſo unlooked for. And he took upon 
himſelf the delightful office of giving 


her to the embrace of a brother. 
It was an employment not unworthy 
of an OT 
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CHA P. XXII 


I T will be mt ſaid Mr. Free- 
land, previous to any mention of my- 
ſelf, to give you ſome account of my 
parents. 

My father was the younger bender 
of an ancient and reſpectable family, 
and was, very early in life, placed with 
a merchant in town of a fair character 
and extenſive dealings, and who ſoon 
conceived a more than ordinary affection 
and regard for him. 

At the expiration of his time, with 
the conſent and approbation of her 
father, he married the only daughter of 
his maſter, and with her received a 
very conſiderable fortune 

About a year after their marriage, 
my mother brought me into the world; 
an event which afforded the moſt ſin- 

gular 
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gular ſatisfaction to every individual 
of the family. 


My grandfather dying ſhortly wr 
my birth, my father thereby not only 


gained a. conſiderable addition to his 
fortune, butlikewiſe ſtepped into the im- 
mediate enjoyment. of the ſole profits 
ariſing from a very ample and lucrative 
commerce. : 

From theſe circumſtances, it might 
reaſonably be expected, that the ſitua- 
tion of my parents was ſuch as placed 


them above the reach of misfortune; _ 
and that it was impoſſible for Fate to 


deſtroy, or even in the leaſt to interrupt 
their happineſs. 

The firſt ten years of my life I paſſed 
in the full experience of every indul- 
gence, which the partial fondneſs of two 
ſuch tender guardians could beſtow. 


Under their immediate eye I was in- 
ſtructed in every branch of education, 


both uſeful and faſhionable ; nor did 
| 14 | the 
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Ahe progreſs I made, in any wiſe tend to 
their diſſatisfaction. f 
My father, in the mean time, great- 
| 1 extended his dealings: the North, 
the Eaſt, the South, aha the Weſt made 
him large returns: his credit with all 
Tanks was as fair as any man's, and his 
houſe was confidered as one of the moſt 
_ reſpectable in Europe. 
But alas! how ſoon, how very ſoon 
may the moſt flattering proſpect be 
ſhaded, and every recollection of for- 
mer proſperity be obliterated, or regard- 
ed only as a dream! _ | 
A banker, with whom my father bad | 
depoſited fums to an incredible amount, 
unexpectedly ſtopped payment. 
It is a general obſervation that one 
misfortune ſeldom comes alone; at leaſt 
ſo it happened on the preſent occafion. 
The next poſt brought advice of che 
loſs of a valuable ſhip and cargo, which 


Was e followed * a foreign 
” | Wa 
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1 of a houſe upon which my 
poor father had very confiderable de- 


mands. 
Theſe ſucceſſive alan ſo in- 
volved him in misfortune, and ſo per- 


plexed his circumſtances, that he was 
unable to extricate himſelf from the 


difficulties that ſurrounded him, and 


even rendered him incapable of putting | . 


in execution thoſe meaſures which were 
beſt calculated to benefit him. „ 

His creditors, in the mean time, be- 
gan to grow clamorous : they uncharit- 
ably imputed his misfortunes, which 
were unavoidable, to imprudence and 
extrayagance, and affected to ſee a 
thouſand blemiſhes in a conduct which 
was juſt betore thought the moſt FOR 
of imitation. 

My unhappy parent ſtrove all he was 


able to ſatisfy thoſe who were the moſt 
preſſing in their demands, by pay ing 


them to the laſt ſhilling he could raiſe. 
L 5 But 
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But all would not do, every day mul- 
tiplied his difficulties, every hour added 


to his diſtreſſes, and a commiſſion of 


bankruptcy which was iffued againſt 


him, put the finiſhing ſtroke at once 
to all his hopes and to all his exertions. 

His affairs, upon examination, turn- 
ed out, however, much better than 
was in general expected they would. 
There was not only found a ſufficiency 


to anſwer every demand, but likewiſe 


a conſiderable ſum over and above. 
This laſt circumſtance adminiſtered 


ſome little comfort to both my parents, 


whoſe troubles were exceſſive, and ſuch, 
as in the cure e not of ordinary 
remedies. 1 
„ The world was all before them.“ 
And they had to begin it again. 
It was, however, ſomewhat late for 


the experiment. 
With the overplus of his effects, 


amounting to near the ſum of two 
thouſand 
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thouſand pounds, my father once more 
determined to turn merchant. _ 
It was a fatal determination, and ſuch 
as involved him in the greateſt of hu- 
man miſeries,.— poverty, and ſhame. 

I was now in my fourteenth year, 


the only pride and conſolation of a fond 


mother. Notwithſtanding ſuch a ſeries. 
of domeſtic misfortunes, my education. 
was in no one inſtance negle&ted. 


The proficiency I had made in thoſe: 
ſcientific purſuits to which my time and 
talents had been dire&ed, was ſuch as. 
highly flattered my friends whoſe parti- 


_ ality to me could not be exceeded. 
hut to return to my father. 

In ſpite of the famous convention 
treaty, concluded the beginning of this 
year [1729] between the eourts of 


Great Britain and Madrid, the infolence 
of the Spaniards was ſuch as rendered. 


a war with them inevitable. ; 
- LG < 
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228 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 
My father, whoſe property was now 


confined within a very narrow compaſs, 
Joined with ſome others in fitting out 
a privateer, in hopes, by a capture of 
ſome of their veſſels, to retrieve his cir- 
cumſtances, and thereby regain the eaſe 
and independence which he formerly 
was 1n poſſeſſion of. | 
At firſt, the ſucceſs that attended 
them was ſuch as gave them every 
reaſon to be ſatisfied with their under- 
taking. * 
Within two months after the . 
claration of war, they made prize of 
ſeveral of the enemy's moſt valuable mer- 
chant ſhips, which, having converted 
into money, they were preparing to 
return with to England. 
Full of theſe hopes, and directing 
their courſe homewards, they, one morn- 
ing, were ſurprized by the appearance 
of a large veſſel of force right a-head 
of them. 


It 


1 
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It was a Spaniſh guarda coſta. 


It was to no purpoſe to think of fly- | 
ing as they were in the Mediterranean, 
and many leagues diſtant from any port 


of ſafety. 


The only meaſure, 3 from 
which they might hope to derive the 
leaſt advantage, was centred in their 


courage. 


They muſt either fight he enemy, 


however unequal in point of force, or 
agree to ſacrifice, in a ſingle moment, 
the ſole fruits of what they had been ſo 
long toiling for. 

J he preference was given to the 
former. 
Accordingly, every preparation being 


made for that purpoſe, they ſlackened 


ſail, and reſolutely lay to in expecta- 
tion of the enemy's approach. 


It was not long before they were 


within cannon ſhot of each other. 
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230 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 
A fierce and bloody engagement im- 
mediately enſued, which laſted ſome 
time without any apparent II on 
either fide. 

This equality was, however, of 1 no 
long continuance; 

For the Spaniard, whoſe ſtrength was 
much greater, and whoſe guns were 
much better ſerved, ſoon began to ma- 
nifeſt a ſuperiority, which, unhappily, 
predicted the total overthrow and defeat 
of all the hopes and expectations which 
my poor father and his brother adven- 
turers had ſo fondly faſhioned. 

Strewed from head to ſtern with hu- 
man carcaſes, their maſts cut away by 
the boards, and their amunition expend- 
ed, what could they do? . 

: They became the prize of the ene- 
mL... 
It was, however, -a prize dearly 


earned, as the condition of the con- 
: querors 
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querors was little bore? than that on the 
vanquiſhed. 13S 
I will not attempt to deſcribe the be. 
| 1 of my father upon the intelli- 
gence of his loſs, which e his 
ALL, 

As the war had been the means of 
greatly advancing the price of infur- 
ance, he had neglected to ſecure him- 
ſelf that way, and thereby rendered his 
misfortune the more irretrievable. 

His ſituation, therefore, was now in- 
finitely worſe than ever. Mn | 

Without money and without friends, 
he had to encounter an hoſt of difficul- 
ties, which ſeemed determined to eruſn 
him, in ſpite of every effort he was maſter 
5 : | 

To increaſe his troubles, my mother 
was again pregnant. 

It was now near fifteen years fince 
my birth; in all which time ſhe had 


never once been with child ; a circum- 
: {tance 
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ſtance, therefore, ſo extraordinary, and 
every way ſo unexpected, happening at 
ſo critical 4 juncture, was far from af- 
fording them that ſatisfaction, which 
at any other period it could not fail of 
beſtowing. N 

However, hembly ſubmitting them- 
ſelves to the Almighty Diſpoſer of all 
things, they repoſed their confidence 
and their hopes in Him from whom only 
they looked for protection, and who 
alone was able to ſupport them in the 
hour of affliction, and in the day of 
tribulation, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 


THE condition to which my pa- 
rents were thus unhappily reduced, was 
preſently rendered ſtill worſe by a va- 
riety of circumſtances, all of which 
materially conduced to the purpoſe of 
agoravating their diſtreſs. 

Finding it impoſſible to withſtand 
ſuch a combination of calamities, my 
father called his creditors together, and 
divided amongſt them his ALL. 

His houſe, his plate, his furniture, 
and even every ſuperfluity of apparel, 
was appropriated to a purpole ſo exam- 

plary; nor did he leave himſelf the 
verieſt trifle whereupon he might depend 
for a future ſubſiſtence. 

All, however, was inſufficient. 

There were yet remaining ſeveral 
claimants, whoſe avarice and inhuma- 

nity 
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nity led them to refuſe the profered di- 
vidend, and who were determined to 
abate nothing of their full demand. 

My father endeavoured, as well as he 
could, to pacify them. He had already 
parted with every thing he was poſleffed 
of; and he repreſented the horrors of 
his fituation to them in a manner that 
could not fail of drawing compaſſion 
from any heart, but ſuch as had bade 
an everlaſting adieu to the feelings of 
humanity. 

Unmoved by whatever he could offer, 
they remained inflexible in their deter- 
minations, which induced him (to avoid 
the diſgrace and miſery of a gaol) to 
quit his home and his connections, and 
to throw himſelf upon the care and 
protection of Providence. 

Me he took as the deb of Hs 
flight. 

My mother, who expected every 
hour to be delivered, alſo accompanied 
him. 

The 
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T he delicacy of her conſtitution but 
ill accorded with fo violent an exerciſe 
as walking. However, as ſhe was ful- 

ly bent upon ſharing the fame fate as 

her huſband, ſhe reconciled herſelf to 
the difficulties ſhe had to ſurmount, and 
bore up with a reſolution n great 
and uncommon. 

An aunt of my - katy who was 
poflefled of a conſiderable eſtate in 
Hampſhire, had, in the days of proſ- 
perity, frequently ſent prefling invita- 
tions to us to come and continue ſome 
months with her. 
To her it was that our preſent 19755 
8 vey was directed. 

Perhaps, faid my father, ſhe may 
aſſt us; perhaps ſhe may not fo 
far copy the cuſtoms of the world, as 
to withdraw her friendſhip from the un- 
happy. It is, however, worth our while 


to make the experiment.“ 
At 
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At the concluſion of the third day, 
hungry, fatigued, and exhauſted, we 
reached the end of our journey. 

The reception we met with, aid 
not, however, nts ora with our 
wiſhes. | : 

The news of my father's inen, 
greatly miſrepreſented, and turned in 
every inſtance to his diſadvantage, had, 
by ſome accident, got down ME be- 
fore him. 

Our good relation, who wellec: her- 
ſelf upon her prudence, was therefore no 
ſooner informed of our approach, than, 
without vouchſafing to ſee us, ſhe gave 
orders to ſhut the door againſt us. 

This. diſappointment affected us 
the more, inſomuch as it came unex- 
pectedly. 

For my part, young as I was, I was 
heartily tired of my exiſtence, and 
would gladly, at that hour, have ex- 
changed 
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changed conditions with the moſt {er- 
vile of my fellow creatures. 
To increaſe our diſtreſs, my mother, 


whoſe ſituation was every hour rendered 


additionally critical, began to manifeſt 
_— of her being in labour. 

It is impoſſible tor tongue to deſcribe, 
or even to convey the moſt diſtant idea 
of our ſufferings. P 


They were ſuch as would Tot admit 
of increaſe, They were of themſelves 


ſufficient to overbalance the utmoſt ex- 

ertions of human fortitude ; and they 

needed no aggravation. 

My poor father ſtood almoſt e 
with grief. 


He was unable to act through exceſs 


* affliction. 


Every tear, every ſigh from his be- 


loved Fanny, planted a dagger in his 
boſom, and furniſhed him with the 
moſt poignant ſenſations. 
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In the mean while, my mother's fi- 
tuation became, every . ſtill 
more alarming. | 

We were above two miles from any 
place which bore the leaſt probability 
of procuring her any aſſiſtance. 

Without waiting for inſtructions in a 
matter which required ſuch immediate 
attention; I forgot my fatigue, and 
made alf the haſte I could towards the 
neighbouring town, at which I ſoon 
arrived, and, with ſome difficulty, pro- 
cured a perſon to attend me to the ſpot 
where I had left my unhappy parent, 
overwhelmed with pain and exceflive 
anguiſh. 

N owithſtanding it was the latter end 
of June, the evening was uncommonly 
dark and cloudy, ſo that it was not 
without much labour that I was able 
to find my way back. N 

Before I effected it, my mother had 


brought a daughter into the world at 
=> "8 


1 
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the expence of her own life, having 


ſurvived. her delivery SIE a mi- 


nute. | 
Gracious 11 1 in n What manner 


can I beſt convey a deſcription of the 


ſcene that preſented itſelf to my fight ; 


a ſcene rendered infinitely more horri- 


ble by the ſilence and the S that 
invaded us ! gu 

My father ſitting upon a bank 
his ſtreaming eyes lifted towards Hea- 
ven, and his hands folded together ! 

At his feet lay the dead hody of my 
mother, whoſe countenance, though 
pale, ſtill ſhewed the ſame piety and re- 
ſignation which viſibly accompanied her 
actions through the whole courſe of a 
long and painful exiſtence; and near 


her, careleſly extended upon the cold 


ſward, a new-born infant, ſtruggling 


againſt the rude attacks of the evening 
breeze. 


The 
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The light was almoſt too much for 
me. 
With the alliſtance 1 the peifon 
who attended me, I, however, ſucceeded 
in rouſing my father from the lethargy 


of thought into which he was fallen, 


and prevailed with him to leave the fa- 
tal ſpot, a continuance near which would 
operate no otherwiſe than by ad mini- 
to his ſorrows. El 
Taking with us the infant, and put- 
ting ourſelves under the guidance of the 
ſtranger who attended us, we made all 
the ſpeed which the frailty of our almoſt- 
exhauſted nature would permit us, and, 


in about an hour, we reached Baſing- 


ſtoke, which lay ſomewhat more than | 
two miles from the ſcene of my mother's 
— 


CHAP, 
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As it was impoffible that our poverty 
mould long remain a ſecret, we, in con- 
ſequence of its diſcovery, found it no 
-eaſy matter to procure the removal of 
the dead body of my deceaſed parent 
from the place in which we had left 


to the work- houſe to be taken care of; 
and my father and myſelf were both 
committed to a houſe of ſafety, until 


we could be paſſed to the pariſh unto © 


which we belonged. 
But, with reſpe& to my mother, as 
the ground on which ſhe had died was 
not expreffly within the bounds of their 
juriſdiction, they refuſed to pay the 
Jeaſt attention to her. | 
Vor. J. Thus, 


The child, indeed, by un order 
*of the overſeers, was immediately ſent 
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Thus, therefore, to the diſgrace of 
humanity, and the infinite reproach of 


_ a civilized people, was the body of my 
tender my indulgent parent ſuffered to 


remain all. night, expoled to a thouſand 
evils, and without any other ſhelter-than 
ſuch as the canopy of Heaven. afforded. 

My father, in the mean time, worn 


out with What he had endured, was un- 


able any longer to ſupport himſelf un- 


der the variety of accumulated miſeries, 


vchich every moment preſſed ſtill harder 
upon him, and Arove 0 weigh him 


down. 


Stretched ypont! the inhoſ ſpitable earth, 


1:beheld him as on the eve of exiſtence, 


I perceived life ebbing away in a man- 


mer that betokened a ſpeedy and an 
eaſy departure; andthe only unhappineſs | 


which I experienced on this account, 
aroſe from the conſideration of the little 


probability there eppeared of my being 


* * 
TS 4 
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As he was fully ſenſible that he had 


not much longer to continue with me, 
with a placid ſerenity of aſpect, he 


ſtretched forth his : feeble hand, and 


beckoned me to approach him. 
-I inſtantly obeyed the ſummons. 


A dim lamp, obſcurehy placed in a 


corner of the -wretched apartment in 
which we were confined, juſt diffuſed 


light ſufficient to enable me to diſtin- * LE 


.guiſh objects. 
The moment he e me near 


him, he ſeized faſt hold of my hand, 


and, in a low, though articulate voice, 
addreſſed me in the ing n 


— 
I have, at length, my ſon, lived to 


experience the ſum, the perfection of 
human wretchedneſs. Forſaken by thoſe 
who called themſelves my friends, per- 


ſecuted by my enemies, ſtrĩpped of my 


property, driven from my * 8 


2 85 


deprived of my liberty : 85 5.4 
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«© Miſery itſelf can UTE no r | 
her! 

<< In the catalegue of my e 
tunes, I do not number the loſs of my 
Fanny. Situated as I am, that cir- 
cumſtance ought to be conſidered rather 
as a bleſſing, and as the favour of the 
Deity, inſomuch as I ſhall ſhortly meet 
Her where there is neither grief nor 
Madneſs, and where all our ſufferings 
will be for ever blotted out. 

-$6-If there is any thing remaining on 
earth that could induce me to wiſh a 
Longer continuance on it, it is for thy 
Jake, my ſon, to protect thy youth from 
the ſnares and the dangers which 
await thee, and to inſtruct, thee in tho 

paths of virtue and of truth. "7, 

Ce For this, I could yet be content, to 
zelinquiſh my preſent proſpe& of hap- 
ineſs, and. even to undergo a repetition 
of thoſe calamities which I have oy 
_ endured. 


4 But it will not bel 


4 The 
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FThe great, the Almighty: diſpoſer | 
of events, has ordered otherwiſe, _ _ 
To his care and to his Protection 
do Lcommit thee. EY 

Hz will be to my ſon, as/a father; 
and by his providenee will he gatde⸗ 
thee to the end of thy days. 

Farewel]! May the God of peace 
ſhower upon thee the choiceſt of his 
bleſſings. May thy life be long, and 
thy years be happy. And, finally, mayeſt 
thou be a partaker of thoſe joys which 
are prepared for the juſt and the righte- 
ous in- the kingdom of. Him who. ae. | 
eth for ever and ever.“ 
Having thus delivered himself. he 
let go my hand, and, turning himſelf 
gently upon his back, he inen 
breathed his laſt. 
Thus, in the courſe of a 1 Bourse 

was I robbed of a father and a mother, 
and ſurrounded with misfortunes, which, 


NM. 23. ll. 
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till that hour, I had not the fainteſt 


conception of. 
It was now for the firſt time * 15 
entirely reſigned myfelt to grief, and, 


could 1, by my prayers and entreaties, 
haye invited a thunder- holt to have 
| ſtruck me dead, I had not long ſurvived 


them. 


But fate had yer- in e * me 


many trials and many difficulties, the 
neceſſary preparatives to the eaſe and 
happineſs which I at preſent enjoy. 


Early the ſucceeding morning, a ſer- 


Vvant belonging to the miſerable manſidn 


that incloſed us, entered our apartment, 


where he: beheld my poor father ſtretch- 
ed at his-length-upon the boſom. of the 


earth, dead and cold; and myſelf weep- 


ing over him. 


Familiarized as be might be to ſcenes 


of diſtreſs, he was nevertheleſs viſtbly 
affected with that before him. He look- 
ed < mon at me, and at the dead body, 


and. 
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and then, without Ls. a gable 
haſtily retired. 

In a few- minutes the place was 
orouded by thoſe whom his report had 
drawn together, rather out of idle and 
wanton curioſity, than from any motive 
more worthy, and, having fully ſatisfied 
themſelves with gazing on us, they 
forced me away from the corpfe over 
which I ſtill hung, and from which, 
with the greateſt reluctance, : was: 
obliged to depart.- 
Having conducted me into a place 


Sewon leſs horrible than that I hac 


quitted, they left me to myſelf until 
they. had coine to ſome determination 
i _— + ET 
The. interval Was Sa I 
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CHAP. XXV. 


THE particulars- of this extraordi- 
nary affair, together with the very. 
_ peculiar circumſtances attending it, 
were preſently and rapidly circulated: 
through every-part of the town. 

A Weſt Indian merchant, with whom. 
my father formerly had ſome conſi- 
derable dealings, happened fortunately 
to be in England, and in the neigh- 
bourhood. ane others, he alſo 
was made acquainted with our un- 
happy ſtory. 

Dnlike the generality of mankind, 
who content themſelves with ſimply 
affording their pity, he had no ſooner 
learnt my ſituation, than he flew on 
the wings of charity to the place of 
my impriſonment. 

I was extended on the ground, and 
Was endeavouring to relieve, in ſome - 


meaſure, 
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meaſure, the depreſſion of ſpirits under 
which 1 laboured, by a copious diſ-- 
charge of my tears: 
The apparent and unaffected diſtreſs;: 
that ſurrounded me, was of itſelf ſuf-- 
ficient to intereſt his humanity, exclu- 
| ſive of the connectiom which once ſub-- 
fiſted betwiæt my father and him, and 
which could not fail of adding to the 

concern which he felt for our fate. 
By his means I was preſently re 
leaſed from my confinement. 


Nor did his charity ſtop here. | 
My deceaſed parents were alſo: made 


partakers in it, and at his expence 
were they decently and devoutly laid 
in: the earth; the common receptacle 
for all fleſh. 
No ſooner had he completed this ſo 
neceſſary and benevolent a work, than 
his thoughts were employed in making 
proviſion for my future ſubſiſtence. 
My education had qualified me for al- 
. mol. 812 ſtation: my * and 
M35 * * 1 1 
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aſſiduity were great, and my morals 
unexceptionable. 

HFaving furniſhed me with whatever 
he thought might contribute to the 
eſtabliſhment of a genteel appearance, 
he, with my conſent, took me with 
him to Barbadoes, the place of his re- 
ſidence, and where I met with a re- 
ception from him equal to my wiſhes. 

Thus, agreeably and happily ſitu- 

ated, I continued. upwards of five years 
to give general and univerſal ſatisfae- 
tion to my employer, in whoſe. eſteem -. 
and confidence I. pleaſed myſelf with 
thinking that I had made no, inconſi- 
derable e progreſs 1 

But now it. was that I was once more 
to know the loſs. of a parent; for in. 
that character did the kindneſs and 
 "grnerofiry; of his. behaviour towards me 
teach me to conſider him. 

Muy, worthy. friend and benefactor 


Was duddenly taken ill. 
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An epidemical diſorder, natural to 


the iſland, ſeized him in ſo violent a. 


manner as left us but little _— ef 


lis recovery: 

The event a "th at” our 3 
were but too juſtly founded; 
For the third day ine that 
on which he dated his- illneſs, to our 


irreparable loſs, he die. 


It would be unneceſſary to add what ke 


I. ſuffered on the occaſion. Suffice it 
to ſay that my forrow was great, and 
for a time almoſt unbounded. 
My generous patron left me in the 
full poſſeſſion of an extenfive and lu- 
crative trade, the profits- of which 
were ſuch as could not poſhbly fail of 
eſtabliſhing my 1 in the 8 
of a very few years. | 
was never covetous of gain; nor 
in any reſpect deſirous of accumulating 
- wealth, but for the purpoſe of aſſiſting 


0 
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thoſe who might ſtand in- need of my 


help. To ſuch my purſe. was ever 
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It was the voluntary: benefac-- 
tion 155 a heart, made ſenſible by expe- 
rience of the miſeries it was anxious to 
relieve... It was the triumph ef ſenſi- 
bility over avarice and ſelfiſhneſs... 
Notwithſtanding, however, this my 
indifference with regard to riches, I. 
every day ſaw myſelf ſtill more weal- 
thy than the preceding one: my com- 
merce was enlarged.; my poſſeſſions in- 
creaſed; my credit was ample; | add. 
my friewls Were many. 
The favour: of the Ader = was 
viſible in my houſehold, and the bleſ- 
ſing of his providence prevailed upon 
my induſtry. 
About a twelvemonth: after the * 
ceaſe of my worthy. patron, I married 
2 lady who was a native of the iſland, 
and with whom I received a very con- 
_Aiderable. Portion. 
This union greatly added to tlte * 
| wy 1 before ae, and was of ſo. 


pure and refined a nature, that my- 
imagination could not point out one 
. thing the poſſeſſion of which might, in 
any meaſure, add to my ſatisfaction. 
Thus happy as I: could wiſh, and 
entirely unacquainted with that] jarring 
_ diſſonance of behaviour which invari- 
ably tends to the final. deſtruction 
of domeſtic quiet, I continued my re- 
ſidence upon the iſland twelve years 
longer, by which time my wealth and 
poſſeſſions had ſo: prodigiouſly increaſ- 
ed, that I ſeriouſly: began to indulge. 
thoughts of- retiring: from buſineſs, and 
of refurning to Ky 144 


rod 


dy of imparting . to my 5 3 rea- 
dily expreſſed her willingneſs to concur 


with any propoſal which might 
pleaſing to me, and was even preſſing : 
with me to carry it into. immediate ex 


2 ccution. 


1 
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One reaſon that, above all others, 5 


induced me to wiſh to return to my na- 
tive country, was the hopes I con- 
ceived of finding my ſiſter, the re- 
membrance of whom would occaſion- 
ally intrude itſelf upon my peace, and 
made me deſirous of enquiring after 
her, that ſhe might become a partaker 
of that plenty with which Providence 
had been pleafed to bleſs me- 
The pleaſure that I experienced in 
the idea of ſnatching her from the mean 
ſituation in which I naturally expected 
to find her, was nothing inferior to the 
greateſt the human heart is ſuſcep- 
tible of. By the power of imagi- 
nation I thus anticipated thoſe enjoy- 
ments, which the event ſhewed were 
more diſtant than J was led to believe; 
and which but this very morning I was - 
frarful (after the many fruitleſs en- 
quiries I had made) that I ſhould never 
e — ſo happy as to ſee realized. : 
1 . 
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Having ſettled all my affairs, and 
_ diſpoſed of my property upon the 
iſland, I took an affectionate leave of 
my old friends and acquaintance, who + 
were exceedingly unwilling to bid me 
adieu, and, without leaving behind me 

a ſingle enemy, I embarked for Eng- 
land, where, ſafe from every accident, 
I ſhortly afterwards arrived, having 
been abſent from it confiderabiy more 
than een Tun "oy 


CHAP! XXVI. 


THE inſtant. L was ſettled and ac-- 
commodated-. agreeable to my wiſh, 1 
diſpatched a. truſty meſſenger | into 
Hampſhire, ..to whom I gave it in 
charge to make every EOQUIF/SARCOrR- 
ing my ſiſter. 

In about a week from the time of © 
his departure, he returned, and, to my 
unſpeakable ſorrow and affliction, in- 
formed me, that, after the minuteſt 
ſearch, and the. moſt circumſtantial 
enquiry, he had been incapable of pro- - 
curing other than very imperfect tidings - 
of her, the moſt material.of which were, 
that ſhe had been, at the uſual age, ap- 
prenticed by the pariſh to a farmer in 
the neighbourhood, . with whom ſhe 
continued three years, at the expiration. 
of which. ſhe had, for ſome miſde-- 
meanor, 
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meanor, been committed to priſon; 
and, ſince her enlargement from whence,.. 
no one ſeemed in the leaſt acquainted . 
with what was become of her. 
He likewiſe informed me that he had 
made a circuit round the towns and 
villages adjacent; in hopes of learning 


ſomething more ſatisfactory; but all to 


no purpoſe... He was unable to gain 
the leaſt intelligence that might lead 
to a diſcovery of her, and thus diſap- 
pointed in his hopes, after many vain 
and fruitleſs endeavours, he returned 
home to preſent me with the very inſuf- 
ficent account he had, with difficulty, 
been able to collect: 

- It would not be an eaſy matter - 
to convey a proper idea of the pain and 
anguiſh-I endured on receiving this in- 
formation, I had. long and fondly 1 in- 
dulged myſelf in imagination that 
I ſhould ſoon enjoy the unſpeakable 
9 of relieving a fiſter's diſ- 

treſſes:; 33 
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treſſes; of placing Her in a fituation 
that might teach her to forget the miſe- 

ries with which ſhe had fo long been 
familiar; and of making her partaker- 
with me in the comforts and conveni- 
encies e 

So fatal a diſappointment, e 
to my hopes and expectations, it is but 
natural to ſuppoſe, muſt have been the 
cauſe of great and uncommon uneaff. 

neſs to me. 

And yet, my ſorrow, violent as it 
was, did in no one reſpect exceed that 
"of my wife. She had flattered herſelf 
with the hopes of meeting with an 
agreeable companion, who might ſhare 
with her in the little enjoyments, and 
the innocent pleaſures which ſhe had 
promiſed to indulge herſelf in; and ſhe 
ſaw herſelf cut off from this hope 1 in 
the very hour of expectation. 
Thinking that, perhaps, I might, by 
"a: „dee enquiry, be ſomewhat more 
. fortunate- 
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fortunate than my meſſenger, I made no 
delay ; but immediately ſet off myſelf; 
for the ſcene of my earlieſt ſorrows. 

_ Inathe courſe of a few hours Tarited | 
there. 5 

Every ſtep 1 took recallèd to my 
memory ſome circumſtance that ſerved 
to increaſe my melancholy. This ſpot 
bore witneſs to the death of my mo- 
ther; that, to the irreparable loſs of my 

father. Here it was I experienced the 
inhumanity of a. relation; and there, I 
was-ſnatched from the very brink of 
deſpair, by the diſintereſted char NE of : 
a ſtranger. 5 

My fancy was thus fo much en- 
groſſed by the recollection of circum- 

ſtances and events ſo antecedent, that I 
had nearly forgot the upon 
- which I came. 

_ Having, however, made what en- 

quiry I could concerning my ſiſter, 1 


ſoon found that there was indeed but 
100 
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too great reaſon to conclude that 11 
Tthould never more behold her. 
The information I: had before re- 
__ ceived amounted to the full ſum of all: 
J was able to gather, after a-- perſonal: 
ſearch of ſeveral. months, conducted 
with the greateſt care and aſſiduity. : 
Perceiving, therefore, that it would 
be i in vain to continue any longer ſo- 


- unprofitable a purſuit, I returned home, 


and, repoſing all my hopes upon the care 
and the providence of the Almighty, I 
_ patiently waited his good time for the 
perfection of a work, which, without his 
peculiar direction, had never been thus 
wonderfully. accompliſhed- 

In ſomewhat leſs than two years after 
my return to England, I was doomed 
to the experience of a new affliftion, by 
the ſudden and unexpected death of: 

my wife. 

Without any viſible cauſe, whereby: 


to account for 1a. fatal an incident, and 
without: 
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without the leaſt complaint on her 
part, ſhe 0 dropped like fruit that is ripe, 
though only in the bloom of youths 
and in the prime of her days. 

But I was now ſo accuſtomed wo 
events of this ſort, that I humbled my- 
ſelf to Heaven, in perfect reſignation of 
the divine will, acknowledging the 
:niercy of the. Deity, in not having ſuf- 
Fered her to linger in tormen a mi- 
:lery. Ws, 
We had been married upwards of ; 
fourteen years, in all which time the | 
ſeemed to harbour no other defire than 
that of contributing to my ſatisfa&ion 
and happineſs. She had no will; 
no choice but mine: no pleaſures but 
ſuch as I was a partaker in: nor did ſhe 
profeſs any rule of conduct but what 
had previoufly received the peculiar ; 
ſanction of my approbation. Es 
The only circumſtance that ever gave 
us the leaſt cauſe of real uneaſineſs was, 
x | our 
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dur having no child to inherit the very 
extenſive fortune we were in poſſeſſion 
of. We wiſhed this had been other- 
wiſe. However, we ſaw it was the will 
of Heaven, and we therefore endea- 
voured, as was our duty, to reconcile 
ourſelves to its diſpenſations. 
And now being, as it were, left alone, 
became more than ever deſirous of 
learning what was become of my ſiſter. 
For this purpoſe I quitted my home, 
and viſited every part and corner of 
the kingdom which bore the leaſt pro- 
babilty of affording me the informa- 
tion I ſo eagerly coveted. | 

But all was in vain. 

After having travelled ſeveral hun- 
dred miles, and after having made trial 
of every device, and of every ſtratagem, 
to get at the knowledge of a circum- 
ſtance upon which ſo materially de- 

pended my happineſs, I was at laſt un- 
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der the neceſſity of giving over the 
purſuit, and of returning as I ſet out. 
Since this period I have moſtly led a 
Private and retired life, and may now 
Nay that I am arrived to the full perfec- 
tion of all my wifhes; having, after the 
wonders I have been an 00 Wit- 
neſs of, this day, nothing left. either to 
hope for. or to deſire. 
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